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3 Washington; D. C. ; ae 
- January 23, SL ‘ 


ares 8 aS ie. ; 
Oe tg : : ‘ 
Director es ‘ : 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 7 « 
ee FON Mesh INELON D.C. 
Re: COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATICNS & 
a : “ ; c : , . ‘ 
. ‘anak a vo » 
| sale : 
oh ' ‘Reference. is “made te euness teletypes. dated 
Deceuees 16, 1940, and January \22, 1941," to all “offices. : 
Please be advis ‘ed'that since the letter part. of Noverber,- 


tion. onthe various Com minunist Front organizations by newly 


. : an unusual amount of investigative activity on the part’ 
ey . .. of this office. For the -past. two months gy have had. three 
. - Agents working almo Bt exclusively | on this “matter and the 


first report to be ig anes inthis connecticn. is that" : 


of. Special Agent T. W. Dawsey dated Janua ary 21, "1941, in’ 


{ ; fies Ne 
iaee ; . the case entitled WASHINGTON o ITTER FOR_DEMCCRATIC 
oa ~ + ~» ACTION, ,.; nterne a 1. Security-C, which is the local branch: 
r Cp he OE thefWational -| Federation _ for. Constitutional 1 Liberties. 
\ SC : ees 
he, athe ; ‘Déta riled. reports sre aacees bet prepared 
8 ; -- in connection with the American Peace Mobilization; The 
ne eS . League of Wonien’.Shoppers and the National. Negro Congress, 
! 3 and ee organizations located in the preretet: 
It may be stated: ‘that the files of the. Washington 
1 had Field Division contain, practically no information of value 


concerning the above organizations ,andt .dét, iléd: ‘anvesti- 
gations in. connection with the organizations “listed” ‘in 
a ; Bureau teletype of December 16, 1940, pepe a mé eed 
rapidly . as possible. 


® ey ‘Very truly yours, 


S %S; . : 


GUY RCTTEL 
~ Special Agent in Charge 


} 


ane INDEXED 
RECORDED & fee JAN 25 i941. 


) 


re + By 
SS ONOVTT 1983 OL 


1940, this office has been gathering considerable informa— 


ee ea a 
\ mg established Confidential Informants’ which has necessite ated 


De TC ; ° . > | : ib 

THDICR Ree a _ : [ne — 6B ee 
és, * : TION] 
ea FEDERAL BUREAY OF nie i 


) 


MAW 52770 Docld:34357205 Page 2 


: 3 ase SAP ea a” a i__U. S. DEPARTWENT OF susmie ak 
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Januery 28, 


oa 


‘Special Agent in Charge 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 


5 


af \ 


19,37 


Your attention Ts directed to Bureau let- 
ter of January 13, 1941 in which you were instructed 


to submit a. repor 
organization, the’ 


Action. 7 


hes tt aT 


concerning Mr. _Hu, 
Weshineton_Commit ee 


sree Fewer SS 


BS. as, 
+ 


Miller and the 
for Denoers etic. 


oo: inp he 2X ey 


Reférence letter pointed out. your delinguency 
in ies ands Ci get tony put “we Bureau. 18 files fail to. 


By your offices 


this kind, 


“The Buresu ‘cannot countenance your 
complete disregard for its instructions. . 


‘Matters of 


the urgency of which has been éspecially 


called to your attentien, tlust receive attention as 


directed. 


You are instructéd to give this case immedi- 
ated aN eey HEObaVG abvention end submit ea report thereon ‘i 


at once. 


ect esa 


MW 52770 Docld:34357205 Page 3 


\ 
> 


gs 


te 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover &. > . j 


Director 


pECORD™” | By Lf 2: 
; ; {FEDERAL RAL GUE OF -TaVESTIGRTION 


a U. S. DEPARTMENT | sae 


aaa eae 


> JAN 30 1941 


Mrs: November 
Given Reasons 
|For. Dismissal. 


“The -Washington Committee fox : 
Democratic “Action, which. 1s ,de- |. ° 
: | manding that Mrs. Margaret. Os-| - 
| troyovemiber perestored to Her 7 
typist, job tin, the War: Department, eS 
: jannounced ast night that“-she’-had |- =" 
'peen :given’ a statement of reasons ee 
‘by: the department: which indicated oa 
‘she -was reputed to bea Commu: |. 
‘) nist,. “and an . associate of Somnus “: 
‘nists, : 
| The -eominiitee, in’ “a letter a 
‘War: Secretary ‘Stimson, ‘demanded 
~«immdeiate reinstatenient »with 
full pay, and” xestoretion of accrued} ©. ~ 
leaye.” Hua “colnmittee/- Ae 
chairman, commented in. the’ lett" Bae 
To | pase the. discharge of a.qty 48 
‘fied’. and. efficient: “publicygse=™ 4 ; 
a ugon ‘the tattling ; “gossip. . ‘of lay ‘% wv 
‘|ladies - and neighbors. : ‘Is to me De 
‘mockery :of ” the’ merit system” “ib 
“Federal” employment. anditgysubvert | 
Voc pevery “American ,, wpringiple sot | Ad 5 
| Play and due process.” crinrnae i ea 
- Mrs.’ ‘November’, ‘ said: <her: name 
was’ ‘on- the mailing } list of the’ Amer- 
% ican League’ for Peace’ land: Democ*, : 
racy ° “which -was° ‘made > ‘public: “by | -. 
. {the Dies Committee. . “She deriied| - 
‘\ that she was a member- of the league: ; 
: cand said. she had.. been damaged:-by |: -, 
‘the“Dies’ Committee. Mrs.; Novem- ; 
‘|-ber ‘worked in the mail. and record 
‘section, of the Engineer Corps: 
_. No statement” was available ‘from |. 
the War. Department. : 
The . District - “induatelal Unicn k 
-| Councit .(C.'I, O. last night adopted |. 
oda. resolution urging: the full rejn-}... 
/. hstatement ‘of .Mrs. November, and : 
: charged that. her. ‘dismissal was; al, - 
|case of antidnionsm and* an Gn- |. 
te*ference -with Government: work- 
[s*.. Fight to ee ; 
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Washington Cornmitteessford. 
ise “a result of a 


: ; - ution: Bepreiag! ‘de tation‘ pro- 
: \ceedings. against-Harrys ‘Bridges. ‘and 
e Dirksen ‘billto restrict activities | _ i 
\G eRe Workers, of. America "CS TDsl: 
s ; amltate, was’ moderator of Of the a4 
- : 5 oe . 
is Ls 
' = 7 \ C 
nt ° : ~ 7 4 \ 
P , ‘ > J ‘ 
Ys 7 ‘ : ee 
' vg we At ~ 
a . # a 
a i aps 
‘ Gok 
| | . pos PS 
i id _ an is 
7 7 | h. 
| 2 5 ;  ENDEXED, po 0 4sqe “4 
; : ; ye cr } 
f : ote , ae) 7 : : c pe a aa 
z . : : THE WASHINGTON EVENING STAR © 
ba 4 . “February 28, 1941 ‘ o. tens 
: E ‘ . } ‘ ‘ ans 


MAW 52770 Docld:34357205 Page 6 


Nor USED ey 


. CHANGED TO nan 


HESSENGER 


ent of 


SOF a. on— 
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Ae 
ye. 
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rat ae 
. March -l&, 1941 
KitMibe ' 
H Br riga .dier Génerel Sherme Miles 
Assistant Chief of cee : 
G-2, War Department 
Washington, D.C. 
Dear General Miles: 
Reference is made to the telephonic 
request made by Captain Frank C. Broadb 
your office of Mr. K. R.°Mcintite of this 
4 7 . Bureau on March 12, 1941, for informeti: 
cerning the Jiashington Committee for 
a . Action. 


I In keeping with Captain Braadbent! Ss 
c - request, 1 om transmitting herewith | ‘one copy of 


the report of Special Agent T. 
at Washington, D. C.,oon- January 21, 1941, in 
the metter entitled: Washington Committee for 


W. Dawsey dated 


Democratic Actions Internal Security ~ C, 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 


Enclosure 


Pa ee 
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RECORDED 


? 


Baye Mo 


aa 


YORESEDGAR HOOVER+ 6 
eae: fe _ DIRECTOR 


| a s we ‘ Pe en: Vs an . 7 

| (8 eae i SPr “MIG. * ederal Bureau of Investigation 

Se oy ae United States Department of Justice - 
o —* * Washington, B.C. 


March 14, 1941 


: s ; Ra 2. ee 
Py fon” ep aes : : % 
gg: pe MEMORANDUM POR THE DIRECTOR 
se A ; ae RE: Files Division 
; = Sagas cae Card Inder Files - 


: -With further wepeneniee .60 Brecutive _Gonferénce 
memoran duin of February 14, 1941, and the. writer! Ss mem 
ee randum to the Director of. Febryory*2l, 1941, I again = 
ps los browght the subject matter of Ar ederI NG, the oe 000 : nam ea! 


_— oan members. of. theWashington GE = aes 


Or Democratic AC 
-t6 the agtention of the “Eiecutive Conn erence. The con=> 


yee, Sls “ference voted, exactly as they" voted originally, te enh) Messrs. 
| Ts ca Tolson; Glavin,: Nichols, Ladd and Tracy favor indexing fthe™ Ae oe 
Shee officers dn‘d the organization but not the.members hip of a oes 
oo this porticular, group. .Mr. Clegg agrees. . Messrs. «Foxworth Ree 
and Rosen again” voted. to. _ingex. the-tentire. membership. 2p 


cae OriginaL£ly, Mrs Nathan was present and voted against ind@x- 
ing the membership and Mr. - Tamm , Mr. ‘Quinn Tamm and Mr... -} 
GUrN ea were Present. ang" voted . Za favor: of indexing. a 

| “There were present ae ‘the: conference, Messrs 6: 

e1eyes Ladd, - Foxworth, aay er aUL Ns renots and. Peggy 


Gn, ee 
. 


copecepulay.” ae Ohi gag 
Por’ “the Conference i. @ 


ik . fe er. 
a 


quae Tolson, chai rman a 


a 


& z * 


> cor ad oy 
"EU TN'y Secretary 


mrt pa 
ns 


ae Rs Glavin 978" 


Pos 


3. 
Fey 
se 
“Aye 
oF 

FY 

isa 

Oo 

=) 


a 


| YOO FE ID 
| Remco F 


. mt gt As 
tit TRON 
7) i" tags hag rhosg 
- aes VE, : 
3 Ae ; ee 
4 
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- Oye 4 Untied States Department of Justice 


oe . Lh, : S 
Sa alt tte Q 


ce . DIRECTOR & 
Oe fy 


| te ae 
: -. + SUT: ULG nederal Burean of Investigation pp ot 

: , Mr, ES Sheets z ; 

Mr. Nathea i 3 


Washington,-3 ° . 7 I nae. Glevin ___. i 


# Rir. Rosen 


: | j Miz. Nichole { 
February 21, 1941 pee a | 


. MEMORANDUM FOR THE. DIRECTOR < 


With weyerence to the attached Executive Conference | 
} 
i 


hen. Ymenorandun of February 14,. ‘1941, concerning the indexing of 
ye Lpprorimately.. ‘Sy800- names’ of members of the. Washington Com= 2 
Qi cratic: Action, - this comnitige - is a chapter or | 7 


“Nunit of thepflati onal. Federation. forCong utional..Liberties 
sa Which is nox of Detroit, 


Sx 
Te chigans The ‘leadership and brogtontoys the: organi zation is 
eer eerete ees communist dines. 3" . Hl - 


d. = an’ Sagquiry: was made: by the Bureau.as to the - identity | 
and~ nature of : this organization with the.result. that a report | 
«was “submitted furnishing 5000 names of’. members: of the Washing- | 
R ton Chapter: : There are. other chapters throughout the: Basi. | 
‘The itotal ‘henibership is not known at this time. The inves tis, 
gation was =for the-purpose of. ascertaining, the nature. L0f & 3 hé-= | 
organization rather than investigating the organization. fore Ros 
anyrepeci fic possible violation ‘of Federal law.” . as a cs 
iow ge 


pat desire ‘to point “out that this organi zationiii sstmi lar 
oP - meri-can Peace Mobilization which claims ' 15, 000; “000 
\“nembers« The American Peace Mobilization includes in tts3ss 
-membership . such groups as the National, Negro Congress, ‘the* _ [eet 
Wational Maritime Union, the United Automobile Workers of 
“America, the Intérnational Workers. ‘Orders: the. Workers Alliance; © -«f 
and the Fur Workers. of America.<+ -Mre MeIntire. ‘advises me that 
the National Fedération for Constitutional»Liberties 48 somewhat 
.similar in organi zation to the AmertcantPeace Mobi lization , : 
Vand that it'is ‘a typical | communist front, group. with interchange- ae 
“able memberships . that. is}: the’ communists ‘get all.:the. membersi\theys< 
-yean to join all the organizations in; order. to claim as lar rge @ , 
.dmembership as possible. Therefore; ‘to: index thevindi viduals | ff - 
Amenbers of the various known communistic. front organizations. ar 
3 4would total a minimum - Of Ld; 000, 000 perse os seerseme, 
RECORDED & INDEXED 17; 
The present card index files coptgin 
Lane index cards and’ if we add: the individua mem 
wer tnbe as the American Peace Mobilizatiprt ai 


av 
gE ve Lis a 


are 
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Memorandum for the Director ~2an0 February 21, 1941 . 


’ “ig 


sees 


and the National Federation. for Constitutional Liberties and 


its affiliates, we will -havé ‘millions of unimportant names.in .. 


‘the card index file'that will. ruin the file for investigative 
value. Its only value woul e informative. —* \ 


, If. it is, thought desirable.to index.the entire member- 


\\| ste of: 022 such organizations, I believe wé should start 


.@ separate name jinder file. Ur. Tamm has already pointed out 
difficulties: the Investigative and National Defense Divisions 
are experiencing in calling for files at the present time. | 

There will be ‘so many references by name that it will more 
than double the time to search a piece of mail and, will take. 
‘infinttely more time for a Supervisor to check. all possible ~° » 
references.’ » . ; 


; It is for the above reasons that I have brought to the ~ 
attention of the Executive Confererice various matters with | 

‘ reference to indexing. JI believe tt ts highly important to 

- stndex as many names as possible from. our investigative reports 

“whieh transmit information of an investigative nature. I - 
seriously. doubt the wisdom of indexing lists. of names of: _ 
doubtful value that contain no investigative information what- 
ever. The organization itself is indered and, thé»menbership:can 
be added to without indering each individual name itself. 


‘ 
7. 
. 


Respectfully, 
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a ae a . 
2 JOBINEDGAR HOOVER ° 


se . DIRECTOR 
J ave , : Sivderal Bureau of Jnuesti ae 
United States Arpartment of: Bustice 
: Washington, D.C. . | baa Nichole... 
i, ; Mr. Hendon....._../ 
v3 SILT: EP | 


February 14, 194] 


HAAOUAL DS ee LHE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Tracy brought. to the aeiewtten o the Executive 
Conference the request of the National Defense Division to index J 
about 5,000 names of members of the Washington Committee for 
- Democratic Action. This Committee is a unit of the National Federa- 
tion for Constitutional Liberties, which is headed by the Rév. Owen 
fie Knox of Detroit, Michigan. The leadership and program of the 
organization ts definitely along Communistic Llinés. However, ‘the 
membership ts in no’ way. indicative of membership) in the Communist 
Partys but. 1s drawn from all walks of life. Ne 


Nye 


Mr.: Tracy. ‘potnted out to the Conference the objections 
‘to the indiscriminate indexing of names where there is no 

addi tional information pertaining to'the person other than the 
membership in an organization. Mr. Tracy pointed out that it 


would be sufficient to’ index the organization itself and the ' pe pad 
‘officers, but that additional | indexing of the membership would. serve ‘ea 
no useful purpose but would only tend to fill the adninis trative wg 


files index ay eset wt th ee eae and. useless informa ti on. 


i 
_The following wen bere OF the Conference . voted ‘against 


& 
Ba 
Fr a 


mah 


ae 

al 

indexing the members hip of this particular, group: Tolsony,: Glavin, a 
Nathan, Nichols, Ladd and Tracy. The following members voted in a 
favor of indexing each name: Tamm, Quinn Tamm, Foxworth, Gurnea and .,l 
Rosen. te ih 9 as a 
: i : % vd 

Respectfully : | 

For. the Conference . . | 

- a 

Clyde ‘Tolson,. Chairman bey og 

_ RECORDED pe esses a 3K 


ccelir. Glavin: 


eres 
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OY o3Oan: EDGAR ‘HOOVER: - 4 : 2.7 eo ‘ 
_ DIRECTOR = : ; aos t 


Al seg 


ace 


/ O° ”) 4 7 o 7 ¥ x Huiten States Department of Justice 


. pertain to. the individual we is employed By % 


Hederal Bureai- ct Investigation 


Washinton, B.C. 
RPK:TD "September 11, 1941 
PERSONAL AND , cy wea 
CONFIDENTIAL Pe te 


“MEBIORANDU FOR THE ASSISTANT TO “tHE ATTORNEY GENERAL” 
“MR. MATTHUW F. MCGUIRE seca 


In accordance with your request that a search be made through 
the ‘files of this Bureau of the.-names.-of persons employed by .thé De- 


partment of Justice, there are. attached sicmoranda reflecting information - 


which. has ‘been located ‘in. the: Bureau! s files. onthe basis of the search 


- which you requesteds, - You’ will appreciate the fatt that since the Burea 
‘was furnished only with the names of the. Departiaent: ‘employees, Sat ae 


possible to definitely state ‘that the Anformation included in. the. a 


* tached: memorarida petttains ‘to “individuals. of. the. same’ hames: who are’ 
.. employed ‘in. the Department.. oA. separate. meniorenduti has been prepared 
“with respect . to each’ narne contained on your’ atist 


t on whicH jthére is a 
récora in.our files. . Where possible, a nobatiion dis made. in ‘the mhenio= 


randa indicating sthe probabilities that: the information set forth may 
he Department... 


You have. sreibuely hock advised with respect to those names 
which you submitted concerning which there was éither no record: in our ° 
files: or where.Ao informa tio ofva derogatory nature could be Located 
on thé basi's -of* the. i on furnished by you. “in. the ease. of very 
common names’; the: peverent Prous | eférences ‘to the. nanies in our- files make 
it. ‘possible to identify informatior with: the individuals employed’ in 


“the Department, without further | iderititying informations 


-.L am also returmming herewith. the’ pay ene which you subhitttod 


with your requests ot aa, 


it 


Very truly yours, anf 


ie 


203 oy fy. 


“Reg A ws ne : BPR 
" John Edgar Hoover 
: Z : Director: 


ZInckosuré ~ . _ j 
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Membership hist maintained by 
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B83 
PDE DiAleOK 


OHS] 2 HBB Al 


SEC AVL 


vans [0o- 4 - YEG y ie Lik 
DERAL BUREAU OF | INVES! ia! 
OCT: i947 I 


INDEXED. 
bind 


. . DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
MATTHEW F. McGUIRZ . WASHINGTON 


es ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY 
Ci GENERAL poe, | 
‘ -* * _ April 18,” 19ht 
‘ : ‘ f. _ 


a MEMORANDUM’ FOR MR, HOOVER DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BURBAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Confirming telephoni.c conversation: 
- between Mr. Foxworth of your office and Mr.” 
: Vanech of this office, there ‘are transmitted 
‘~ herewith copies of pay rolls of the 
: , Department in order that eae may” be checked 
against your file Se 


After these lists have served their 
- purpose please return them to this office, © 


/s/ Matthew F. McGuire 


The Assistant. to.the Attorney General. 


ORIGINAL FILED IN {0 f- / S3F- jg een 


fA creme tare not 


sees 


Tenn rnaane amen lA OO AEE NE AOE ANS A ROAD eR 5: DOL SELES RENE ATTEN 


» CORDED * he o— A540 10 TK 


INVESTIGATION 
oe 


a aon BUREAU OF 
: | OCT} a 
Ws *» DEPARTMEN 


1941 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


4 
| woxm No. 1 | 
|: THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK, NY FILE NO. 1004283 
: | RePorr MADE AT , PATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY i ote 
WASHINGTON, D. Ce 4/25/41. | "4/20/41 We He CORRIGAN © = “WHC: MU | 
a _.| SHARACTER OF GASE- _ ae oe 7 
THE WASHINGTON. COMMITTEE. FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION INTERNAL SECURITY -"G 0008202 (pe oy 
Meese 9 agi Ot gy pit - \ a me 


\ 


Bw 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


( 


A national action conference called by the . 
Washington, Committee for Democratic Action 


: ; oy: and thedNaci ional Federation. for Constitu-" 
uJ  . > . tional Liberties was held in ‘Washington, De, Co 
a ee April I9th and 20th. Mass meeting held at’ ‘the 
“4 National Press Club Auditorium Sunday evening, 
April 20th. Meeting addressed. by CLIFFORD 7. 
iMcavoy, Deputy Commi sioner. of Welfere, New « 
* York city; EDWIN SXSMITH,._ member of they -. 
NeLeRe B; ‘and HARO -CHRISTOFFEL; President 
of#K11is-Chalmers, Local 248 of theyUnited | 
Automobile: “Workers GoT.03 " Géneral ‘topic e 
discussed” was préservation of eivil liberties. 
| . @ be, ee 
i 
5 REFERENCE: Bureau letter dated December 16, 1940, ead 
“ ” , Bureau telegram to all offices dated | December 
16, 1940. 4 
tN. 
ye by 
AT WASHINGTON, De Ce “2 


%, 


information to the effect that the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action and the National Federe= 
‘tion for Constitutional Liberties. were holding a national . 
action conference in Washington, D. C. on April 19th and 
fags 20th was made available to the Washington Field Office by 
i x oN X~1 who furnished a press release advising of this fact. 


' ‘APPROVED AND 
- .FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES as fd bat 
_IN CHARGE r Pe Seed wO ats 


~N 
COPIES OF Ti \REPORT 


“Bkpuers (enc.) ‘A? 
BS =New York City 7 a 
2° -Milwaukee ( information) . 
“2 nie anime ten Fields : 


S s. ey oer OFFICE f 72034 


we 
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Pee < s : van j f ‘ ’ 
=e ‘oe 
2 - : s x 
y ee ) ‘i ; ‘a 
is te 
of ) 
: 7 : a " 
ae ag This press release “is herein set out: 
- -%.  . NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES 
= ; _ 1910 H. Street, New. - Na.=7720 - 
\ ¥ a ; i. % = ; : J : 


¢ f . ! ; % ee mad a he , : 
FOR. RELEASE MORNING PAPERS: FRIDAY APRIL 18,.1941: | 


& S x nm ; 
. More than‘200 delegates from 30 states are arriving in 
'? Washington today to attend a National Action Conference called by 
the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, Reverénd Owen 
A.fkKnox, ‘Chairman of the Federation, announced here today. The, 
. 52 Me conference will. be held at the Hotel Hamilton, starting ‘Sdéturday, 
Aa es April 19, and continuing through Sunday. ~ tee 
ons , a 7 ) 
' Principal event of the conference will be a mass meéting 
at, the National. Press Club Auditorium Sunday 
will be Edwin S.\ Smithy: member of the Netional Labor Rélationg 
Board, Clifford/?. ;Mcavoy, Deputy Commissioner of Welfare, New York 
Pg , City, and Harold Christoffel, president of the Allis-Chalmers Local 


= 248 of the United. Automobile Workers, CIO. Mr. Christoffel will 
w/ 


& watt SG RSS Oe 


speak on the recent Allis Chalmers strike at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 


le 


: ~ 7 oo Preceding the mass meeting, panel groups will hold dis- 


cussions on various phases of civil rights problems in the United | 


States today. The following are the scheduled discussion panels 
\ . for Saturday: ; ; 


¢ . A 
oo ; ware > 
. i) 


Rights of Franchise; | as <i? 


a fast? : . wd : i Ga ‘ { 
Vito\Marcentonio, Congressman from New, York: 


/HowardyLee, Executive Secretary, Southern Conference for Human 


evening where the speakers 


Abraham¥Zeitz, Secretary, Committee on Free Elections. Welfare 


2 Russelly-Chase, Attorney, Cleveland, .Ohio : ; 
F ne oa Henry(Collins,: Member, Descendants of the American Revolution * 


\ 


> 
‘ « 
ere 


Goodman, Assistant Counsel, United Automobile Workers 


| ice f ; he 
tet “ 3 ’ 
: SAN, ¢ 
p RY ea e h. : 
; . : = c yA 
i t ad 
ie C 
: a 6 f : * 
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avis,’ Organizer, Ferm Equipment Workers' Organizing Committee ° 


 -- Edward Scheunemann, Cheitman, Committee on Rights of Government ~~ 


| 


ae 


3 


aot 


yy 7 . \ 
. - ohh 
ae i yorker’; Washington Committee: for Democratic Action 
“ ‘Elino? Kahn, Research Director, C10 Maritime Committee 


‘Nathen\Witt, Attorney, New. Yori: City 


‘y piserinination! against Racial,. National and: ‘Relis ious Minorities: 


2 


Josephi e ‘trustowhadans, Menber,. Descendants of the ‘Ameriean Revo- _ 


Rabbi Moses\Millker, President, Jewish People's Committee 
(Wilkerson, Professor of Education, Howard ‘University 
Davis, National Negro COMET AR Ee 


lution 


Freedom of “speech, Press and Assembly. is the pene? for “sunday mornings 


Edward\Lanb, “Executive Vice-President, National Lawyers Guild 
J Abraham'(Isserman, Counsel, National Federation for. Constitutional ar 


Liberties uk ae 


Joseph\Cadden,. Legislative. Sgeretaty,. Aiteriean Youth Congress 
Robert Wirtz, Secretary} International abor Perenees encase 


Saturday: evening. there. will be an "op 


affiliate, as host, at the. pone. of. Mary,,Vi 
Avenue, No We i 


: house" for the delegates, 
with the Washington. Committee for Democratic ‘Action, | local Federation —~ 
ao ‘3136 Dumbarton 


' Monday morning the 200 ‘delegates will visit their Congresamen rs 


and Senators to. discuss legislation affecting civil rights. 

c = : ; a 
ool also made available the "Call to National. Action™ 
Conference"-and a copy of the mass meeting notice which, together 
with. the press release and. papers obtained at the mass meeting, = 
are being forwarded to the Bureau. 


« 
2 


‘The writer. atterided ‘the mass meeting of the National ~y 
- Action. Conference which was held Sunday evening in the auditorium | 
of the National Press Club, 14th and F Streets, No Wa ‘The meet- 

\ ing.was: scheduled ‘to start at 8:15 P.M. and the writer arrived 

at 7:50 P.M. ‘The crowd was slow in arriving, and the meeting did 
not commence until 6:50.P.M, when Reverend OWEN A. KNOX, Chairman 
of the National Federation: for Civil Levene s addressed the 
audiences . . 


5, x, 
r 
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- os the. first. speaker he. introduced was CLIFFORD T.. 


a ae “~~ -was- to be. "The New ‘Inquisition and the. Bill ‘of Rights". Mr. 
oes “7 MeAVOY spoke about the present day” ‘attack on civil rights and | 
Bo > © las ‘civil liberties and deseribed the attack on civil rights and . 
oe Ds liberties as the - "new. inquisition.".. ‘He traced his family: back-: 
‘ ? »ground to. show thet he was strictly an. American, one side of = 
"his family having. come. to. this country in the 1600's and ‘the 
« Other in dese me 6 Sa SA SE dee ot ae a! 
. ; He praised: the National Federation. for Constitutional 
Bl, i Liberties, and its’fight to. make: certain that present day busi- 
ness doés not wipe out the ‘prasent constitutional form of 
: 7 government. | He: emphasized that the wey to obtain. this objective. 
is to observe the motto of the National Federation ‘for Constitu- | 
svacna® Liberties, . vane way to keep free speech is to epeeks: 
+ he 
‘He stated no "ism": can‘ control this country as long as we 
. ake’, our. Sescant “frerican form of government work. He related 
_ how years ago, in the 1700's, the people acted through the-old : 


™~ 
c 


McAVOY, ‘Deputy Commissioner of Welfare, New ‘York City, whose topic 


New England town meetings In this matter all.men were equal. ‘inane 


uae ae was no monopoly o, But. today, because of monopoly and the moving 
eae of the workers. to. the city, this New Ragland town’ meeting is 

, impractical | and impossible. As a result, clubs, trade unions and 
liber“y groups‘are replacing the tovm meeting, and through them 
the individual is able to obtain his: objectives. So we who be- 
ae q \ lieve in thé duties of every American man and woman see that 

coy a trade ‘unions should be the one to obtain a complete dismissal» of - 

. monopoly control. 


ii : Mr. McaVOY said hat: no one who Spoke. for the Bill | 
hae of Rights, ‘the. effort to keep this country out of war; or. 
: the efforts of: labor to protect living. standards by organiza- 
“4 .tion, "can escape calumny, misrepresentation, . vilification and 
the lying attecks cf those who would “pring Fascism to this 
cOuntEy under, the guise a ‘patriotism and Americaniam. ". ane * 
Vote. g 4" - He closed his addreas by stating thet we - should 
' gl) fall definitely into: the fight. to? preserve | the four freedoms: , 
namely, the frecdon. sacle national hatred, freédom of fear, | of 
ebeechy and religions I a 
Reverend: KNOX introduced the next speaker of the evening, 
nanely EDWIN 5S. SMITE, member of the Rarrones Leber Relations 


. 


My 


on an 


~ a 
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Board, whose sapeean WAS interrapted’ while the audience sang 

the: song, "Solidarity Forever." This particular song.. is’? * Prt peal” SS 
contained on the second page of the song book distributed - 
the _meeting,. which -book is also being. forwarded to the Bureau c 


Mr. SMITH. started off his adarege: py. stating that ye 
civil Liberties are like good health, ‘we are not conscious of , 
_ them until we lose them. Civil Liberties are part’ of a’ scheme 
of things, and we are aware of them only when they are taken 
from us. At all times some groupzis struggling for civil rights. 
These groups become so general at a time of war that people be- 
ze come aware that their civil rights are being undermined. . 
‘Citizens are rallying to groups such as the National radexation 
for Constitutional Liberties to protest attacks. Attackers a 
closk themselves as patriots and. state. eee are sacting in enete 
of national aa an ; ae 
| a 
, - He vent on to say that in this wave of. Sear we must — : 
pause to reflect on the fundamental principles that the sub- — Peat 
stance of democracy is the water of liberty’ Liberty is the =: 
freedom to express. our convictions and to associate with 
‘ our fellow men. ‘These are the real guards against. Fascism and 
they are worth fighting for. We must practice democracy and 
not put it on and ort like we- “would a eQate: 


He continued naving that selfish elements auniue 
war time make ‘their feelings doubly felt and our rights are 
invaded. The press comes out: to say that Communism is a ten 
brother of: Fascism. This is being. said’ more so because of 

the: recent. pact between Germany and Russia. But these two 
\ -o ., sare far apart. The press holds them common in order to destroy | 
our democratic: principles. He: stated that "one of the most : : 
important tadcs now facing this country is to create an atmosphere of 
tolerant. MnO GE vanes 78 of ‘labor's. natural. demands in the defense’ _—_.. 
picture. "He asserted that there ‘ts "en. attack undor way on | | 
64 ; Awerican labor which is being aided by. the printing of propa- 2 F 
ganda and an astute usé cf Communiem bogey. Strikes are resulting 
trom workers dissatisfaction. with continued low wages in the 
face of. mounting profits rather than radical influences." no 


es 


“ He. stated that the worker has seen the manufacturer 


\ : ‘ ‘ 
' ee 5 . - é 
ces n : : f - va 


* 
we Ber Pa : ae \ 
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‘make great profits and his own position then :appears unjust. 
t _- He stated that strikes may follow if bargaining does not 
result from such a condition, but this. is not Communism and 
' it cannot be said that labor will not sacrifice. for netional. 
defense. : - | a 


7 “Mr. SMITH stated that all this furor leads only to 
anti-strike legislation which in itself is bad. He. recalled 
a that congress, has lately made fantastic utterences in regard 
to this. situation which, if enacted, would make the coming’ 
of Fascism to this country only a matter ‘of time. It also 
results in alien legislation which is ‘so contrary to United 
States principles,’ and which are similar ‘to the Semetic attacks 
oo and attacks against minority groupse These are all. forerunners. 
.¢ of Fascism which have already been exhibited in other countries. 


L9G ; : 1 : \ : 
He brought his address to 4 close\by stating that 
people ere bycoming more aware of their rights. They are. 
_Americens and are not easily intimidated, and they are fight- 
ing to keep alive their civil liberties with as stubborn a 
fight.as would be made against an eneliy of our shores». The 
fact that people throughout our country are rallying to 
fight is heartening» The Nationnl Federation for Constitutional. 
Liberties. is, doing a great and brave services It isnot easy 
, to act and think straight when abuse of others is the resulte 
I believe in democracy and will give now and in the future the 
best that ig in me» . we , es te 
; Reverend KNOX then addressed the audience, speaking 
‘ ; in particular ebout the position of the government worker. 
-He stated that he has seen the government worker in Washington, . 
and has noticed his spirit. He steted that we will fight 
Fascism and gain democracy. Government werkers, were fired 
because they-thought certain thoughts. I wonder what will | 
-happen when they face the problem the workers throughout the 
country have faced and fought. - You have fought the fight 
. to be Americanse - Oy ken & My ae ee 
erat ee bra; YA ; 8 Ha os \. ‘ 
are “He went on to state that we have rights and duties 
and therefore we are submitting to a vote 3 Bill of -Rights 
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and Duties whieh was_ fatredused at the afternoon. session. - 
-He then read this eee which. was broken. ‘up into ten points: 


ee e ‘1. The dearest, possession of the American people is 
: ye _ its heritage of a democratic institution. It/is in 
ha. . 2" jeopardy today. We must assume the duty to defend’ 
Pe aad N our rights. We.shall resolve that: the government of 
. ¢ . the people, by the es and for’ the peepee shall 
yes ; . not perish. weed ; ne 
S ie + ’ ; 
: Bo Ee is the. duty of everybody to uphold and detena. 
a " ; the constitution of the United States,. the Bill - 
‘ of Rights; the-: 13th, 14th and 15th amendments, na 
the right: to” organize and bargain collectivelys 


4 Ban “It is the duty of everybody to practice tolerance 
toward religious service and also to object to. 

pe ar military service if it is against one's conscience. 

s 7 It is the. duty of people to see that places:of:as- | 

oe =s , Sembly are..open: to. all, and there. shall be the right 

ce : Pospetation the Government to prevent blecklisting. 


‘cy de Tee the duty of pases to protect the rights. of 


ie 


ys worker se: 
‘ . . ; - 
~~. Se It is the auby: of re to protect property, se 


_ _ illegal searches and seizures. 
ee te / 
, 6.6 It is the duty of people to defend the "rights < of 
a : aliens ane: ‘citizens. © te ; es 
{ Ve tt is the duty ‘oe GeeDls. oe oppose all violations - 
| a against constitutional ‘provisions.~ ae 


. 8 It is the duty of the people to goapenten) by vissiene 
‘y the American system of free electione, to see that © 
ee 3. ‘there og a vote to all persons. i ae - 
; \ : 4 u ° oes 
. Ge ‘It is is auty of the people, to ‘fignt el doctrines of 
racism. 
oy Ee : wu i 
10. It is the prime duty - of the people to unmask’ ‘deception 
“80 that temogrecy: can not be put aside in an emergency 


ore a . 7 
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"hs vote Was then made to adapt these’ duties in toto. 4 
‘ However, before. the..vote. was’ taken the. Reverend KNOX continued 
'_ t0 speak to the.audience. He stated that if we are to make he a 
: ; this. Bill of .Duties- real and. ‘effective throughout the United 
a States, we are going. to have to seriously and sacrificially 
support them. He stated that it: was suggested to him that 
on July. 4 the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
‘ gall on every village,. town and community to celebrate this .° \ 
: ; _° day in the defence of the. Bill: of Rights.—We- are going: to ask Te ae 
= you to make this possible.. You are not given the right in ; ee ot 
. Washington to serve.on picket lines. You are not privileged ~- 
. to meet the situations here’ that we have faced’ throughout the 
' United States. You have’ “faced it in the discharge of civil 
ie a .) Service mene But you can do more to, make possible the preser- 
. vation, of civil.rights. by. supporting the National Federation - J 
eae ae ’ for Constitutional Liberties and the Washington’Committee for ~. 
moe “ |" Democratic Action, which is fighting for the government: worker.’ 
— ; These are. serious days. You have the opportunity to sacrifice 
| _ both: your time and your means. - We can't offer \you money. In 
r cis a the type’ of democracy we seek. to maintain, we are not only ae. 
eee Mw OS 2 asking to get your vote without reimbursement but we ask you ie a 
; ‘ also to sacrifice for the privilege to vote for democratic ee 
ideals and standards. I don't have to sell you, you are will- 
.- dings I-will. wait for you Looe tell me how much . you will _Bives® dors 


AN J oy: 
e After some time had elapsed, aries contributions ane 
were meee to. the chair which are herein set out: . Fs g ~ 
tae $25 was pledged by. the National. Office « of feng anorteen car * Se 
- ; ” ‘Peace Mobilization. fq mA of Z 
x bn : 

7 - o fo pledged by the” Pittsbureh Federation. | fo Ps ae ote 
we 8S $10: donated by JAMES Cy (am 7 Se 7 

reek $8: donated, by the | reen Belt Peace club. a ys ae 7h 

' | $5 donated by aa cana’ Gee ing, ae 

te : at $5 donated by Local ‘pie of the Washington Comittee for i 

: Democratic. Actions 

i ae nm : y t. y 

/ y ) re 

i ; . 2 _ | 

\ 2 Be S ‘ 
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_ made public. 


\ ad 


$5 donated. by tie e200 1 Retirement Board Peace Club. 


acct apc = a a 


$5 donated by Giese eas c 


About ‘twenty or. twenty-five members. of the audience 
donated. $1 bills, but these persons names were not publicly . 
announced. In addition to these donations, a collection was 
taken up among the audience but the amount collected was not 


[ Ete 
After the ‘collection, : Reverend ‘KNOX put the Bill of. 
Duties to a vote and it was adopted unanimously. : 


_ At this nonnt, Reverend KNOX stated that we are 
led on by our Youth Clubs throughout the country. He went. on 


’that in Milwaukee a great union has attracted our attention 


and admiration, and that of labor everywhere. This was the 
Allis-Chalmers Local in Milwaukee which is. controlled by. 
HAROLD CHRISTOFFE).- 


‘ : te 


Haverend KNOX. then introduced CHRISTOFFEL to, the 
audience, but before he had a chance to speak the audience 
joined in. the song, "Vito is our Leadero" ae 


_. HAROLD CHRISTOFFEL stated that. the Allis-Chalmers 
strike.was, given national attention. You:read much about it. 
We welcome: the. chance. to give you our story. You did not 
read this. It did not. come into the public eye until our 


_ friends KNOX and KNUDSEN spoke about it. There are different 


aspects. We started it with over eight thousand employees and 
said we would not picket; We did this so we would know who went 
in the plants. No one went ine The strike was’ ‘Started because 
of broken Pee of the company e 


“I will” ‘give you the ‘Macketousay The ‘ eabany: made up 
its mind to destroy the union. It was among the largest in the 
areas It was a cornerstone in which the employees knew that if 
it fell it would cripple the union. The company in November 
destwrayed. agreements and promises made last April, which could 
only be. met with the action we took. Strike action is. only. 
final action. All. things were looked intoe It took some twenty 
days after sl negotiations on a new monte ee before we 


aoe 


? 
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started. This was nota : cooling-off panicd but a aeihiie ah, 
up one. .As long as the company: stalled off, the more reported . f aoh 
back and the more determined were the; workers. ° The company — ae 
wanted to destroy the union, not the ‘union but what was more ; 
important, the. ‘preservation of ‘the’ Tights which we have as 
workers and citizens. We had ’to protect. those. It was that 
that we fought . for. The security oF the union meant, ascunty 
of the worker's rights. me ae : * 
one episode after ‘the atria’ began occurred when 
S|. we went., to Washington and. sat with\ OP Mo (Office of Production o. te 
l Management). ‘to work. out the puzzle: We were here for many aa 
0 °. days. iIt appeared that the people we talked: to believed in > ; fgg 
, : what we asked, the maintenance of the organization. They’ ‘agreed 
‘ and said that if we fought for less we were derelicting our - eee 
duty. But when we came home it was all differént. This was ‘ 
one of the: sordid episodes of the. strikes They used a Govern- os — 
: ment agency not. to destroy the union a tried ue confuses "4 


is a8 It was ‘only because we,. the “otal, ee what we’. 
ge "wanted. . We knew when we had it and when we didn't ‘have it, 
). We knew we couldn't live with an employer-if a third party ,. 
z= ee , especially if it-was the Government, was: eee the employee ; \ 
- a what to ade fr a i F oe ee: 


° _ Ft was not® until O{P alte withdrew its statement» 
ae which had given the company something to: ‘hang on that. we “ 
Ta started. The Government came in and said "If, should We, ~ 
- the union, do something, they would see that the’ company did 
likewise." We were. anxious ‘to see the’ "white light" put on .. 
ys se ’ the guilty party. We accepted once more and when the com= 
oo! . pany refused no white light appeared. They must have been | 
. short of power. That was the end of O.P.M. as far as we were’ , & = 
» concerned and as far. as those who knew the facts were concerned. 


We then moved. into the State hearing. We have | a Con 
. saying a company can ‘state that a union is: guilty of unfair acts. . 
Bee. wg, 2 . ° This was done and among the complaints against. ‘the uhion was 
| aa "organizing a union.” The. big issue. which received: headlines 
—— ; “was that the wording. of the. ballots had been changed. We were _ 
a phe supposed to. have taken wo strike votes in order to get a. 
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majority which was required to. call a strike, the second | 

a ; ° vote was showing a majoritys | ‘The company tried to>put —s_—, . 

; as ‘confusion into the situation and tried to discredit the 

{ mae strike by the issue of the strike... When we produced the 

: L ‘ballots, lo and. behold. they were all right. Alot of §. 

, 2 things were brought out, things important to us as: workers 

a mi: and citizens. . They asked for all the records of the union. 

: ‘We submitted all minutes requested which under no lew. 

di they had a right.to inspect. We said all they wanted to . 

ee as do was to cloud the, issue but we were going to do so anyway e 
\ The only thing they found wrote. was: that" ‘we took movies 
"ot the. gates. 


J \ 


* ; 5 are: 


They asked for financial records but when they a 


_ »Saw we were ready to fight they backed down. / These records 1 
es neant nothing to us as a union but. _ they could’ have been 


used against. other. es but ‘they, didn't. ask for them.“ 
& x . 5 \ ee . et 
There were other issues, A week before the hear= 
- / ., dng started the company asked fora handwriting expert to . ea et | 
look at the ballots... They warited to. look at the X's. We Mig ok 
felt they didn't have the right. but it was costing them... a ar 
$200 a day. We got suspicious and as the investigation i 
progressed we figured out we would get. an expert too, a real : ‘ 
ies one, an. expert on X%s.e She had looked over half a million 4 my 
i : > in her life. She reported two days before’ reconvening ‘that © _ 
; there: were | irregularities in the ballots. We then took the 
bull by. the. horns and explained to our people that: there were 
eke irregularities. “It was,either. some union people or agents. 
; of the company or’ someone _who had the interests of the company 
J Oe at heart. But the! fact was that the ¢ company was. the benefactor 
ot, of the move and that they were inquisitive about the’ballots ~- * 
long - before we-were. ‘Again the press made full use of it. < at 
When we. admitted it the press printed that the union officers 
had admitted fraud. But. in spite of. this climax the: ‘people 
stood solid in spite of slander thrown at them, because. we. 
knew the workers were not interested in ‘what the company had 
3 : brought up. This confusion which might affect the public had : A 
eae no effect on the workers. This we did not know, that this ; 4 
 was.a ‘prearranged. play. and that, KNOX ‘and, KNUDSEN would say, e. “ ry 
: oS "Okay, employer, you. can poner 7 _ The union was not con= — : 
sulted. coe ‘ ae 


* = r a ; | 
x ye t se A . A : eo - £4 
‘, ‘ ¢ } r % ae ‘ 2 “ . . : 
« y ¥ an 7 é : ’ 
Be R > Bo Feet, Aes esas fe ess fs = weer We : Pe oa EN a ae 
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The day we were supposed to go back to work we had 
a meeting. across the street and resolved that’ the worker had 


‘a Tight to decide for himself when to go back to work, The | 


workers. decided to ‘make their own decision on the day of. 
their next meeting which happened 'to, be Saturday. They said 
to a man, "If the Government is so interested, they should 
‘see that the company adopted the 0.PeM. plan proposed." _AlL 


‘they expected of KNUDSEN was that he see that the -company do - 


SOe So we didn't: go back to work. So Monday the people 


‘-milled around the plant. There was no. picketing but they had 


the right, to assemble. There were three official observers 
and observers observing the -observerse The company saw only 
the stooges go.in so the company threw tear gas at the people. 
I don't’ know what it is in tear gas but it, makes men mad, : 


“especially when they saw it go over their women and ‘over the 


school grounds.‘and when a deputy quit when he said he didn't 


want to be connected with a company that threw tear gas at ae 


women and en iisrots 


, $0 it..was- the. April 1st. fight the: next on Govern-. 
ment men came: out to, talk, to talk to their;fellow workers. 


Water | was thrown, not plain water but. water’ taken from sewers. 


.It did not take them long to. see that not only all the Allis- 
‘Chalmers workers: but also those in the vicinity could not - 


stomach such acts ‘and the plant-should be closed. The people 


_ took all this in order. to show the company that when people | 
make. up. ‘their. ‘minds they can't be stopped. 


the $5, 000 truck ‘with the plate 1g “inches thick 


did not stop. them or scare them. Something” snaps from within 


the ordinary ‘person and’ he does what he thinks is right. The 


Governor, Mayor. and. the Chief. of Police said, "Please take, 


the people away". We’ ‘said, "They are citizens." We couldn't 


. make them. go. away. They,said again, "Do something. "- tie * said, 


"Okay, if they promise to keep the; plant closedo" - They agreed 
but we couldn't do a thing. The people even gave. the Mayor 
of West Allis'a bath. We started a parade and this stopped 


' something. worse, from happening like in. Chicago. They would 
have broken: down. the” fences, which they had already started to 


do, especially knowing the company was handing iron pipes to. 
those inside to use.. ae 
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; To. sum up ‘about. the workers ‘in West Allis, I say 
nothing happened ‘like the way the workers all over rallied 


against K and K (KNOX and KNUDSEN). 


_Labor rallied through- > t 


‘out the entire country. 


They were in our backyard by the. 


interest they. took. 
a labor movement and 
“let -the ‘nation down. 


The hope in back of it is that we. have 
organized. groups and that we Will not 
We also learned, all” of us, one thing, 


that these people who talk so loudly about national defense 


- think so little about defense of ‘the peoples vit makes > us 


each worker, . ‘tho PORLESSTNGHR case for ‘example. 


‘negroes. \ 2 ae 


think. they are not so sincere They have ‘something in the 

‘back of their ae They know the war program. is ager) 
We of West Allis are happy. we ‘secured a Anion, 

got more than we thought we would for awhile. . But we are 


' happy we: ‘aided all people to maintain liberties and ELEneS 


and to keep the bation free and democratic. 


y 


oe , At the conclusion of this last speech the audience 


- prepared to. file. out of the auditorium, when they,were addressed 


by ALICE: OWS, a member of the executive committee of the. 
National/Féderation for Constitutional Liberties, who urged 
that all those present who were not already members of the 


‘ Washington. Committee for Democratic Action do something to: 
. become members. - 


She stated that the F. Bele, the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission, and the Dies Committee are carrying on an 
attack against Government workers... If these attacks succeed, 
union activity in Government work will end. It will be a 
great threat to organization. We are taking up the case of 
We will 
take legal acti so join. the ranks: of the fighters. This 
means the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. ‘She- 
then told those who were not members to sign the membership 
cards. which had been placed on the seats before the meeting 


‘started.; One of these cards is being forwarded to Go Bureau. 
. The audience- then sang "Vito is our Leader." 


# 


ad 


j 
Agent noted. that there were seven uaa +i ‘seven 


hundred fifty persons attending this meeting, the majority 


of them being Jewish. About one-fifth of the audience were 


\ ceed 
s 6 % Me 


rat 
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Po __ ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU | 
ae Press Release gen ate a 
a Mass Meeting. Bill. bs, , Ts ~~ . 
Call National Actio Conference : 
- Circular cant Action conte in Cold Blood" ° 
[.. Song. Book. distributed at meeting: Zz April 20, 1941. ie : i 3g 


. Announcement. of. meeting. aha 25, (1941, _ at Uline? ‘s Arena — 


y 
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UNDEVELOPED Liaps. 


. THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE, at Washington, De Co, will 
‘continue to conduct and report investigations with . ie 
reference to the National ‘Federation for Constitutional 
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THESS MEN WERE THE FIRS? TO FIGHT HITLBRISK 


Now -Thoy Ars 


: | |) "COLL 


' Cable From London 2123 Pill. pri april 1 18, 8,194.” 


MENT. CAMP CLOSED, BRIGADERS DEPORTED TO NORTH AFRICA TO 


WORK TRANS-SAHARAN. RAILAY. OTHERS EE ING EXTRADITED ‘GURMANY — 


DEPORTATION AND BXTRADIZ ION. URGENT YOU ACT. REPLY US KB- 


 gULTS. | . -° <* ” Rowe 4 International Brigade Association 


| 150 BRIGADERS KILLED CAMP VERNET. REVOLT «AGAINST BAD TREAT = 
| London. ' 


: 


| 
ITALY. INTERES CORDELL HULL EQUEST VICHY ACT AGAINST . | 


Oe ence erties 6 nA eeNtRRRIIeNR anRe Etat Cina: SE «Aree Aetnpe A mete Ns AER m nt meme eam eet genni eee re I at, Cy 


: WHO | ae} LAME, 


The FRENCH the’ - GERMAN The BRIT ISH . The UNITED “STATES 
GOVERNMENT - GOVERNMENT =".  GOVERNVENT - GOVERNVENT ~ which 
which refuses. which still which’ refuses : has never taken a 
c to. permit the - - hounds thése oto permit & ‘single step to help 
evacuation of _ first foes of rescue aig theso enemies of 
the refagees | . fascisme to saile , Hitlerism to mar Ae 


WHAT M 


_FRCTEST TC EC THE STATE DEPARTNENT: 


U I BE DONE : 


' The. United gtates Government must put every pressure on 
: the French eouSreneny to stop the deportations: ant extra- 
aa ? - ditions. : 


The United states Government must require the British to let 
rescue ships: saile ~ 


PHONE THE SECRETARY OF STATB: 


‘The number, is “Republic “5600. Or simply put this in an 1 envelope, 
' sign and mail Ath gpoenereey: Hull will get the. sEonne aS : 


*SSUPPORE THE WORK OF TEE UNITED. SPANISH ‘ad COMETS, 210 Evang Bldge 
ee : : Washington, De Ce. 
District 1445 - 
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Sarit, 


; % at oH rae nt ig pe Fe ae Oe ei " * ates os . ie Pee ae + + o 
: “~ t eat fy : F . . 6 : “yo S i Ae mers got . ne Be og: 
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7 i , ca oy " : Pane ze " ae ues) : _* Wa oe RES oy aL She bagi eG im: 


~“RUSPICESE A eS oe a oo ek 


_ WASHINGTON COMMITTEE. for ‘DEMOCRATIC ACTION 
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ee ers pan < vee ae : wee - pe Daas . : 0D P ey 
_ EVERYWHERE, iroiughout”  Kenericg: ae: people eve? ‘swung into action : jin. dc. 
tense ‘of their civil. rights... There’ is : -deep’and mouniting: ‘indignation at'the attacks -- 
on ‘constitutional. liberties. These attacks are: directed ‘against freedom of speech, 
press. ‘and assembly, the right to: organize and. bargain collectively,. the right to * 
‘vote as. you’ please, the right to freedom of opinion... They are’ -carried‘ on with © 


a police violence ‘and. vigilante . intimidation. :.[ But the ‘people ‘have refused to °* 


give ground. - They have: moved. forward;. strong and ‘unyielding, in. defense of 
“our American liberties, which the forces of reaction, under the cloak of war hysteria... 
_ would destroy." “The: masses, ok ‘the People demand.” “No: Placeou of civil, ee on 


ae ys tas is Ps 
aoe fag tatters page : i °S . 
R ; Sie alae vasa eee, See 3 es ta a 


EDWIN. S. SMITH 


OLE: 


= - 


“TIME: “Sunday, April 20, 815. PM 


PLACE: National Press| Club | 
a: _ Auditorium ° (14th and F Steet, N. wy 


| ADMISSION: 25 Cents: 


ofa eo, Ye, oe awe, a a ae ee =. ey i Resa 


na ti iona i1 
 ACTI ON 
conference 


APRIL 19- 20 * 


_ HOTEL HAMILTON | 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


N ational Federation / he Constitutional Liberties = 


- NW 52770. Docld:34357205 Page a ae _— , i re 
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"No Blochout of Catt Rights” 


VERYWHERE throughout America thé people have swung into action in defense of’ 
their civil rights. There is deep and mounting indignation at the attacks on Constitu- 

tional liberties. ae . 

These attacks are directed at the people—in-homes, in factories, ¢ on Nema: in organiza- 
tions. They are directed against freedom of speech, press and assembly; the right to 
- organize and bargain collectively; the right to privacy of membership lists; the right to 
vote as you please; the right. to freedom. of worship and opinion. ney are catried on with 
police violence and vigilante intimidation. 

"These attacks are initiated or supported, in many inbtanges: by agencies of federal, | 
state and local government. Other assaults, less direct but more subversive of the people's 
sovereignty, are governmental proposals for mediation, arbitration, super-labor tribunals 
on a “voluntary” basis. 

_ In Congress, now ready for enactment are bills on wire tapping; universal fingerprint- 
ing; repeal and drastic amendment of the National Labor Relations Act; outlawing closed 
shops; prohibiting strikes; deportation or concentration camps for aliens; outlawing 
minority parties; life imprisonment for “treachery”; death sentence for ' ‘sabotage”; and life 
imprisonment for advocating changes in government. 7 ma’ 

In-43 state” legislatures, similar bills or worse, are under consideration. 


In the face of these attacks, the ‘people have refused to give ground. They have . 

. moved forward, strong and unyielding, in defense of our American liberties which the 

forces-of-reaction,_under.the_cloak..of..war.hysteria, would destroy. 
From coast to coast come reports of successful action: 


@ New organizations to defond civil liberties are springing up. 
rs State- -wide conferences to defend civil rights are being organized. 
@ From thousands of people come mass protests. 


eae the fight for civil rights, though different in detail, in essence is the same. 
. The time has now come to pool our experiences and ideas. Systematic strategy is required 


on a national scale to defend Constitutional “liberties. : 


Therefore, the National ‘Federation for Constitutional Liberties is calling a NATIONAL 
Action ConrERENCE ON Civit Ricuts. This is a conference, not for talk, but to plan and act. 
The masses of the people demand, “No blackout of civil rights!” 


x 


National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
1410 H Street, N. W. ~ NAtional 7720 -— Washington, D. C. 
THE WAY TO KEEP FREE SPEECH IS TO SPEAK" 


“7° 


SSS 


PROGRAM. 
Saturday, ie 19 


Registration—Hammron Horet, Gotp Room ae: 30 « a.m.’ 
CHatmmMAN--REVEREND OWEN A. KNOX, Chairman, National Federation for Constitutional Liberties |. a: 
_ Roll Call of the States ee . . . : isin 
‘ Report of the Secretary | eee Tee ~ 1080-1200 


_ ACTION MEETINGS 


‘This is‘a Conference to plan. effective action in defense of civil -rights, The ‘Action Meetings, 

- ‘without formal speeches, will center discussion on the most pressing civil rights issues today. 
In them the delegates must Play - the leading ert Out of them will- ‘come clear-cut, workable 
plans in meeting the issues | 7 a oe 


. * ee * a 2 


_ Rights of Franchise - - ees Ber. ae 2s Kis Meare oh 11-12;30° 

“Labor's Rights ee a ; REE Se aS 2:00- 3:30. 
Racial Discrimination ee | pe 2  O Gec4 3:30- 5:00 

| Saturday Evening — | . | 

Open House to Delegates—Hosrs: Washington Committee for sen Action 8:30 p.m. 


Sunday Morning, Ava 20 
ACTION MEETING. 


Freedom of Speech, Press and Assembly _ 


oe ae ome 


lo: 120. 12:0 OD 2 cen 


Been he ees bur: aeidetiStetremtSieebtcenientchi beet 


By Sunday Afernson | _ o 
PLANS FOR ACTION—Immediate and Long Range 2: 00- 4: 00 


' On Issues:. Plans for action, growing out of the Action Meeting, will be submitted for 
discussion and decision. 


On Organization: Plans for more ‘effective organization of forces, arse and locally, 


will be submitted. 
MASS MEETING—Narionat Press Ciue Avprtonum 2s . » 8:15 p.m. 


Auspices: Washington Committee for. Democratic Action 


Speakers:. Epwin S. Smitx 
Member, National Labor Relations Board 


’ Currorp T. McAvoy — 
Deputy Commissioner of Welfare, New York City 


—— Monday, April 21 | 
~ Delegates will: visit their: ee and penetors on. legislation’: - ; ee, uta 
- atlecing Civil Rights. - POTS, ae DE ey i a 2: 9:30-a:m,- e 
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“CHAIRMAN. o>. 7 
: _¢ Rev.cOWEn, A. Knox 


tg Bs 


Address: Street... ofa 


HunseRt : BIBERMAN 


ov ICE- CHAIRMEN ~ “ os 

~ JosEPHINE Trustow. ADAMS: * © 

Philadelphia, ‘Pa, *% ‘ 

: _ Matconat Corron’Dosps. . + - 
2 Cetin Tenn: ee a 


“CAREY McWiniiams: ; ney Sects 


-; “Eos Angeles, Calif, 
_ Avérep K.. STERN 
- New York,NY. -. 
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J Misa 


PRs whe 7 "ie tess 


Oe ‘Tomas "Appts 
San F vancisco ;. Calif... 


Oscar AMERINGER. 


Se Oklahoma’ City, Okla. 
: Ropenta ANTHONY 


Springfield, Mass. ° 


ELMER Benson = > ee 


Appleton, “Minn. 
11n. Joun..T.: : BERNARD 
-Eveleth, Minn. | 


Hollywood, Calif. = "> +: 
Louis. P. Brrx . fie ys 

“New York, N.Y. Stee © 
rn. Ernst. P. Boas. a Gene 
‘ ‘New York, N. Ye 
POE Ts RANL “BOAS= ronnie 
New York; N.Y. ' - 
Dr.” HENRY Biesy 

Kingston, N. Y. 
‘Dr. GEORGE L. Brown. . -z 

Philadelphia, Pa, . £ a 
Por, Haro ‘CHAPMAN Brown 

Palo Alto, Calif. <0 0 cite = 
JosuvrH CaDDEN a 

New York, N.Y. 


Russutt N. CHase -~ ; 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Erne, CiypDE 

=- Long Asland,-N. Ys y2 xa .2 + 

Mrs. Wacrer Core : 
Germantown, Pa. 


Davin Davis - + | 
eaccltie ‘Pa, 


Detroit, Mich. ~ : eRe 


ay 


a Brea Vv, 
"New York, N.Y 


“! 


E COMMITTEE. 


, Washington, D.C. 


Josern. Corrin: 
New York; Nai 


“BERTHA Josey’ Foss 
New York, N.Y. 


" Josep’ Gebers 


es -Tritssville, Ala. : 
~ -Crias. _Graitam ee Oe lt 


» Dasnitc: HamMert ° 
New. York, N. ‘Y. 


rani: Me Har’ r. 


co STA BRAHAM" hoi : 


: “Hewerk) N. J. : eT 


; Joun P. Davis 


Washington, D. C. 


Annerta.M. Duc any 
- Chicago, Ml 


Dono. 


Jamus R. Dupin . 
Philadelphta, Pa, 


Roskrr We, Dunn 0D ete 


“New, York, NuwY¥. -) 3 
‘Gor: WIE Eavin, * , 
“Philadelphia; ‘ Pit 


- .. Elmer O. ‘FEHL HABER‘, \ 


eae Oite y ey 


Sana Barb iFrhLb a 


Los Gatos, Calif. 


_ . Mirenee renter 


“New Orleans; -La.t 7 


Dk Harry J. IGkERNE = 
© Philadelphia, Pa.! 


Mary Foiey Ghoasin 
Philadelphia, Pa, . 


~ Pror. Marion HATHWwAY 


Pittsburgh, Pa. ’ 
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Long Island City, N. Y. 
~- CLi¥rorv T) MéAvo¥ 
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~ 4+ Philadelphia, Pa.. 
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Detroit, Mich. , 
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Beata C. Revnouits - 
Long Island. City, N.Y. 


INALDS OcauneSenviany a 
Beverly. Hills; Caltf. 


Mrs. Avaerr B. TrickeR 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Saux C. WALDBAUM — .., wy ; 
“Philadelphia, Pa, * * 


Shee ‘Doxey A. Wi. KERSON - 
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Name-of Delegate or Observer 


_ Enclose. $____.____ : for registration at $1.00 per person. $. contribution toward | ‘expense of. confererice. 


‘NATIONAL: L FEDERATION for COMRTTIUTIONAL LIBERTIES 


1410 H Street, N. a Phone NAtional 7720 - bs eRe . Washington, D. G. 


mele “GEBHOS8 a ; _ 
/NW 52770" Docld: 34387205: — 39°. ae 22 ta ates 


eject 


FRIDAY EVENING 8:30 
PRIL 25, 
ULINE ARENA 
THIRD AND Mt STREETS, NE 
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Internationally famous baritone of the concert stage, has 

- appeared before celebrated audiences for twenty years. 

~ A Phi Beta’Kappa graduate from Rutgers College, he was 

also an All-American football player.’ He created the 

( title role in Eugene O'Neill's play, “The Emperor Jones." 

He has been the star both in America and Europe of 

_ many stage, and motion picture successes. More re- 

cently he added lustre to his name by presenting over 

the radio the outstanding musical song hit, "Ballad for 
Americans." _ a Fee 


AUSPICES: WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR AID TO CHINA 
BENEFIT: CHINESE MEDICAL AND WAR ORPHAN RELIEF 


6 23k bee toned Sete SA ee ESR eS SSeS ESO Re Ae 


Seats: .55 — 1.10 — 1.65 — 2.20 (incl. tax) 
. Tickets at: , 3 
Uline Arena, 3rd and M Sts., N.E. —--------—---------------— LI. 8500 


American Auto. Assn., 17th and Pa. Ave. -...------------ ME. 4000 
Kitt’s, 1330 G St., N.W.. ---------------------- NA. 7332 
Aid to China, 1410 H. St., Ni Wiis eee RE. 0865 


National Negro Congress, 717 Fla. Ave., N.W. —.--— MI. 2000 
Or tear off and mail to ULINE ARENA, 3rd & M Sts., N.E. 


I am enclosing $2 for_____---- tickets at $._.----- each 
Name____________----.------------------- nnn gt an Naat ace ae 
| | 1 
Address_.....-.----------------- othe os tyne cpa, | Sete teas hs eaten a Fs 
a3 <> 0 


: c 
Bok cs oul cena al ov Sk aoa tach : : z 
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I wish to renew my 


membership f°. 
I wish to become q 


member C] 


I wish to contribute $ 


Mail This Card Today 
AEB so 
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; 
MASS MEETING 
National Press ‘Club Auditorium 
April 20 - 8:15 P.M. 
SONGS 
| 
i 
Auspices: 
Washington Committee for Democrati¢ Action 
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
x ie * - f . 
NAV 52770 Docld:34357205 Page 43 
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-A-thoroughfare. for freedom beat,. - 


(AMERICA, THE BEAUTIFUL 


oe 


Oh beautiful. for spatious skies, 


For Babee waves of grain, 

For purple mountains majesties, 

ieeoe uy fruited plains, 

America, America, God sed His grace on thee, 
And. crown thy good with vrotherhood, _ 


From sea to shining sea. 


Ch beautiful for Pilgrims! feet, 


Whose stern impassioned tread, 


Across the wilderness, 


America, America, God shed His grace on thee, 


‘And crown thy good with brotherhood, 


From sea to shining sea. 


or oan HOLD THE FORT 


1. We meet badey in freedom's cause, 
? ; And raise our Ceucoe td ae 
We'll join our hands in union strong 
To battle se Le ales | 


Chorus | . 


Hold the fort, 'for ne are “coming, 
ee ot Union men be strong 
5 : ' Side by side we battle onward, 
Victory will come. ad R 
2. Look, ny brother, see ‘the: box. 
Banners waving high; 
Reenforcements now appearing; 
Victory is nigh. 
- . _ Chorus 
3. See our mauberd sili increasing, 
Wear thie “bugles. blow. - Es 
= By eon ee we chal ‘tviumph : 
Ouer. every foe. 
Chorus 
ere rene 
SOLIDARITY | - 
The workers learned their iason nee aa everyone can see, 
e The workers know their Masage ase their greatest enemy , 
: We'll fight and fight until ee win the final victory, 


Through. One Big Solid Union. 
Chorus 


Solidarity: foreren! 
Solidarity forever! 

Solidarity forever! 

For the union makes us strong, 


\ 
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JCE HILL 
Bi dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night 
é Alive as re awe me, 
Says’ i “But Joe, you! re ten years Sdaeals " 


"T never died," says he. (Repeat) 


® | "In Salt Lake, Joe, by God," says I 
Him standing: by my bed, 
"They framed, you on a murder charge." 


Says Joe, “wBut I ain't dea. m (Repeat. - 


"The copper Ddosses killed you, Joe, 
They shot you, Joe," says I. 

"Takes more than guns ‘to Kill a man, 
Says Joe, "I didn't die.” (Repéat.)- 


* 


And stending peers. ig big as. life 
pike Ee eel re os 
And smiling vith his exes. 
Joe says "net ae forest to kill 


Went on to organize," (Rasen) 


“Joe Hill ain't dead," he says to me, 
"Joe Hill aint never died, 

| Where workingmen are out on strike 
Joe Hill is at their side." (Repeat. ) 
"From San Diego up to Maine 

In every mine and mill - 

Where workers strike and organize," 


Says he, "You'll find Joe Hill." (Repeat.). 
(Repeat first stanza -- very softly) 
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i re ec ne a acts See, ei ee ee 


THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER 


ace 


“oh; say can you see 


oy 


oe By the dawn's early light 


Ji -2 


What so proudly we hailed 
‘At the twilight's last gleaming. 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars | 
riesueh tis Deritows night’ 
_O'er the ramparts we watched 
Were ‘so entlantly streaming. 
“ind the ‘rockets! red glare, 
Bombs bursting in air, . 
Ba prevarensry = Mabe wee Ba Gate: proof through tier nities Se en ee eee 
aba! ou Ales was, stiti-there: 
Oh say does that Star Spangled Banner yet wave. 
ise the. land of the free P % 


-fnd the home of the brave. - 


x 
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7 JOHN EDGAR Hoo 
: ; DIRECTOR 
E aneeet Rove es Tne 
o, acs States Department of Justice a vie a 
y Se Sn a es ) Mashington, 2. C. ee ee Ce ee : 
“ ARsGEG Cee be ‘Lpre 29, 1941 ~. ec eee 
| Times 3:25 P.M. na . Beat 
4d" aa onaNDUM’ FoR MR. Be AY TAM 3G co aes 
. : . a: : é _ aor ; ; fe ; . ‘4 
ices : if : fe : ae ‘ 
Res” a cas : a 
Mr.’ Vanech.in Ur. McGuire's office Peiepwence: and meres Al 


stated that Senator. ‘Mead has requested to ‘be advised if the 
name of eg captioned individual, who resides at 1928. ‘Belmont eae, 4 
Road, N. Washington, D..C., appears on the: membership | ae 
list of th Ovashington. COMME LCL... OTs DEMOCTALIC rACELON» The. peo Se 
Senator has wnateated 1 that Saposs has. been after him for-an . . * 
endorsement for a'position, the nature of which was not’ stated, fe 
and he wanted to-know of any derogatory information: concérn- : 


ing him. I ‘told Mr... Vanech z would check this, and cold him > 
bach. =. , wt ers ee | 

: . ; ep 2 \ 
I called -Mr. Vanech and advised inate the Bur eau! mee a = 

_ files indicate he is listed as a member ‘of the. Washingto re. = oS 
Committee for Democratic Action and that. there are numerous. = aA \ 
references to this person.in the files. .- : a See Coad ree wo 
: ” - cia Respectfully, a ee iu wt = ee ae 
-f . 7. ie nS E 
Porte ee ae 
A. Rosen. : tae. OE = aS Ta ae ae : 
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Ra ly io  Emphasing—" 
‘Labor’ s Strike ‘Rights - 


he rally “to ‘svipport ‘labor's right; 
“te: strike”. awill be held at-8:15 ae : 


Carl aeeiiey, vice: “pisldey, " 
the oMatyland ‘and - District ‘Indus-. 
fial ;Union.,, Cotincil,: and:*C.* -Wy, 
Sowler. “will discuss ‘recent ant : 
jeiitdetense ‘industry ‘strikes;:antif | 
ee, eateries and: ~parminist : 


wor 5. RECORDED . - sere | 
ag ff aa an re | 
/b0-4 8 fe | 2 ng 
Re RE . THE WASHINGTON POST Cen ee 
7 nN * de _April.9, 1941 ae ON ot 


MAY 5 1941 
9 fh. pcb 
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Dy poet ons ei _asiaprnnetiniodit 
; m ‘ 
gh 
ye 


r 
t 


& ;, WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR peMacraric ACTION 
~ CH fp aksteec FEDERATION FOR CONS iTUTIONAL LIBERTIES. 


. { : 
+1440 H SiR. Ww oh . -WERHINGION, u. 


RETURN POSTAGE, GUARANTEED | 
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hs ‘eubvesied our. een ‘rights to freedom of- 

|. timidation, and threats—in ami: attempt to. frighten h 
a this: ‘time of great national. emergency. j. 2. that 
* to. defend himself, 3, That the Dies: ‘Committee, ‘through. its. methods and the perversion a its obiectives a 


q a-3 ‘symbol ‘of those ‘forces driving toward the un- -American’ way of, lifes. ~ 

Pe eee | THEREFORE. WE, in. jury: and court’ -assembled, do hereby ‘Gemiend that the Dies. ‘Committee. rn i 

me as i in. oe ple forum, ‘that. the- voice. of the: American people, meres. heard. ‘ Me eT 
. aS po PCE Re oe ae . 


~ JUDGE: RockwellKent oo “le — 
- DEFENDANTS: The. Dies Commitee va 


hk ome eee oe 
eet cee eat cae ‘We: the People’ ee es = 


_ Unt fea aes National Field Organizer, ‘National Mit ne Jr 


. Petes{Hawley, /Member,. “Exectitive Board, ‘United ‘Office - dnd } _ 
a ‘Workers of America. * : ae ae 


~ WRITERS—Henrietta i Buckmaster, Author, “Let My People Go.” 
* BOOKS —JuleSYanover’ ‘Executive | Secretary, The: ‘Bookshop. / oh 
~ EDUCATION Doxey Nilkerson, Professor of Education, Howat 1 University 


~HEGRO— John; JohinjDavis;"s. Secretary. National Negro’ Cosigteag eee ak * | 
- GOVERNMENT ‘WORKERS Hugh = Chairman, Washintgtbn Comiht 


Democratic enon: 


7 : ‘Ownsmneron.commarree ¢ FOR. DEMOCP 
constiTyr— 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


" ¥orm No. 1. 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK CITY 


: ia 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE < iPERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


‘WASHINGTON, D. C. 


‘CHARACTER OF CASE 
INTERNAL SHCURINY (6) 


FILENO. - 100-283 


| J.B. OMLBARY JBO:MEL 5 - 


“Public hearing under. auspices: ‘of Wasnine ston 
Committee for Democratic Action and Netional 
Feders ation for Constitutional Liberties held 

in National. Press Club auditorium, Washington 
D, C., May 27, 1941. Sveakers- and affiliations - 
and remarks set out. General purpose of meeting wa 
to discredit. and smear the Dies Committee. © 


E 
yo 


\e 


i 
EL BiAi2t0 


= 


a: 
C.D KVL D 


“aD WASHINOTON, D. Ge oe 


es This investigation. is “predicated upon a Rand pif 
‘had! been distributed throughout ‘Washington, .D. G.- with” 


a 2 DEbL Ok IneuC 


BE 


: ok 
a? TM 
thigh he 


‘ZFe egard sto a public hearing to be held under the auspices, of the \ 


: Veskington, Committee-for Democratic Action and-the National 
. rBedezatiion for Constitutional Liberties, at the National Press 
Glut Sida t orium, 14th and F. Streets, Northwest,.-at 8:15 P. M., 


diey- 8, aig4l, 


f 


m A reproduction of this hand bill follows Hereafter: 

> . PUBLIC HEARING 
: SS, &. is : d 
ey @he People VS. ores Committee — ae. 


qe a 
ih AO 
Bill ‘of Indictment: We, repidsentivives of ordinary | 


geet charges 


: APPROVED "AND 


1. That. aoe Digs: ,Suntttes has subverted our 


“FORWARDED: 


po COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
€5> Bureau (Enclosures) 

2 -. New York a oreetton) 
2 ~ Washington Field’ 
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a . 
vf , A | a ‘ 
on \ i 
as \ : { 
£ a Coristi tutional rights to fpeelon of syeceh, orga anization, petition, 
7 and. assembly~through smearing, intimidation, and threats - in an 4S 


attempt to frig zhten honest people in all walks of life in order to |. ? 
prevent free discussion in this time of great national emergency, 
‘ ‘2. That the Dies Committee has. disregarded the traditional right of 
‘the accused to defend himself. 3. That the Dies Committee, through )~ 
its methods and the perversion of its objectives, has become a symbol - 
of those force's driving toward the un-American way of life. 
Therefore We, in jury. and court assembled, do hereby demand 
‘ that the Dies Committee stand teial: before us in a public forum, \ 
that the voice of the Amenic people may be. heard. 


< 


-.’ DEFENDANTS? 
WITNESSES , 


iccnte Saekoreeys American 
Youth. Congress j A ok 
. National Field oes National 
Maritime Union : 


7 f and Professional Workers of America 
Writers /Suckmaster, Author, "Let my People Go." 
_ Books - duleMYanyver) Executive . Secretary, The Bookshop 
hr a ae ‘Education =(Dexey We ae : 
ye ee Gaiversity . oe a 


"8 Peace 7 Mor 


apes - cam Davis) 8 
t 7 a aa G 
* : Sy Government OREETE 


s aaEtree-for™ emocratic ‘iction 


J Y 


o¢ : ry : . ye 


JURY: We, esse: a eo ae | es 


This meeting vas ‘aeneaoled for 8:15 P. M. end the writer. , go AS 
_arrived at approximately 8:20 P.’M. It was noted in the lobby en= 
aan , trance to the suditorium that various pamohlets were being sold, 
7 several of which were “purchased and are being furnished to the Bureau 
; . as enclosures to this report. There was also noted in the lobby, a 
sign-on-the wall bearing, the notation "Jim Crowism Must Go, Sign the - 
~ . Petition to Restore the Rights of the Negro in Washington, D.C." 2 4 
OO Bee Wein were printed. ‘in large red ‘and blue block letters and eae 
’ “near the sign was a saa ae woman, seated at a table endeavoring a 


i - . 7 
{ 3 ° A % eae ; ae | 
S ; i F : d - 4 


wf : : ac OS . : : ; on 2 OG 


‘ 
: : te “4 ; a a . : 7 i 
‘ - . + . ‘ 
a : £0 ae) cs 
: y \ Se < 1 z : : & 
wheat ~ ‘ z ee 
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ae ~ ; : - : 

to secure signatures upon the petition, a copy of which petition - 

is also being forwarded to the Bureau with copies of this report. 

The purpose of this petition was to ‘bring pressure to bear woon 
? the Congress of the United States to enact into law, Senate Bill 
Number 1456, a Civil Rights Bill -for the District of Columbia . 
which. would "provide penalties for discrimination in public places: 
against any’ person on, account of ‘race, color or creed, 

a “Phere was’ also in. ‘ne Loney, 3 a table wh, pre various 

maga: ines.and Qooks were displayed, such as "hg New Republic", é 
Th yiNation" oe the People" by LEO; *PUBERMAN ribet My People re — 
Goll by HENRIETT Ay /BUCKMASTER , and’ ROCKWBEEM CENTS Onis is My Own'!, S Gee 
~, In back of this' ‘table. stood a huge Sign readingsAre 1 these books 
subversive, the Dies Coumittee thinks. sol, are was ‘also a sign 


semnintncirn sane names 


2 


distributed by the Bookshop of Washington, D. c. od : 4 

\ 4 ; 45% 2 
There was also a lazige table where tickets were being » 

sold for the, hearing and upon. which table was a large sien reading "Join 

the Washington. Committee for Democratic Action". 7Membership cards for 

this organization were being distributed, several of which were Ob= | _ 

ea tained and are-being included as enclosures vith this report. i 


»/ . a ? 

~ ' There were no decorations in the auditorium except “for 

two. American flags which were displayed one on each side. of the : 
balcony in the rear of the (room. ‘the stage was set with a judge's. ~ ee a 
chair in the center. and to the left, that isthe audience's left, sete a 

. there were a number of chairs for the witnesses. To the right on 

the stage were four or five chairs: which were covered by a sign 
. Yeading "The-Defendants, the Dies Committee", At the very back of ~ 
the stage appeared a 2 age sign reading "The Way .to Keep ape Speech 


is to Speak", - 
: 


~ The euditor iui is éapable of seating from five to six hundred 
people by crowding, and it is estimated that approximately 400 people 
were in attendance at this meeting, It was noted that there were 
(‘approximately 15 nes Zroes present. ‘lt was, aliso noted that approximately 
fe eas of the Rou enes was nade up of women. From further observation 


until 9:05 P. M. 


/ 


) ; i j ; : woo ‘iy 

The writer noted PHILMBONOSKY, President of the ity *~ | 

-.. Council Workers Alliance of America, 930 M Street, Northwest, who - 
is also connected/with the Communist Paxtyf-theQistrict of Colum- _.~ . 

bia and CLARENO GRIBIWITZ, alias(ChARENCy) UREWITZ, who is also . ” 

known to the Washington Field Office asa Communist” agitator, » as? 
being present in the audience. BONOSKY was noted to jake many ugtes 

. during the course of the evening. 


-\ 
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The nee twe Was’ ‘opened by a young moan serving in the 
capacity of bailiff coming” on to the stage and announcing over 
the audition system, "Hear Ye, Here Ye, the Honorable people's ~ -— 

Court is now: in’session. All those having business in ‘the |. 

Court please remain". The witnesses for the prosecution then. 

filed across the stage end took their seats. The entrance of a 
the judge. was then announced and thereupon ROCKWELL. KENT, dressed- ~ ? 
‘in the. black robe of a Justice came upon the stage ‘cand took his 

place in the. judgets- chair. “He rapped his gavel and announced 

the opening of the court. fe oy See - Pas 
‘ ' KENT commenced by Stating it was ‘fitting to open this 
session of the court by‘ a: prayer, as it was religion’ that gave 
sanction to our morals and religion that gave sanction ‘to our ; 
espirations,’ He read the * opening prayer which he said was, the 

_ prayer read upon the opening of. the first continental, congress. , 
At the conclusion of the: prayer he made some remarks about the - 


“reason for the existence of courts and as to-why this verticular ~ r 


cr 
Hf 


“court was sitting.» He quoted from the preamble of the Constitu- 


tion and also read the Bill of Rights, concluding with the re- 
marks that the people ‘of America were entitled to, the freedom 
anes them and were in court at this time to guard sacaniads the 

peurpason of one freedom. yO, Se, oS ok 

KENT next ‘réad' a number of- teleg erams and messeges ‘which a 
had been received from various individuals and organizations , 
throughout, the country, exoressing their approval and support of 
this meeting as.a rebuke to the Dies Committee. . Messeges were - 
read from Rev. OWEN A KNOX, a number of individuals from 
Poughkeepsie, New York anda dozen or so others of which ‘the re- 
porting Reon was not ableto secure the names. ‘ 
y . 


\ ra 4 
KENT next anid eed the’ court would hear the case. of (| i 
iMhe F People vs. MARTIN DIES", He asked aif the witnesses for the “ 
public were present and the witnesses unanimously replied "Yes, 3 i 


He next asked if the witnesses for the Defense were present and 
received no answer. He thereupon stated, "I know there are Agents- - 
of the Dies Cotmittee in the auditoriur!, and boldly statéd thet if v 
they were men} they would stand up. This gave the audience a 
great feeling and the majority applauded lustily. No one stood of - : 
course and KENT thereupon inquired “will no. one defend ‘the defen- ~ Ges 
dent. Ish! t¢ there someone in the hall who is poor énough and low , 

enough rho will even consent to defend this defendant for a consi- # 
deration?! At this point a young man dressed as a country Bumkin ° . 4 
volunteeréd from the rear-of-the hall and came forth upon the. , J 
stage carrying on in a frivolous manner, which drew great leughs 
from tne audience., po Bigs 2 es 


2 . } ‘ 7 aes rg 


o 


é 


“THe case then ereeusded and the first witness for 

the prosecution was FRANCES WILLIAMS, Executive Secretary, | 
American Youth Congress, -who was speaking on hehalf of Youth. 

She related how the Youth Congress was made up of four. and 
one-half million of American Youths, who wanted a chance at - 
education, gainful employment, a. chance to keep their country 

out of Wer ‘and an opportunity. to. live.in a world of peace: , 

She spoke of how the Dies Committee” had subpoenaed an indivi~ 
dual whose name was not given, which individual was supposedly 


‘an officer of the National Youth Congress, but who actually : 


had not been a member for two years. The Youth Congress heard 
‘about this subpoena and decided they should have representatives 
pres ent at the hearing in ‘order that they might vindicate any . 
charges which would, be made ‘against the Youth Congress. ‘She “— 
stated the officers of the National’ Youth Congress banded together 
in New York City with a period of about ten-hours: to spare and > 
telephonically contacted. various members to make the trip to 
‘Washington, D. C. in order to appear before the Dies Committee. 
Inasmuch as they could not afford to come by sleeper, this 


representative group was alleged by WILLIAMS to have come by’ the. 


"milk train which leaves New York between 3: 00 and 5:30 Ae Me 
Upon their arrival in Weshington, they appeared at the Dies: 

- Committee hearing and demanded to be. heard... As a result of their 
unity and testimony, she stated, the Dies Committee in its re- 
ports declared the Youth Congress was not, subversive. She further 
related how in. 1940, the Youth Congress had met in Washington. and 
had had a ‘gathering of about three to four thousand and: how they 
-had met in the early part of 1941 énd had a gathering of from ' 
five to six thousand q further , they expacted to meet’ in Phila- 
delphia between saneiee J 

the greatest gathering of Grassroot Youths ever assembled in | 
this country. During the course of WILLIAM'S talk she was in- 
terrupted by the Judge, who asked her various leading questions, 
the answers to which always reflected unfavorably to the Dies 
Committee, with regard to the allegation. that the Dies Committee’ 
had declared ‘the Youth Congress was not subversive. She was un-~. 
doubtedly’ referring to the report dated. Jenuary 3, 1940 appearing 
on pages 9 and 10 in the volume “Investigation” of UnAmerican pro- 
paganda in the United States, 76th Congress, 3rd Session,” Union 
Calender number 5, réport number 1476", at which it was stated, 
Nin the cese of American Youth Congress, the Committee finds a 
central organizetion which has no membersh vip of its own, but which 
attempts to affiliate the largest possible number of orgenizations 
of American young people, the vest majority of whom have no con- 
nection with communism, nazism or any movement of the sort, but. 
are members of some of/the most necessary and valuable organize= 
tions which our country possesses. # ithe Young Communist League 
as well as other organizations im which the Communists have played. 
an importent part, is affiliated with the American Youth Congress 
and testimony has been presented to the Committee, to: indicate : 
that this minority group, has at times, asserted an influence on © 


uly 7th, at which time they would jut on | 


‘\ 


r 


the Americen Youth Congress out of all proportion to its size. “The - 


% ee 5 =ES 
-5= : : = 


me 
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committee was unable to see nae it Was ‘possible for this Or any >. 


other organization of American Youth claiming to preserve and 


' vitalize the American Institution and life of America, to eiect 
' to promote that work by including within its ranks. those who 


‘do not’ believe in democracy, but believe in a contrary. philosophy 


_ of life and form of Government. " 7 © ly a Sas eG 


ie a Bes ; : 
~The Judge, ROCKWELL KENT, then asked the defendant's 

witness if he had (anything to say.. This witness, who was acting 

the part of a clown, gazed at “PRANCES WILLIAMS and stated, . HT 


~ know she‘is a Goninsntet'. The Judge asked him how he knew, ‘and. 


efter thinking a while he replied, "Well, I hed a maid, who ‘had 
‘a fried, which friend had been told’ by a frieni of hers that this + 
friend of hers had heard that this, party was. a communist", 
‘This caused.a ereat deal of laughter from the audience. | . 8 

‘ 5 - , ( _ i a 

The next. witness wos oraza\ warsoy Secretary,’ National ~ 

Labor Committee Against War, Secretary, American-Peace Mobilization, 
Vice’President, Américan’ Newspaper Guild. He commenced by stating 


_ that \the American Peace Mobilization had started in ‘Chicago, Illinois 
‘ oh Labor day of 1939 and had. been growing in influence and tower 


since that time. -He told how the American Peace Mobilizetion had 


not been molested by ‘the. Dies Committee until they decided to start. 


‘a peace’ ‘vigil by the White House,. after which they were accused of 


. being reds, commnists and all sorts of other isms. He stated that. 


he guessed that any one who believed in peace was a red or a commun- 
ist. The, Judge asked him "Do you. have any good reasons for wanting 


Peace", at which WATSON answered, "I was wounded twice in the last 


War and when I returned after. four years of overseas service, I 
pounded the pavements. looking for a job, which the- employers had 
promised to give the men when. they returned, but: which promise “4. 
they failed to keep". He also stated: that he had a son who is. 


“<nearing military age and if this country were plunged into war, the - 


son would be of ‘military age before the war was over. WATSON spoke 


.of how the Dies Committee had subpoenaed SARAH V. MONTGOM@RY, Head 


of the Washington Peace Mobilization in 1939 about. ten days, before 
‘the awe, Ries. Committee had expired. This subpoena “directed 
5 ie MONTGOMERY. Sto bring all her records to the Dies Committee 
SSaFinS bons. WATSON, stated that he guessed Dies wanted her to 
‘take a truck andload all the files and other records and rush them 


_vight up to his committee efore ‘the committee life epired. It was. 
“related that MONTGOMBRY refused to answer the subpoena under RES 


claim it was not specific as to the records wented. The natter 
was argued by counsel and inasmuch as it was settled in ten days 
and the life of the Dies Committee had expired, it. was presumed - 


' thet the subpoena died with the life of the committee, therefore 
-no further action was-necessary in. that. instance. He related how, 


u 
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Ly ° a e & y ‘ wee 
ine ° Qos ‘ 
after the Diets Committee had been given new life, SARAH Ve. 
. | MONTGOMERY was again subpoenaed to furnish the records of the “a 
i Washington Peace Mobilization. She again refiised to answer : ‘ - 


_.',\the subpoena upon the ground, "the Dies Committee was created - 
and ‘empowered for ‘the- purpose of investigation unAmerican and 
subversive activities end as the American Peace Mobilization . . 
was an American Committee and made up of good American: citizens, - 
it was not a ‘subversive orgeni zation. and therefore the Dies 
Committee subpoena as to SARAH T. MONTGOMERY was without effect."- . 
She was not required to testify. : . eer me ih 

: Be Fae 

eas, he (hoe WATSON further spoke about. how the Dies Committee . 

So . had made accusations ‘against him before and how Dies had recently re 

’  acQuired the services of a Miss MARY SPARGO, who, \WATSON stated oe 

"is a member of my union} the Newspaper Writers Guild and who’ is i . 

presumably intelligent"; ‘He thereupon proceeded to discredit — : 

MARY SP ARGO end related how during the hearing before the Dies 

‘Committee, Miss SPARGO had stated that he, WATSON, was Vice — 

. President of the Associated Press and how JERRY ‘VOORHIS | of the : 
Committee, realizing Miss SPARGO was in 4 tough spot, tried to ~’ 
direct questions to. her in order that she might recover herself. 7 i 
’ However, the more VOORHIS questioned her, the further mixed up a ME ee F 
she became. WATSON stated it was not necessary for him to- deny 
_.. such statement because the stupidity of the - ‘statement was too, ~~ 
ae - apparent. Anyhow, he stated, "we all know Miss SPARGO'S. testi- os 
- | mony was full of ‘lies and spurious remarks which was all institu- —. 2 

. ted by’ the Dies Conmittee in an attempt to discredit our orgean=- 

ization ‘and in an effort to intimidate the various members of the 

\ ' American Peace Mobilization! WATSON stated "Dies is a tintype - 

ric “who: can! t fool all, of one people all of the time"... 


The next witness waald ES; "ranover\ Executive Secretary 
RS 


“ of the Bookshop, a cooperative rre~withoffices at 916 17th - Pas 
Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., who related how the Book~ oe 
shop! s records had recently pech: seized from their counsel Mr. - . u 
DAVID McCALMONT , then General Counsel of the District of Columbia . 
Cooperative’ League, but who has reportedly beeh ousted without 
much effort. Upon the mention of McCALMONT'S name the crowd 
hissed. YANOVER stated he wanted the people to know ‘that the 
~ list seized was out of date, incorreét and did not truly represent 
the members of the Bookshop. _ He further stated thet “some of the cards ‘ 
contained in the list had been marked by McCALMONT, some with an § 
and some with an R, and he asked the Judge if he might. tell the: 
audience what these particular marks meant. Upon being given .. 
permission to.do $0, he related thet the R stood for ROCHDALEITE ct 
2 and the S stood. for. STALINITES, YANCVER reported that the Bookshop ; 
gave a book to members each month from the dividends and that the : 
~ , books. given were not subversive but nevertheless the Dies Committee | ee 
had claimed that the books: were subversive and that the peOr ene O: rae — 
Was a. communis tic outfit. — ; . 2 oF re 
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‘ : my x ah. 7 ar ; . 
.He:related that included in the list was also a list of various 


speakers upon whom ‘clubs etc. called to fill spea aking engagements | 
On certain occasions., The Judge thereupon inguired if anongst 

the list of speakers there ‘were anyone of prominence, whereupon 
YANOVER advised that among fie: List was included SHERWOOD ANDER- 
SON and Mrs. FRANKLYN-D. ROOSEVELT. The Judge dso. asked YANOVER 
if the Bookshop had--ever given away. any subversive books: at which 


- YANOVER: stated, "Yes, one of our. “books: which was recently given, , : 


was claimed. to be subversive, .The Judge thereupon inquired eg 


“es to which book YANOVER referred and YANOVER replied, "it was one’ 


of your books your honor,"This is My Own! by ROCKWELL KENT! 4 
The Judge also asked YANOVER if the, Bookshop would remove certain s 
books from their shelves because of. the attack of the Dies Committee 


.and YANOVER replied, "tle Bookshop will_not relieve any books .from 


its shelves for the Dies Committee or any onHee coumittee"™. 

; L 

YANOVER also went into- a ‘discourse apowt how he had 

spent 25¢ of the Bookshop's money end’ sent a telegram to the 
Honorable MARTIN DIES, reGuesting permission to testify before : 
the Dies Committee. He, related thet to date, however, he had ~ °° 5 
received no permission ‘bo testify nor hed he received an BCE ot 
Ledgement of his telegram. < a . gh ae 


‘ 


' 


The Judge next sia the. Def endantls witness ‘het he -  . 
knew about books and the witness replied, "I Heve read books, tT. ; 
read JAMES PINIMORE COOPER'S ‘The Last of the Mohicens! mg vhere- 
upon he gave. several Indian war whoops and. stated. pany were all 
Reds", 3 a ee . 

PETER} HAWLEY, meniber, Executive Board, United -Office 
and Professional Workers of America, was the next witness, who 
represented Lator. HAWLEY commenced by stating "Labor is the. 
core and nucleus around .which. the American geople can rally"... , 
He then referred to the great importance of the laboring ‘class. \ 
and the Labor movement in connection with maintaining the various, 
freedoms in ‘America during’ these, -cerilous times.’ He dealt some 
time on thé case of tvo Government. workers,-whose names were not 
mentioned, but who had been arrested for distributing leaflets’ . 
at the Washington Navy Yard; which leaflets were calling upon 


‘various Labors to tinite and. join a Union. He took great’ pride’ in 


stating that it was necessary thet these two individuals be re- 
leased inasmuch as the Supreme Court had rendered a decision to ) 
the effect that the principals of American freedom recognized ‘. 


_ the right of individuals and Labor Unions to distribute leaflets’ 


calling woon their fellow laborers to organize. In HAWLEY'S ses : 
opinion this was. en instance in ‘which the Wisdom. of the Supreme 


Sy 
ae 2 
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a - ésant ere the friends of Pgher from: carrying out some of 
their Labor baiting activities. ’ 


z 7 
HAWLEY: also devoted some. time to the Vinson Bill 
(H. R. 4139)! which. deals with strikes in defease industries. 
) _ He denounced the bill claiming it was anti Laborand was a 
we ‘serious menace to all organized Labor and called upon all - eee 
free-loving peoples for popular support in securing the de-“ 
‘feat of the Vinson Bill, which HAWLEY stated had. the adminis~ ~. 
tration! s backing. In HAWLEY' S. opinion this dill. was no more © 
: “than an underhended ef ‘fort in the guise of National Defense 
to take .away the. rights’ of the laboring class, in order that: 
Dies Sih , the ‘Administration might more easily further their great war 
; - cause. y 


~ 


- a | HAWLE IY also agelt at ‘some length, on the discrimina- 

_, tion of negroes in National Defense jobs, particularly attackin 

2) ’ “the GLENN L. MARTIN Company of ‘Baltimore, Maryland for failure 
’ to hire negro laborers. ; mae 


cant 


j ae . . Gre ad a 


i ‘ fa “4 ‘ ; : 
oe AVIS? colored, ie obecteay. National ‘Negro 
i ; : » Congress,’ Was called. as the next witness in role, of representing 
a ‘ the negro. ‘DavIs. received a'very hearty applaise and is. to be. 
considered as an intelligent and convincing speaker... “DAVIS - 
related that the’ Dies. Committee did not bother the National tee 
i es Negro Congress in: ‘1938, nor did they bother to subpoena any’ of~ 
He Sua ficers of the organization in 1938; however, DAVIS stated in 
le ‘1939 - WALTER S. STESLE testified before theDies Committee making © 
“Ty ‘certain allegations ‘that such and such? an organization ‘was red, 
Gommunistic or nazi controlled. | STEELE ‘also } according, to DAVIS 
had. taken it upon himself to submit a ‘Lengthy treatise outlining 
* the various reasons as: to why the National Negro Congress was 
: - red and communistic. This treatise by STEELE was not inade public 
nor was the National Negro Congress advised that such evidence ~ 
- had been introduced against them. However, on January 1, 1939, 
' the hearing of the Dies Committee was oublished and,on page 681 | 
of the hearings, appeared all the reasons why the National 
2 | Negro Congress was communistic. DAVIS made very much of the 
point that no officers. of the National Negro Congress had had, 
an opportunity to testify against. these charges, nor was’ the 
public aware that thé material had.been submitted until its pub- 
lication in January. .He considered this some more of Dies! 
: : | underhanded methods at vilifying those people who, saw ‘fit to 


Bp. crusade for peace “end, to better the role of the ‘American ia 


a R 2 in P : $ - MOR g ~ 
7 - . uf Qe, 


, ; : 4 s : 
: re 2 a ae . 7 : 
= - a a — 
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_to be sure of the matter and not de. ‘hel 
phonicelly contacted the Honorable MARTIMAI 


’ Congress had drawn up a 14 page denial of the various ee 


denunciation was sent registered jmail to the speaker of. the oe 


} 


 ° > DAVIS also told Show - is tua eventual dn 1939, tee 7. 
ceived 2 subpoena from the Dies Committee to’ apoear before the 
committee and vive ‘testimony.. ‘Prior to that day, ‘DAVIS! wife | 


_ called Davis, advising hin that she had received a telephone call Fai. 
RAY. WHITLEY'S Secretary, / WHITLEY -then beingy 


connected with the . 

ed not make his apoear= 

fena. - DAVIS, desiring’ ‘ 

in contempt, tele- 

DIES, asking if ‘it were -— 
true thet he need not apovear before the committee. It was. related aa 
that Dies informed DAVIS that Davis need not worry, as the Dies 
Committee did not take advartage of anyone. DAVIS ‘replied,. "I am. 

not so sure of that Mr. Congressman", whereupon Congressman Dies 

is alleged to have stated, "All right, go to hell" and hung up. 

DAVIS then stated that: "that is the only testimony z have ever ° 
given before the Dies Committee", - 


Diés Committee, to the effect: ‘that DAVIS m 
ance at the héaring in answer to the subr 


x : - ~ 
: : wih oY, 
- *  -DAVIS ee related bow he and the National Negro 


at 


made by STHELE, in ‘the Dies. Committee reports end how this 14. pag 


Le 


with a request that the same be published for. the benefit of the 


‘public. DAVIS informed the eudience that it was a know fact tha 


the Speaker iof the House had received this correspondence, inssmich 
as the return receipt had been received ‘and was on file at the, 
offices of the National. Negro Congress. | -He further stated that 
even though the correspondence had been sent to the sbeaker of 

the House, the National Negro Congress had never received o reply 
nor had the information ever been made public, which goes to 

show the courtesy with which some members of. Congress show toward 
certain groups of people. ‘ 


f 1 

The “next speaker scheduled for the, evening was HENRIETTA . 
BUGKMASTER, author of the book "Let My Peovle Go", .who is supposed 
to have appeared aS.a representative of writers. She was not | 
able to appear, the explanation being offered ‘that she had a book 
which it was necessaiy to send to press and therefore she needed 
all her time to carry out this task. However, she sent a statement - 


to be read to the audience, which statement wes read by ‘a young 


_fen named. YIDDEL, ‘who is alleged to be’from the Bookshop.’ ~ YIDDEL 


was a very poor reader and it wes impossible. to understand or to ie 
make any sense out of the message he was selected to deliver. 


' The gist ‘of the message appeared to be that : Americans were in 


jeopardy of losing democracy unless they: fought through the bitter 
struggles. Tt was related how the early American settlérs had - 


” fought for liberty upon their arrival at Plymouth in 1620; how 
’ BUCKMASTER'S ancesters had gladly given their lives in the wer of ae 
17765 how her. brother - had. fought in the Civil war to keep freedom = 


- alive and how, et the war was going on, she remembered her 
oo L ‘ an f , ; 


Mi ete aS 
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ite Bh eS = ae a ok eee 
mother singing her to sleep by the tune of "John Brown's Body". 
: y : >) : . is S rat 

The next individual introduded to the audience was 
“MURIEL DRAPER , who ‘was supposed to represent, the ordinary cit- 
izen. - She . began py advising that ‘she hed just received infor- 
mation with regard to several resolutions passed) by various | 
locals and she- would like: to take_ the opportunity to have re= . ~' 
presentatives of these locals read these resolutions ‘tothe . 

| gathering. Thereupon KENNETH WOODWARD, -a Negro representing . 

’ Local 136, United Shoe, Workers! Union, read a resolution which 
‘had been adopted by his’ local condemning the Dies Committee . 
rand. unanimously resolving that the Dies Committee must be dis- 
solved, Upon the completion of WOODWARD'S reading, HENRY THOMAS, 
a Negro, representing the United Construction Work cers! Union, 

‘C10, Washington, D.C. read. a resolution of his union condemning ‘ 
the Dies Committee and resolving. the dissolution of theDiés 
Committee. “THOMAS advised the audience that, in the adoption or, |. 
‘this resolution, it/was unanimous and involved no discussion on «' 
the part ‘of the. union members because they were .SO sreatly 
| aware of the importance of their resolution. NO ge 70 

d : > i : ) 
eee fe te was. eel ated that a éopy ‘of: the above resolutions 
would be forwarded to the President, Sveaker of ‘the House’ and to 

Chairman Dies? °MURIE]A DRAPER then took the stage and. proceeded > 
to denounce the F. B. I. and: the Dies Committee, calling: them | 
sleuths and pelittling their work. She related how many indivi- 
duals in the Government service were being’ intimidated and. pera 
. ‘secuted because they saw fit to believe in peace” and freedom. She 


ee 


stated that she was aware. that the majority” of 
‘-gent were Government workers and she.wanted to. 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action and 
eration for Constitutional Liberties ‘wes, going 


the audierice vre-. 


‘advise them that the 


the National , Fed- 
to defend every 


Government employee against any interference or discrimination 
either against the Dies Committee, against the F.. B. I. or any 
other group seeking to intimidate. She related that the above 
committees had hired one of the most able lawyers, in the country - 
to defend anyone and reminded the audience that thus far the 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action and the ‘National Fed- 
eration for Constitutional Liberty had not lost a single case which 


ohey hed - ‘taken upon epemeenue s*to defend. _ ae ed » ¢ 


‘4 


~ 


. ‘ 4y 
l . As an ee ation of the dis crimination snd intimidation 
of various Government employees, sne ref ferred to. the Civil Service: 
Commission! s (rule number 222,, entitled "Removal of Undesirable: 
'°. Persons from the Government. Service", which according to her in- | 
aga terpretation, gave the heads’ of various Governmental Agencies the. 
43 power to dismiss any employee thiey-night so desire 


A 7 ghier’ i Fag 
yy 


ee Pe eds ; a . ee Gi eee P ; a 


& 
ay 


without stating 
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oy Be ee ’ the reasons for the aieadosal. Rist so one as the Civil ‘Service 
: :, ‘Commission had been advised of. the aischerse: She stated, anyone 

5 _ who could understand. English was aware’ of the consequences of 

© eee such a rule, thet it entitled the, various Governmental Agencies 

2 : ee dismiss euployeod! without permitting them a hearing; however, 

“", 7 '  ghe boasted the National Committee for Democratic Action and 

ia z the National Federation for Constitutional Liberty, had made 

: or ee - such a‘jue and cry over rule RR that the Civil Service Com- 

ie , y ~ “mission had been forced: to chang ce the rule, ‘vermitting a hearing oo 

in any case which might be requested by the Committee for Demo-. 


~ 


q \ 


er ar: _ “biberty. e 


; a The particular rule number rtd whick was attacked by 

: w+ Bs » » MURIEL DRAPER, and comments thereon, were set out in the booklet 

Ike ae -, entitled Watton Hunt 1941 Hits Government Workers", particularly — 
ae > on pages 10 thru, 12, a copy of which has previously been submitied 


to the Burean and copies Or which are being- forwarded with this 


- report.’ a ox 
j ; 7 y { : . a . 
+ eke 44 al eM APERW21 so spoke ee ee the — 
ee hes - , (MARGARET OSTROV a) case enaCTULIUS ‘JULIUSY SCHLESINGER) which’ is-’ 
| gore? . 2 also wer See he. TH the above . booklet, “DAOC TSU 23. pad 


1S me After MURIEL DRAPER had Padned: ite, flames of hatred =e 
7 Loe _ ’-in the manner of a agitator in preparation of her next move, she 
7 thereupon ‘informed the/audience tlt in.order to Carry on. the 
4 . great work of defending Government employees, ‘it would be necessary 
iu : to have funds and inasmmch as neither the Washington Committee 


Liberty was being subsidized vy the Governmént, it was necessary 


| a bat loving people ‘contribute these necessary funds. “in order ‘that the 
a ‘good work might be ‘carried forward. She thereupon called for - 
solicitations from the audience, starting off with $10.00 emounts. 
- the first contribution wes for ‘$10. 00 from ari individual giving ~ 
°° * his name as BOB GREENBURG (phonetic) end $10.00 from a group of ° 
a employees of the Labor Department, names not mentioned. The $10.00 
, amounts were not contributed in an efitmisiastic manner and the 
. amount was therefore, dropped to $5.00. Sevéral pledges for this 
a ee . amount were made but it. was impossible to- odtain the names of. 
those making the contributions. - The | next contributions were asked. 
in the amount of $1. 00 pills and various individuals passed throug] 
oe < F . out the audience ‘with Little boxes and hats collecting the various — 


Be a dollar bills contributed. Those who were not able to offer $1.00 
ae % ae Z . : : . , 


< , i 2h A Hae 3 ae a 


ee ae ve ke 


_ : P \ i 
Cy ss ~ . ( Se 
be as P 


“ératic Action or the ‘National, Federation for Constitutional ¢ 


va 


for Democratic Action, nor. the National Federation for Constitutional 


that the Government employees, the friends of Le abor and other. freedom 


i 
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t 


ens ; , : : . AY , ot y) 
ae : 7 ia : ‘ ne ae 2 ae 1 


 pilds were 


o publication of "Out of the Night". 


a does not’ seem vossible that an individual, could be so popular . ey | 
‘ 
{ 


ois “a 


Pate * x 

© bea 

\ $ , > ad re oer Mi 
: a 


requested to contribute. ss st small amounts they covld s 
efford, which emdunts were. taken up ‘by various ‘individuals © BS ee 
throughout the audience. The names of the individuals mking the 
smaller contributions were not announced,. “nor was the total 

arount for the evening revealed. This oroceedure lasted for) . - Y 

approximately: 25 or 30 minutes, during which time the whole : : : 

proceedings was pretty much bf a dicnic.- — 
The next witness introduced was WELLINGTON RHODES or. 
ROB, a writer. who was: not originally Scheduled to speak, but who 
apparently had been recruited in the final stages. This indivi- ae 

‘ dual devoted his efforts to convincing. the audience that Miss - ° 
MARY SPARGO and JAN VALTIN had given: false testimony to the public 4; 

‘and to the Dies Committee... He denounced SPARGO and definitely | : 
stated that her testimony before the Dies Committee was nothing 
more than lies and spurious attecks woon individuals with whom | 7 3 
she was really not acquainted. As for JAN VALTIN, he related > \ 
that he was well: acGuainted with VALTIN snd ha ad interviewed him J 7 
while he wes staying at a form house in. Connecticut prior.to the . 

He: related how during the ae 
interview, RHODES of ROB had asked VALTIN if he was acqusinted 
with MOONEY, BILLINGS or McNAMARA, who were in San Quentin Penis . 
- tentiary durine the “period VALTIN’ was supposed to’have been in- 
carcerated there ‘and ‘VALTIN had informed ‘him-he was not acGuainted 
_with these three individuaiis; however, in VALTIN'S book "Out of 
the Night" it is rélated how while he was in San Quentin, he — . 4 

: formed communi st party cells ‘throughout. the orison. In. light of ~ no “e 
these facts RHODES stated it. merely proved that, VALTIN was merely , 
‘giving. the public many incompatible facts. and RHODES reasoned that 


throughout San Quentin and still not be acQuainted with MOONEY, 3 
BILLINGS OR MCNAMARA, who were the most popular. inmates. in Sen £34 
Quentin during thet period of time. 
Z 
RHODES further related How during the ibamriey VALTIN | 
had informed that he was not acquainted with nor had he had any , | 
dealings with KRIVITSKY; however, in VALTIN'S book "Out of the - 
“Night! o pages 183 to 186 VALTIN related how he had worked with 
KRIVITSKY. while in France. From these facts RHODES concluded . 5 A 
it was eapperent: to: any individual who would - assemble the-facts, 
thet. VALTIN. was eee Eee a group Re a a false- 6 
hoods. : 7 . . 


AS 7 ) 
4 " ~ RHODES further made the allegation that the idea for 
the book "Out of the Nipnt" was conceived by ISAAC DON LEVINE’, who we, 


hired BENJAMIN MANDEL of Washington, D. ‘C. through cooperation - 

with the Dies Committee, to conduct research work to obtain facts 

for the basis of the story. To prove RHODES contention that the ; 
’ Dies Committee had hired BENJAMIN MANDEL to - research work in a | 
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iy ae o 6 wee re ; Ruel ; ? : 
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"9 C. .. 
oF : this instance, RHODES: noted from the finencial statement’ of 
7 ot a ‘the Dies Cd ittee, which reflected‘ the payment of $30Q200 . ~ 


> $0” BENT AMIN\M ANDEL in January 1940. Further noted from the 
oe statement,RHODES quoted. several payments of money by the Dies’ 
= Committee, to J. ByMartuews, an investigator for the Dies, 
: Committee, which money the financial statement reflected was 
: poe . ve used for the purpose of paying confidential. informants. ..~° «° 
_ _ At this’ point RHODES digréssed ‘and informed, the audience that’ 
the money with which MATTHEWS was supposed to have ‘paid confi- 
‘ : dential informents, probably accounted for the new pair of ; > 
, Shoes ‘that MATTERYS was recently seen wearing: : Re 


With regard to the Dies Gout tes expenditures:for 
the payment of confidential Informants RHODES advised he had 
inquired of Cong sressman COFFER , Democrat - Washing ‘ton, as to. gare 
whether or not it was proper for Congressional ‘Committees ; ¢ 
'. to make payments to individuals and not. to- disclose the identity . 
Ph5 148 ’ of those parties.- Congressmen COFFEE- supposedly infortied’ RHODES 
x : ., that whenever a Congréssional Committee’ made expenditures the names of 
' the organizations or individuals to whom the money was paid should 
. be set forth showing their true names; however, in this instance _ 
. gaid RHODES, the Dies Committeé did not see fit to report. ‘the two 
-parties to whori the expenditures were. paid, which all leads 
credence to the belief that MATTHEWS was also working in conjanction 
ey ote with LEVINE, MANDEL and VALTIN in the writing of the book "Out of 
a the Night", RHODES further ‘informed thet a great deel of the 
material appearing in this ‘book is nothing more than a re-hash F 
ie of various allegations and slanderous statements which appeared . 
: in various reports. of the Dies Committee since. it''s inception.: © 
‘ a ee 
. The facts. of VALTIN' S. connection in’ San Quentin prison’ 
and his connection with ISAAC DON LEVINE and othe?s who befriended 
him was admitted by VALTIN in an article in the "Reader's Digest" 


) 


ANS 


: 2 entitled "American Dawn". This was’ the ,May 1941 publication, pages 
ee ane ‘IS thru.2ls; however the facts as related by VALTIN in this article 
-: ; are not as condemning eS when related by WELLER ODES. 


_ : ; It might ~be stated at this point that, ‘Representative , 

: COFFEE was » according to statements of RHODES, qresent in the au- 
dience the night of this particular meeting, but it had, been’ ne+ 
cessary for Congressman COFFEE to leave prior to the conclusion 

of the meeting. i gs Soe i= 


2% e ‘ 2 es Soe, 
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6 WS Ass A < ‘The. files of | whose ; 
, identify has heretofore been made known. to: the Bureau, con- 
- tained a newspaper clipping from the Weshingm Post of Jan- 
ys “ “wary 16,.1940 to the effect thet, Representative COFFEE - 
ite Democrat - Washington, on Jenuary 15, 1940. spoke at a meet- ‘ 
ing "Stop Dies Donor Dinner" sponsored by the American Leasue 
i fof RE Oe Peace and Demlocfacy. * During the- course of. the: speech 
Pe COFFEE ‘Labeléd. DIES “as part of the "Conspiracy" to destroy ‘ 
o' "the Liberal cause and. the New Deal". He also lebeled the 
i, - Dies Investigation a "Witch hunt and prey chase". so ee 


v : : \ 
ee a ; plat ‘The next individual to take ‘ghe floor was DOXEY 
i 


Bs i WILKERSON, Professor Lof education, Howard University,. who 
roe spoke as .a vepresentative of education. and who is well known 
ae = tothe Washington Field Office for his connection with various,, . ~ sr 
5 ao communistic activities, .WILKWRSON derided the present day | ‘ ie 
i aa? tendency of cutting the budget's public education. He stated 
: that the best. dualified and most liberal instructors in the ba, ta 
3 _ ¢ various colleges throughout the nation .are being let out of | 4 
jobs. He said that just because ‘cer ptain professors were pro-  * os 
a gressive and ‘wanted their children as well as other people's © 
oe? > children to-receive a democratic education in the school , 2 
, ‘. ~.room, they were being accused of ‘being reds and .communists., . a | 
He attecked the action of the Rappe-Coudert;Committee in New © © wu. 
—, . York for their actions against leading teachers in the New ; ; 
bos ' York Public School system. According to WILKERSON the teachers - ae 
; & who have been dismissed from the Public Schools of New York are, : 
- - _ the very same teachers who have been” “Leading the fight for 
F ‘ more schools, smaller classes end better. teaching conditions 
and because of these facts they are said to be suoversive. 


5 soe 


At this point the Judge. stomped. WTLiCHR SON. ‘to inguire 7, a 
| “as to whether or not the teachers and.’ ‘orofessors: in the Neéw. 
ive ee a York Public School: system who had been dismissed were or ‘a. ‘type 
| which would: not be a credit to the profession, whereupon 
WILKERSON stated he would: relate a slight incident which took 
- _ place before the hearings of the Coudert Committee to illus- : 
: trate his answer. nt asese aie thereupon stated that during the 
S hearings of some of “the ‘professors © vefore the Coudert Committe 4 2 ee 
b S.° ‘one of, the. menbers of the Committee started to set forth the- 
“various qualifications of some of the professors who were 4 
Labeled as being red. Before this. member of: the Committee jer 
ae : finished his task,:he was interrupted by another member of the \ 

; Committee, who advised that it was not well to oublicize the 2 

fitness and qualities of these. various professors, inasmuch as 

Ngee it would be evident thet hey were the most, capable.in the-entiré =. : 
\ school system. . ee. ‘ : BAS ie Cie 


7 


Se 
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: 3 Aye ae The wext speeker was NANWEEL WEISSMAN trom New York City. ol 
This individual had been originally scheduled, to address the meeting a 
‘but was selected to tell the audience about the Rappe-Coudert Committee - 

of New York. WSISSMAN advised that he was one of the-27 instructors - ' 
who had been dismissed by the Coudert : Committee and he as well as the eet 


“ 
C 
t 


remaining 26 had been given no right to -defend themselves, 


no right 


‘to.counsel and no chorice ‘to prove “the falsity of 


the char ges which ¥ 


fe) WEIS ISMAN, the original pur- 


were placed against them. According +t 
pose of the Coudert Committee ‘was to make a thorough’ study, of the, / 
Public School system of New. York, in an effort to cut, down : the Cts 
. Public. School Appropriations; however, shortly after the committee 
was formed, this same committee established a sub-committee for the 7 
purpose of -investisating subversive - ‘activities in*the Public. edtica- 
Fac ee \ 
- tional system. :Pressure was brought to bear ‘from. the. top of- the 
volitical ladder, .in order that the expenditures, for. -education could 
. ' 7 7 
be so reduced that ‘the Government would be free to exercise cotiplete ° . 
ase ts control over the educational system end to train young minds in the 
ts ; War theory as the leader” or the Governnent~ saw fit. He | charged that 


‘~ ~he minority of. 


the people, 


through the.a 


actions of the Coudert : : 2 


prey, to “Coumittee, were " endeavoring 


‘to cut the budgets, which would lead to 


E overcrowded classes, censored text books and eventually to the creating = 
of War hysteria’ end the regimentation of the minds’ of the pupils. 
z ‘According to WEISSMAN; those teachers. who had fought against these 
‘ » ‘slashes end who had endeavored to secure betters salaries’ for thé. -., 
- teachers, were labeled’ communists. and dismissed from their: Jods. | He 
4 24 said, "what are the fects", and he then related that the latest’ school 
; “oe budget for, the State | of New. York, had been reduced in-an amount slightly 9 ° 
over $5, 000, 000.00. Two thousand ‘teachers hed: been dropped from the - 
Mes educational. system and the Townshend Harris School had been ‘closed. 
; je 7 ! ~ 
fy Res ; ee WEISSMAN also- reported that the. najority” of the ‘instructors. ATs. 
, 2 who had been dismissed.were of the Jewish race and the high percent ~ : 
of the. Coudert Committee had. given rise to a wave of anti-Semiticism 
’ : “and he exhibited several post- -cards which he had received tending to 
. bearvout his statements. He ‘also quoted from PAUL GALICO'S book, 
as SF "Farewell. to Sports", iinder the-section on basketball, wherein GALICO 
_ . < ° had stated that it seems. as> thoughs when” it came to basketball, the 
me os - Jeuish Youth was more outstanding in this'sport than in any other. ... (*.:) } 
i“ te GALICO stated the reason advanced for this was because the Jewish ee” 
‘ "= ¥outh was? alert, shifty end had a keen eye, but he could’ not under-,_ 4 
, a stand why this theory had béen“so- worked. to, death and: the theory of — oe 
the "sexual, attraction" advanced in its place. ws r : ‘ 


Ae” 
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ie facts, concerning t he Coudert Committee and its actions against the 


citer, ; counteract this action. He stated that the Government employees. 
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1 ee : 
\ > 7 ec Certain pamphlets entitled "It is happening in New York! 


) ,> were distributed at the meeting, which pamphlets set forth various 


oe 


she 


A copy of this pahphlet is being: Aneludéd as an inclosure _ 
a _ - with this report. iS Ds, : / 


* ee 7 a8 2 ‘ “ 


. - : teachers union and the public school systen of New York. —, ae 


S XG 
oe ws «8 “The next speaker of the evening: was "HUGE B.} MILLER, 
Chairmen, Washington Committee for “Democratic Ret Yor, who -ap=- 
\ peared as a representative of Government Workers.’ MILLER . Se 
- releted how the Dies Committee and the BF. B. I.,-the Civil — : 
= Service Commission and various other investigative agencies had ae 
Ao nein been intimidating Government employees and the steps teken to 
7 are human and as human.beings desired to: eat and have a home in 
; . which to: live:and raise their families and just because the 
4 ‘workers felt their needs could:be better satisfied by joining © Pos 
_ ed a unign, they were. being. discriminated against. -He said ins fact. 
ee ae hot /Washington, Ds Cou! the pér capita expenditure for. help. was 
fa, os while according to Dr. RHULAND of the- Public Health’ Service, 
“ the jeverage wer capita expenditure felt ‘throughout the United © ; 
States was $2) 50. He called upon the various 'Governnent workers - : 
: to unite in carrying out their program for’ better wages, better. 
utr 2 “working conditions and better Living conditions in the District : 
eS Ok or Columbia. Stes ae he $e j —s 


- + 2 
’ ee 


x oy : sah 
a ek _waupmeron\jmrars (this is’alleged to be an alias - at | 


aN 


the. present time his true name is unknown) National Field Organizer, 
National Maritime Union, ‘stated that in 1936, Maritime workers: had’ 

» gone on a strike ‘because the. employers. did not wish, to give higher’ 

; = wages. “Because of the: strike the Maritime Union and the workers 

; are constituting the same. were branded as. communist stooges of Moscow: 

: , -and connected with other subvérsive. organizations... He stated however, 


c e 


that the more the charges- of communism were “hur rled ‘against the © a he 


va Maritime Union and. the members af the: Union, the: stronger the Union 

ge eS , beceme,. ‘because the “people were ebYe ‘to: see what the Dies Committee 
a. > was really doing. "When we were called reds, we got’higher wages, ~ ~ 
i os when they called us ‘communists',” we got shorter, hours If that, is 

ye whet Communism means, then: I am a communist. ‘MEYERS attacked WM. 

f 7 McQUISTON, alleging that McQUISTON had killed a union officer in 

ee New Or “leans, Louisiana arid @uring the course.of the trial had ‘been 

defended by the Judg se and subsequently freed because of the influence 

e ar of the Dies. Gonnit tess He attacked ARTHUR THOMAS, who was alleged 

ve .to be in-the country illégally aad! when tried on a deportation charge 

i ae was defended by the Dies Committee, which committee even sent an Agent — 

ae of the Committee by the name of BIRMINGHAM to serve as a character 


zi 
2 : witness in the proceeding and due to the influence of the Dies 


‘ 


eter ; z 


“4 
r < oe x said mt 4 
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Committee. in this instance THOMAS was permitted to go. free.: He also he 
attacked JERRY KING, whom he stated hed murdered a man in New York: °° > 


SRL EEE RS Engage ae Te eke Tee ee me age 


Was tried and acquitted in tne courts of New York, all. because 

of the influence brought to bear. by the Dies Committee. wi Ae. 

MEYERS informed the adienee! aust he. was ae HAMBURG, ee, 

Germany in 1933 and he knew all about Hitler, and in his opin-. 

ion the "dictates of this Fuehrer in the White.House is the we 
Same as Hitler! s. Theh are both fakers.. They both. are using : 
the seme blueprint and all blueprints are alike. Their prin- 
cipal is to gradually’ take avay the liberties of the people 

and establish thenselves as, supreme dictators", 

_ ‘MEYERS. gigs made the allegation-thet the Dies Corimi’t tee 
was backed by big business such as the Standard Oil’ Interest, _ 
the Sun Oil Company and the Gulf Oil Company: and others. He re- 
lated that these large oil. companies have a vort ‘at Port. Arthur , ae 
Texas near Orange, Texas’ where "this guy Dies screams froin". ! 
MEYERS ‘stated thet of course it was in the interest ‘of big business. 
to aid the Dies Committ ee in trying to. convince the people ‘that: 
the laboring class was wrong when they endeavored to secure higher ; 
wages, shorter hours and better working conditions. He Stated OZ 
that MARTIN DIES was only’a small part of Texas and he asked the . rs 
‘audience "do you know that the majority of people in his District rd a fe 
are not responsible for elécting him to. the United States Congress? 

Do you know how he gets thése votes?" MEYERS thereupon ere nia 15 (Ss ail 
the Guestions by: stating (that. the Chief of Police BACON of ‘Ora,e <a 
Texas is the campaign tianager of MARTIN DIBS and when the time. por es ps 
election, rolls around, the Police Department goes -to,the. red light ; 
district, onthe outskirts of the city and. informs the girls who = = 
are hustling" in that territory, that they, mst vote for MARTIN: 

DIES or they will be thrown in jail. -If they are willing, to vote 3 

‘for. MARTIN DIES ‘they are then given a reprieve ‘and permitted to berg 
on their"hustling activities" until - the next election pote econ 


AT EYERS during the course of his ‘talk, also seiguaced ‘HOMER. ae 
- Gat, oe xl TLOW, JACK ACK and JOH ERYE as being renegades and — 
soreheads. ; 7 ree 


. v : Tag ne - 
oe ne ty t N 


Rev. WILLIAM B. SPOFFORD, who was. slated to be a repre- > . 
sentative of the Church according to the program did not appear, 
nor was any mention paleee as to the reason for his EDRenCes 

a x f 4) rs ‘ 
; ‘The meeting was concluded by a summation in a very ‘brief 
menner by “ROCKWELL KENT of the information heretofore reported, at 
_the conclusion of which it was reduested thet all in favor of de- | 
nouncing the Dies Committee signify their aporoval by stating “ve: N 
at which. time it was apparent, that the "Aye! ‘st had it. aoe 


¢ : \ 
y 
2 Se ' 


‘ sf oa wet 4 ; . ~ % : . j 


( ~ = . : -=18- a , oo vO : o * 
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nee uler to the above revorted meeting, Mr. Jo RB. 
: “. BARTLY , Night Supervisor, National Press’ Club Building, was -. 
requested to place ’a trash coverage in the auditorium at the, 
ae completion of the meeting. This material which was obtained 
through BARTLY consisted only of various pamphlets wnich hed | 
. been left by members of. the” audience, séme copies of which. are 
M5 being forwarded to the Bure eau: and some of which are heine res’ 
. _ ‘tained in theWashing ston Field Office File. — fe 8 i 
os fos \ i a ‘ 


= 


"ENCLOSURES: fo the Buren oe a oe ere. 
\ Ls ‘ c it . > Ny 2. a ar: Fi 


= feo 5 ~ Two copies of a petition to the Congress of. 
i- : thé United States for. the Passage of S-1456. 


¢ 


: > : io coe ee 
a es e aa Nin Se - . 
7 “ Byo copies of "Pree Speech", Waualettenot the 
iY HE Rt gt Sek Mery naten Committee for Democratic con 


a a :  Bwo copies of "A Bill of ‘Duties for the iene eee: 
7 ey, te ied People", . an. ; a 


? ta “2 : ‘. Two copies ‘of "The Way: to Keep 5 Free Speech is’ to 
Gob Speak", . _ 


- y 


\ 


to . yy 


See ° fea Share. ee 
One copy of "Safeguard -the Bill of Bbentet: 


1. ‘ 
One’ copy of "It is Happening in New York". 


a 8  Bwo copies of "itch Hunt 1941 hits Government 
ie a Workers",’~ ' 


. Sok ' ee a ; i ' - 4 % 
ce y a ‘One copy "Oklahoma BNOTy,, “by Rev. Owen As Knox. 


t 

] 

I 

: 

' rn) | 

: 2 : / 
tg > fees : ~Bwo copies of "Is Your Phoné Safe’, et ee 
ro ; ? us 


One copy’ of "Harry Besdees” by Dalton Trumbo. 


ee : One copy of "Investi iga ati ing” Committees and Civil . 


s ‘ ys Rights". Ss , ‘ - 3 Me, “| r 


¢ ar Two copies of a circular bie settetad "Public | 
Hearing - The People vs. the Dies Committee". / 

¢ t ee c ye fe 
One copy of Whe Wiretapping Bist: 
oe ; 


te pag ‘ . ' : Bs 


- a 


’ : \ G F 7 
: u ) 
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August 11, 1941 


RSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


eG, 
t 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASS ISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL Ss . ‘i 
= , MR. MATTHEW F. JécGULRE Pino 
ee : 
an : ae-Owasiancrox comer rene FOR DEWOCRATIC ACTION Ciena 
on oe - NATIONAL PENERATION uve CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES. 


On July 25, 1941 I forwarded to you a memorandum 
containing information available concerning the captioned 
organizations. By memorandum dated July 31, 1941, you advised 
that the above organizations could be considered "subversive". 
within the meaning of the paragraph in the. approrpiation bill 
for the Department of Justice for the year 1942 which allocated. 
$100,000 of the appropriation for the investigation of Govern- 
ment employees who are members of "subversive organizations or 
advocate the otherthrow of the Federal Government." 


yo 70 


foe ea 


ft 


Pursuant to your memorandum of July 31, 1941, inves~ - 
tigation was initiated by this Bureau in an effort to ascertain 
the identity of Government employees affiliated with these 
organizations. It was determined that on or about August 1, 
1941 the records and active indices of these organizations had 

; been removed from the place at which they were formerly kept. 


“a 
= 


LOG ~ fe 


Geb 


aX 


od 


Inasmuch as this removal apparently occurred sub- 
sequent to the rendering of your decision, it would appear that 
this information may have been wade available to the leaders of'- 
these organizations. This fact has, of course, not been 
definitely established but in view of the obstacles which such 
action has created in hindering successful investigative activity 

‘with respect to these organizations, it was felt advisable to 


bring this matter to your attention for such consideration as you 
deem advisable. 


ED I 


ORIGINAL VIL 


Very Se ae nf 
wy 


John . Rapat bet 
Directo 


CH- 2 ge -_ a _us 
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: eee! ee a ae: a * ; : ne 
5 Bhpeator. ae ae ace mee M6: 
. Pederal ‘Bureau of Investigate Ge Se : ae 
hae Haphingtons Ds. Ga. Gn oe Hanser Naa tet “ig arse 
oo - : ee : 7 aa ne RATTONAE. Feo oe ; 
Cf Uf eR TRS an, ve) ee 
on ee eke 
ee ee  BBTEREAE SRCUREEY = oe re 
Dear Six: eae eo = Os Pe Cy a. 

oe on : . Cee : Sy . - : Be . = . fy: 
aie be advieed that on aie ‘2, 19h), : a eee ae 
of the Vashington Field Division. furnished The. D5. aF es 

| Polloving pamph nd. articles corcerning. the local chapters - ee ee a 
Of the. “National. Federation for Constitutionsl Liberties and © 2S 
She tashington ree alive ee for, Ronanentte Aghhen, aha ‘evated a anait ABN B | 
a Ss: qo at 

‘ Ra Cg oS ss i . = “ “ aa 

One . peiehiot cntab ied ‘nieoping & Bieetions. Fpee;, pubs L a a , a s 

“ liched by The Connititee on Free Blections,, 100. Fife’ | ae Sika a: 

| fvenué’, New Yor! Clty, whieh ig a ‘gub-committed of the” BS RS 
Rath ional ieee peg for Gessuienetonal 3 Biber i ee 

Sy fee ee 


7 and at rove ie a te 5 
“ effiters and darioas pind aries ‘genbére' of : ‘the Habenes oe 


- _ Federation. for Cansti tational Liberties. eae Peas oe a fee 
. One| ‘pamphlet oat WbertLes ‘day Sha: Progen’ triste, 7 = a a ae 


ine ‘weitten-by EOWIN 6. SUITH, Member Oi the fatdonal Labor - ae ee a ee 
Kélations Beard tnd. putikished by the Hat onal. Pedératia = : #3 eet 

aq for Cestitutional Libert ties, which pamphlet contains ”~ Sees Se 
‘la speech delivered ab the: Hass. Meeting of the Netioal ea aN 


*Agtdon mnference for Civil Rights hell under the - 


Lee. for Demotratic 
aaa fuditorius tashingten,, ‘ 


Riri dias 
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eh rticle,was ‘prepared ‘and adopted or 
one) ets « ein 


ar ae 


t ne zi rz 
> % ~ Ta , , 
t , & : ; i 
: r & x .s R \ 
ae fey is * eo es 
ar f Sat f 
: : 
{ pe ¢ : 
ie ie ‘ q 
we & \ 
\ aad 5 4 : ae , 
m Try ; 4 
ane - : a td 2 
- Piveaee a, eh ee = ar ee cee 8 reo 
_Rer BPOL and WODA ee ar ie a ae” ee ee 4 
. . Phe ag eee Oe ) ‘ ! 
“Bugusd.. 20. ae EE a ‘ 
MICEECs Moonee sa. a oe eer | ! 
, . X Ws : 
, ), ee 4 9 
a 4 A 


a by vartous rewapapermen, aul shitch ‘article wes. pa a site : 
by ths Hahionst. Be dere hon. for Constitutional Uborties. 


Bite: ndnincureghed atmounceiiast antinted: ‘eho Bratt. Act, 
‘end Your Righte,* published by the National Feder: 
for Constitutianal Eiberties, wiheh announces >i 
with the Selective Training 39 ’ “5 

wont inte detalii ‘concerning aid ete . J. kp © 


. One’ famphlet antiiled "Ho Gestapo in ‘dsierton,* ‘whe n Com 

tained a radio address. by VITO MARCANTONIG, Congressman 

_\ fren. How York City, which: pamphlet wan die tri tuted: by the / 

. << Natdonal Péderation for Constitutional Liberties and PF cuca . 
pablicned ty\the American Committee for Protection of 

“Peteign: Borny: 503 ¥ Boresty Bae , : : ; 


id Phe. informant further aitviised that the: ode eee 
tion for Constitutional Liberties digtrilited-a niosocraph a ere 
_ Statement made by Ore MAX YERGAN, Head of the Rational Negro i 
Congresa, waieh statement had to do with his non-reappoint sent ; 
ae lecturer in Negro Wistory at the College of the City of New =. yao, «ae 
Yerk, Kew York: Gitys This arisele heer ath pep *s. dismls cal Seg 8 of 
Loy the: bercinat - santaine 1 Gee, _ 


F following 3 pacphlite ait Viiseratures a 


One ‘ pitiodgraphed: article entetled Wed: Soe sooh,e ‘@ated = 
> Bays. A5iL, anil ie a nevelotter ef the Washington Cote. - ss Sy 
aistee: for { DeRges 3 tie satien aad hich contains various i. as 
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"Ree HPL and woDA. | , Ue en. Se ed ae ee 
J. Aiea’ 28, BO a ES ee cg: 1G a oo 
a _ AGRE os tpDeR8). a ee oe i ee ne ee 
; 5 A \ ae a ‘ a 
_ — py among whieh. were > 3,000 ieee. for negroes: at Ree Se 7 
zo Glenn Le Hartin si Pasi Ho concentratica | ‘easpe here, the - : a 
My bill, wtiele concersing a 
ro rors: of dnerlea a a 
es 8 peganting is ease "of BARCARST HOVENEA, atvalleged  )  “ Be 
Pe ae ca ‘notorious Commnist, in the District of *Colunhios : 7 Ve ft. 4g Sed 
ar 4 . : . : \ 7 4 one oe 
a : 9% & eye ; -. 9 ' ie : : 
7 ag THO, Youth. pila an wens Cotmniet. Prant. apeiiaat a eo a 
Ee ee | wbieh Letter dealt with his, dismissal fron ‘the: Geeks _ an sae 
rr St “Secartty Board. me : . we 7 
: , fe ‘ ah hod Oy o ‘ . " Nes es 
ies feat aes A rele: ra by the Washington Commit tea: for Desocratic Action i. 
Pe Sg “Sk a. “whieh dealt ath a provest. kerry Rind ~~ amet mn of on : 
oo ch protes' ie 108 or to > Speaker pia god the a ing= . ee 
ae a ton ‘Committee for Dempcratic Action and: which Lether of . ot 
oe ee _ protest was quoted in the above-nentioned rales fh ae 
ees ; . sepies of wabeh, ALE aittas forward 2 ) x 
| A Petition to: 2 the Ge gress 3 af the United Stabe, Ltkeviee ; ; 
, a i: / KO 
: re . 7 
pase . i > 
\. 7 ; .. k . 4 . eof. *. ¥. a 
ae ” cpamphet est wled Ra fesaned the: Bit of ‘Bigres,,* ie: . 
" Lished by the Une indy a Connittee: for: Benoeratte Aether, a: 
) ; y 
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2 - , , we ol ME a: aie “oe ae : pa 

: ‘ibd article act forth various. viata’ ‘of the tonetttntten 

4° gf She: United States, followed by statemsnts a8 to what. ‘ 

6 @hewld be: derandod. under the parbicaler article of the yO 
Constitution so that the Liberties of the people of. this - ss Vale @ 

“ff Demmcracy may be saved. ee et 


, earth entitled SARE GRIDIES ond written by panto 


s 


FOIA(by(7) = (D 


db tpreacale for “hebden® a at the 
ae rs an ¢ Civil Rights, Washington, Dv 
| ppt 26620, 19415 published by the Haticnal Fede ge seats 
: tor Geneth tupsanel Libertieo, which. Epona te a samary Ot Sg 


x actdot. parcreliy "Tarkoue pnepeeals cont. 6a 4 “the . 
pamphlet concerned the BRIDSES case, “the rant of Cavemic 
ee tent workers, ‘the. _parecoubion of argo mere oie 
ae Repeal of polk tax 
J Seeret: ballot for all norleans, ete. 


he 2G , 

furnished page 3 of &: sense 

SOE graphed announsenent, and this. ig being. farwerded. to the, Burda, CAM ial 

' . ‘delto the fact that thie anriounieanent deals. vith the Dies Con a 

t3 mittee and-also the speech made by Forner Attorney General ‘SACKS y GE < 

delivered pe his ewe before ‘tte Earnie Tadkeature Society a eae: ee a 
i Se s Be : i oi 


po ) \ 
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scompiote eopy of this announcemont; = 
- ef! the’ Wash irigton Field 
Division fare [ by the Yeshingten Comufttes 


a 


Q 


- "Dear Priend," whbel letter haa to ed with the Wal cpatag 


“for Deaocratic ‘Ketion, date i di ‘ 19AL» avid addressed to ~ 


the: @aahington “Cemmittse fer ‘Penscrathe ‘Aston. that. ce ager Be | od 
frou the Dies Commitice. called. apen, them they wer to obtain 

courdel and that the: individdals appear: 
questions pertinent. te the itdaate purposes et 
ae nore, that they meed hob. appear ats 
nas, day ® Congressmen, La actu naw 
a by HUGH UTLEER as Chairmen f 
nocrabie ‘Rehi on, husband of 


‘Tide letter was s 
ington, Cennistion Pe 


9 Pras 
Field ‘Divistan’ ard who was dianiseed recently Prom the Labor 
Bepartment due to shiner. Commnsat activities, re 


ee 


duly Ls: 194}. s ‘Sadheased! | to "Dear Friend x dime 
action is required to safequard"Laberts "aight. ts figs g tend. - 
that the most. dangerous measure fight now is the HayComally 4 
anorndnent te the Selective Service Act whieh, they aflvise, a 
containg the worst features ef the Vinson Bill, This letter 


. further called for Senediate protest to Congress ¢oncerning the. 
above-mentioned Bill and other anti-labor legislation, and ad« 
wised organigations to be prompt in taking action. fe 
was likewise aigned by HUGH MILLER de. Chalrada ef the Washi ree . 


‘This Le’ ver 


a Comittee for. Deneeratic Acticns 7 


files of the. Dehecegte, Field, Biv sion, 


yo tne informant Part ther fuenished ne copies off the: 
tea letters mentioned ateve, and sam. are: peng. retained in the 


(oo ae 
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| | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST! GATION 


THis CASE ORIGINATED - uray )— Y. / van . FILE No, 101=00 
| REPORT MADE AT Ss : DATE WHEN map eeeManes REPORT MADE BY ~ 
Pe OMAHA 9/18/48 Eos A. J. RAFFERTY FYB 
| : — gectoas 
A TITLE me CHARACTER OF CASE : : 
Pos O WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION — INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
HATCH ACT ; 
: "SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ; ' 
Sabiect organization does not appear in Omaha indices. 
* = RUC = | 
on IFERENCE: ~ Bureau teletype to all Special Agents in Charge, 9/12. —— 
?. ec 
“ DETAILS: At Omeha, Nebraska _ 7 
4 ? - The files of the Omaha Field Office fail to include 
} the name ‘of Subject organization. There is no indica- 
tion’ of*any individuals employed by thé United States 
Government in Nebraska being affiliated with Subject 
organization. © 
i - REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
A mie ¥: « 


| RRCORDED 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


5 Bureau 


2 New York 


1 
i 


2 Omaha. 


‘U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
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Hederal Burean nf inuestination 


fir. G 


| a *‘Mnited States Department of Justice sae ah mae 


Washington, A. C. 


GE 


PERF 3 GEG ; September 15, 1941 


|. Pimez: 4305 P.M. . . 
bog 2 —— MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EF. A. TAMM 


Mer. Harbo 


Mr. Coffey 


Mz. Foxworth 


iavin 


Mr. Nichols 


Reson - 3a 


Mr. Drayton 
Mr, Quinn Tantm 


Mr. Hendon 


Teie. Room 


Mr. Thomas ,: Dicer of Personnel, Federal Power 
POUR TSS TOES: telephonically inquired concerning the character 


at 
i 
i 
i 
| Tour R 
if 
i 
: 
f 
} 


of the Ovashington Gommittee for Demo » Stating that 
his: agency: has: two employees who are members of this organization. 
_ IT told him. that, for his confidential information, the Department 


hs 


of Justicé has ruled that within the meaning of Public Act 135 
which dirécts this Bureau to investigate Government employees the 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action is to be considered.a 
subversive OTgantzattone I pointed out to him that, if he desired = 
an official opinion on- this question, he should COnGee Judge 
Holtzoff or Mr. McGuire in the Department. ? ; 


i 
i 
E 
2 


fe BEBE DE We 385 
eee 
LED’ ENDIOAEE® Rls 


ot ji} S3 UN Al 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - 


i SEP 25.194) 
U.S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
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‘ Mir. Noase 


com 


- Mr, Tracy 
Miss Beam 


x fi3s Gandy 


aay venus 


. Tamm 2 


7 : - ee ‘ ° Me, Taisen 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER. , 
_ DIRECTOR a 2 j ate oe 
af war : Je oe Mr, Clogs 
t 


a ere 


iF 


j« Hondos 


+ Tolsen 

. E. A. Tama 

. Clege 
_seerementen 

2 Glavin 

« Lada 

. Nichols 


. Tracy 


. Carson 


rermmanyenmememgtereery, 


Rosen 
pee 
. Coffey 


» Holloman 


» Quinn Tamm 


emo. 


, ease 


3s Gandy 


ONWeas ,. 
 f00- YSGO— 


ee Liberties 
. ties Comaittes 


| seat Bs 1941 


RE: ‘UGH 3. ‘WILEER 
Bituminous Coal Division 
|S Internal Saoartty 
.  ; Sateh Act |. 


.? thie ashingten ‘Fela office tee received infor 
mation froma. highly. aonfidential source indicating that the 
nate.of the, above-captioned person, Foportedly employed by the 
Bituminous Coal: Divieton;. appears on the active indices of the. 
following: Comminiet Front organizations: 


5 ‘dugedetoai Peace: Robi ligation 
2a. Waehington | Comat tteo: ‘for. Ponouratle Action 
Bee Wational Federation, for Conatd stubdional Liberties 


‘Te te further: reported that thik. peraonte: nae 


“Appears ow the active dirdicas of the. National oe piesa 


an s elieged Communist, Front ‘epganiaations: "© 


‘Tn a paagintat” distil outed by. the: ations ‘federation, 
ridemning . thé action of the. 

By ED 3. Cheirsian of the Yaahington 
‘Committeo for panseekets Action, is, shown as a withers, ‘aba. 
mass: posting : of protest.” — 


a Brow: a. review of preas: dtepateins appearing in 
Washington. newepapers, numerous references appear indicating 


considerable activity on. the. part: of fagh B... ieier in, 


Communi ot. Front organigations. 


“Fron a. confidential’ ‘gource: whose. 6 reliability ts ‘well 


- — 4% has: been reported: that. one. fugh Miller; an\atterney 
' ‘with the Ba ‘Sunirions: Coal.  Bivlatte, is Se ee in his 
polities. view. 


Tt Le te- be noted that Baugh B pAdvler ids the husband - 


So of Helen Miller; who wag cummarily discharged by the Departuent 
ot Labor ‘subsequent ‘to an investigation : ‘condbeted ty the Bureau 
‘eonceraing sllegeticns that ‘eho was a member: oF subversive. 
groups. a me oe 
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Page 2 


In the list of nenbers ‘of subversive groups 

prepared ‘by Congressman: artin. Biles, witich wae furnished 
the Attorney General by his letter dated Cctober 17, 1941; 
Hugh B, Biller ie referred to a9 a member of the Washington 
: ‘ Book Shop and the Washington Comittee for Denvoratic Aation, 
] the latter: organisation of which he i¢@ shown to bo Chairman, 
; ir, Miller is therein identified as « Senior Attorney in the 

Bituainous Coal Division earning $4,000 per annum, 


c 


Mr. Totsea oly: 


seeeremeneemnersermreemen 


y fir. E. A. Tamm 


H Mir, Cless 


eaeeemereneermnnerns 


Mr. Glavin 


aecemenenernenerm: * 


- Mr. Ladd 


« Nichols 


2 
> 


Mr. Tracy 
\ Wir. Rosen 
— 
! Mr. Carson - 
emunes 
Mr. Coffey 
ir. Hendon a“ 
Mr. Wotloman 
Mr, Quinn Tamm 


’ 
, itr, Mease 


1 
| ‘Rises Gandy 


enema 


RRR Ren RARER 
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Ss 
SS 


NOT. USED 


[00 12D F /0 Uy 
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I 
| 


/b0- tA 90-28 2 2750 


_FEDERAL BUREAU<OF INVESTIGATION. 
‘3 UNITED STATES: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
OFM: MY: wipe oe, ake | 


Laboratory Report 


ates iy 
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ae ES 


A “In atigation. of: Covertiiental 


\G : ly © 
Re) alle at. my: office on the. ‘ereiing of” a a ee : 
1941 ae ‘requested that. an. examination be. made 


a 5 ofiashing tan Conti ttee. for: Beno 
‘the specimeny 


on ‘Fechen, who, made: the exeintria tions? 


“Special Agent Connolly was refer ed. 8. : Baya 


had sp with: 3 machine equipped 
; sd Elite. type: ‘Spaced: 12 ‘Letters*t the ineli. °" 

“ doctiient was photographed and. was “returned 2 the Washington’ Field 
_ Bivis r by. ‘Special. Agent: Connelly ; 


, a 
ae 
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—— — ret a : ———— oo go Sor SSS ee a eee 
oo So eg ae Ee 
 @, JOHN: EDGAR HOOVER > : on _Aeteon ae 
; TSS" DIRECTOR ; ge: ch : : ; a8 av Py eee ts 7 4 ’ 
- a: £ 
- wee oe ; eG ), : - ; >f. pire &. A. Tamm 
2 agp : Me. Clees wie 


Xyot Z eee ‘ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Mr. Roxworth 


Der ee 
CHa 


« Nichols 


United States Department of Justice oe 
Washinaten, A. C. K 
October. re 1941 


Mr. Resen 


Mr. Carson 

Mr. Holloman 

| ; ine Guinn Temm |” 
9:30 AM vovoramuy For us. Lag hS 


aa \: 


Mr. Hendon 

: ur. Coifey 
‘Mr. Herbo 

, . ‘ , Tele. Beom 
“geseigi ipent Tom Dawsey ‘telephoned 1 me - rom Bangor, =. = a ianowe 
Maine, advising he had endeavored to reach is Carsdn, but sgince=herew, Pree 
aa 


jwas out he had asked to speak to mee \ | &: os Des eaey. 
¢ ’ oad 3 x 


: tee iss Beahm : | 
ae He stated that Mr. Carson talked with spedial Bantaivegs sae sae 
Je West of Boston, inquiring regarding Nashington Cor mittee, £01 a eT reget 


Democratic Action membership list which the Dies Committee- “Saidathey: 7 
obtained from Captain Karl “Hartman, 5. furthermore stating {hat Hartman . 
states he secured it from Agent eereey., of the Federal Bureau. ofsiines tiga ; 


tions 


Mr. Dawsey stated that a few days bi caucat to the submission 
of his large report on the. Washington. Committee for -Democratic Action 
- some time in 1940, the date not recalled by Mr. Davsey, the. Question arose 
of conducting investigations of the individuals named on the\list as = 
Internal Security cases. Mr. Dawsey had-a discussion of this\matter with ‘ 
former SAC’ Hottel of the Washington field office. Dawsey knew\ the Es 
Metropolitan . Police of Washington, D. C., had a wealth of info mii 
subversive matters, and at that time Captain Earl T) Hartman was\head of ste 
the subvérsive squad of the Metropolitan Policee Mes rse Hottel ‘and , pe 
Dawsey . ‘conta ctéd Captain Hartman, and thereafter I a wee called av, popes 
Washington field offices a pxooneye 


aa \49.0- 4590 


- a Prior. to Hartman's arrival, SAC Hottel had sbawsey: ytake rong :. 


‘ copy ‘of the mimeographed report reflecting the. List of, asst ela in ther 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action, and Dawsé} took (ieem that i 
report -the membership list; deleting! everything except the names ob the - 
individuals. The final list when. he finished with the- “defetions' haa ae 


nothing 40 indicate any connections with athe | Bureau, ‘ or: any connection  . =} 
-with the: Washington Committee for Democratic , Action; in other words.” yy 


nothing. appeared on the paper except fthejinaines of the individ a A 
This <a of names was then turned over r by Hottel arid’Daiey 1 WW 


REC b ee 
~  BEE Se [5 33 bit al 
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Mr. Ladd _ “Ts oe . ae | 


eight weeks and possibly longer, ‘Hartman furnished a wealth of 4nforma~ 
tion to the Washington field office regarding these- individuals, and 
various. internal -security cases were opened... The information received 
from Hartman was not placed in the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action file, but rather was placed in the individual internal security 
casese Mr. Dawsey explained that Captain Hartman's men checked these 
names against the police indices from time ‘to time, as they had an oppor— 
tunity, which explained the reason for taking a number of weeks to check 
all of the names. ae ‘ i 


Several weeks after Captain Hartman first started to furnish ~ 
information on these names, he came up to the Washington field office and 
appeared to be in a jovial mood. At.this time he remarked that several 
of the. names which he was checking for the Washington field office on | 
this list were identical with names he had checked for investigators for 
G-2. While he did not state in so many words that he knew what these mt 
names -were, to-wit: a membership list of the Washington Committee’ for <2 ‘| 
Democratic Action, he left that impression. Mr. Dawsey repeated, however, 
that Captain Hartman did not say he knew it was such a. membe ship list, 
and he gave no indication that he had ever received such ffecterensofti 
with knowledge of what the list Sanat Hy, comprised 


Mr. Dawsey stated he does not know-whether G-2 had such a - 
membership list or not, but the Washington field-office, so far as Dawsey es 
knows, did not furnish any such list.to.G-2, and in fact this list was vase as 
furnished to no outside agencies by the Washington--field office, although Ng 
‘the names were submitted-to the other field offices in connection with : e 
investigations to be madee Mr. Dawsey also added he did not know whether 
the Bureau at the Seat of Government may have submitted. a copy of this 
membership list to C-2... : 


Mr. Dawsey stated that in the event the above infomation did 
not entirely answer Mr. Carson's inquiry, it would be necessary to reach 
him, Dawsey, through the Boston’ office, since he was just qeevang. on an . 
official business trip to Canadas ; . a i. 


OS arent 


’ Res pectfully, 
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= rae Sent Ty z =a ———__—_— nase rae a 
ra L-16 0 * | 
yy 

P e: 
* é : 

November 19, 1941 ° | 

| OFM: MJ 

| a “tack oem . SS 

: - 200-4590-91 ohn eee seal | 


a RECORDED nae a ee sy : 


Pa ‘Special Agent in Charge rk 2 ee ee ree 
; Washington, D.C. a ree ee ee ee re ee w+ 
ee tae a: Rez. Investigation of Governmental ens eS 4 
Scan  Rapleyges Hatch. Act. Pp | 
pad | | ‘there: is: ananandtted herouith ‘the. laboratory ‘report. 
ee covering the (examination: of - ‘specimens submitted by your cece 3a 
i. yer in connection. with the. above- -éntitled matter and “beanams bees y | 
LS ‘communication “dateaNovenber. 3s Ad. ree rane 
iG ane Poe een ; ; i 
| : é very. wraly yours. a . . 
| | . &. Pheer 
“ee . : \ eS wood! : . ote P 
ee ae John Badger. Hoover | 
ene ‘Director 
. es : { 
ies 2 ; a 
Mr. Tolon wanes ms 
Mr, &. A, Tomm aor 
car. Clegg Aur RD ee 
fr. Foxworth \ : 
Rr. Gtavia nes 
Mr. Ledd \ 
, { ot 
Mee Nienow GuNUNICATIONS SECTION ‘t 
| Mir. Rosen 7 
) Mr. Carsen | i ig A i L. E s) . 
re fs/ eee a! 
'Wir. Geayton ; a as Yess os “Tha4 + | 
Mr, Quinn Sains ae Np. oe ‘ 
pee: Hendon ore cate FE, we ; | 
ies, Tracy _{ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN 
ase ™U. S. DEPARTMENT CF JUSTICE | 
/ iiss Qandy isles ere ; y 
Nar eee eta Na oi 
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joo "YF? 7 0 g-85 


: Y CHAN — ogee 
. 7 Yb 9 0 — 1a 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 5 : A Mr. Telson 7 
+. es 7 DIRECTOR™ "GN ; “ff (Mir, BA. Tae : 
. 7 ae eT yom i \ oar a 
na Federal Bureau of sid Velie ta Mr Gtavin 
y Mr. Ladd 


United States Heparient of - ab ae esti oe | 
Washington, A. @.. ’ Mr. Tracy za 


. _ : Mr. Rosen 
CHC:PMcG =a October 23, 19417 _ ie “We sihiectos 


Mr. Coffey” 


Mr. Hendon 


u 


10:15 p.m. MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D.-M. LADD ' 


3 
= 


« Quinn Famm 
Mr. Holloman 


Mr. Haerko 


fe ; SAE 2 a : : , ‘ ; : : S : ‘ eo . be 2 5 : Tele. Room. 
{ . : me * : % a OREE Sore cee : ‘ : , Tour. Room 
ae nt I: pélehobiteally : ‘contacted Secink oc lest, 
_ Number. One lian: of ‘the Boston: Office, relative to :the report 
- that the Dies Committee received ast of the. members of 
the Washington: Committee for Democratic: J Action from Captain 


epee they tice ‘Department j ices 
i 


Mr. Nease 
Miss Boahm 


Miss Gandy 


Barl’ "ESS rtmati j shingtop 
ahi 


ac as, It was ease: to Mr. West that Hartman claims’ 
ex have: ‘been given this list of members by the FBI. I in- 
structed. West to have Special ‘Agent T. W, Dawsey, formerly 
assigned to. the Washington. Field Office, contact me in the ie ; 
morning and. give any information he might’ have as. to how’ ged 
Hartman received | the: list of members : 


os | Respectfully; © ‘en 
wei Ng a 


ie ‘ a ie | ao a, ere 


eee OF INvEsTIOATIONT 
, OCT. 31. 4h 
U.S, DEPARTHENT. OF JUSTICE 
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z “ 7 
- a ‘ , 
.. atte . . 
° § 
\ ‘ 
‘ . 
% a “ 
7 , *; F 
we “ 
7 m : 
am . . 
‘ 
. . 
‘ 
Yow - 
- + ‘ 
wat 
H. sigmate te, 
we +s, 
? 
: a . ” 
\ re : = 

- ”s 

. a 

. s fa whe Pe ay. et ray oF 4 tt » ah 
Be . +7 ” <s oo ee nas k . . ; . 
N 
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an nae 7 ee eS 
- "SOHN EDGAR HOOVER’ 4 : Smad rene - 
- DIRECTOR % | is : ‘Mr. & A. Tamm 
. bo . . : , - a Mr. Clegg 
Federal Bureau of Investigation eu ay ek 
~ Wnited States Department of Justice abd ~ 
. é Mir. Ledd SPOR RTE. 
- Washington, A. C. Mr. Nichols: ; 
' October 22, 1941 ee one 
24 12:10 P. H.- tr. Carson een 
‘ CHC? Mr. Drayton. 
ean J . - Mr, Quinn Tamm 
| a | jes | Mr. Hendon nerd Wr nat 
: + a Mr. Coffey wa 
. \ ; - Mir. Harbo _ 
, = x % Tele, Room ais 
“ y : : Bey ‘WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR . 4 : ee as ae 
- "Ns UY DEMOCRATIC “ACTION LIST. ~- 4 ne 
=} a : . : - oe Ea 
r J - . . ; \ . iS aie ee re ay = 7 aie 
: Ni a & ts es oo aon a: = a o . ; 4 é Miss Beahm ae 
¥ ee — ; . , iy Ailes,Gandy 1 
| ; va : In accordance with my ei esis inquiry ,. Bac . ee : : 
@ °. | MeKee, Washington Field Office, advised that the Washington 
% Le Field Office file does not indicate that a copy of the Wash- 
et ington Committee for Democratic Action list was furnighed to 
oe Captain Earl P. Hartinan by the Washington Field Office. “Mr. Ps 
on McKee further advised that Agent M. J. Connolly, who has been 
\ working on the matter continuously, has not. heard: that’ ithis 
\ was’done. .Mr. McKee said that this list was obtained x 
z Agent Dawsey, formerly of the. Washington Field Office ahd now - 
Ny of the Boston office, from a highly confidential un the dpore . 
ove | . 


it was agreed that I would contact Agent Dawsey in the 


: regard, ( . 
; iN ~ Sas 2 fe aie : x : ed 
3 Respectfully, | x a, 
a \y C. H. Carson © i < 
4 : wed OR 
¥ 3 : . 4 ae ¥ ra 
: a oe ae 
% . g . tee Pa) 
: U £ .3F a) is” 
H x ; # : b3 i + Pa 
Sp. ° ” ; & oe) 
; oo _ a # ve AS a — 
aihe ~,» phe odd eons 
& Yr “ het * BECORDE! 4 3 Coan Ss é 
a t ee 2 = F : 
2 Fever SUREAU OF INVESTIGATION r 
. — 4 } 
! 7M 4 res | : 
3 pote 
z 
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i, : i. : ee , : oe phe r : 7 : : Mr. Totson : : 
|» YOHNEDGAR HOOVER. -. f \ ; \ et oo, 
Pot" DIRECTOR |. cs, xt tt cpeene ee 
ger é ns a ; 4. oh a5 ° ns it: Foxworth : 
: Hederal Bureau of Investigation ee ceed 
United States Department of Justice Cae : 
: ; : z Mr. Michote 
MBashingion, a. G. ee ee 
P ; Oe a aa , , Mr. Carson: 
DML:WGR Osteber 29, 1941 wr. ottoman 
: Mr. Quinn Tamim, 
. 7 : ; J tr. Hendon i 
| » P - 28 ; eld » MEMORANDUM -FOR MR. ue We T Mr Coffey aie 2 
5 315 : P.M. . ‘ Er ! a “yt ; oe ‘ 7 a Mr. Harbo 7 
© ‘ : an . an x : Tete. Room 
ti , Tour Room 
ffir. Nease | 
I telephonically’ jhquired of SAC McKee of ihe Wash—- eee 
| ; ington. Field: Office as to why the memorandum which he was going Penne 
_ to prepare on ihe contacts.had between Special Agent Dawsey © sais dss 
‘and Captain Hartman of’ ‘thetMie tropolitan Police: Department relative . 
| to the list of members of gril Committee for. penoerarss 
ee, Action had not been received: Ege “s a 
| . Mr. McKee stated thet he had tho: ponovandud Geeta 
x dictated last night when the telephone "went crazy and stayed crazy". 


K dq i told’. McKee ‘to get this is memorandum to the: Bureau as 
_ po Secon as. pone Dies Bon eG i Siegen ee i ee ee de 


Bee ay 4 Heh 
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ee ae ee at 


Federal Burean of Investigation 


‘AMnited States Department of Justice ae | 
Post Office Box #2344 oe 
Boston, Massachusetts : : : iy Oe 
ao. ff ob : ae : ; : : : 
oe _ CONPEREEEAR © October 24, 1941 - 


AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY a 


f 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation _ ; 
' Washington, D. C.. oy Tn, i: © Ld ale 
Attention: Mr. C. H. Carson | . OE oat E 
ie Ota ‘ Re ‘WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION; 
ree, Internal Security ~ ¢ S 
Dear Sir: a 7 a ge 3 ce. SSE it ee 
; 3 Age 


‘This is to confirm the telephonic’ inforuBiti orf furnished to Mr. 
M.-C. Spear of the Bureau. after an attempt .to contact Mr. CARSON, who 
had requested that Special Agent T. W. DAWSEY of thisyoffic® ontact him = 
with reference to allegations made by an investigator ghtn s Com- 
; mittee to the-effect-.that he had obtained a list of utile senbars f tie at 
= Washington Committee for Democratic Action from Captain » BARDS Paw YF 
of the Special Investigations Division of thewftetropo litan Police Papert 
ment, and that Captain HARTMAN had advised met he.in turn had’; : Obtained 
the list trom the FBI, 2) i! iS 


Agent DAWSEY sdetweas ‘Mr. SPEAR of the Bureau that a fen days 
oe 7 > subsequent to obtaining the membership list of the Washington Comni'ttee 
i for Democratic Action from a confidential. informant and placing’ ‘the same 

into report form, the question arose as to the advisability of having 

an Agent of the Washington Field Office check this list against the sub- 
_. versive files of the Metropolitan Police Department, which files were 

‘known to contain a wealth of information: about local radicals. ; 


This mateer® was discussed with former Special Agent in n Charge 

GUY HOTTEL, and it.was decided to try to get Captain HARTMAN to check 
the names against. his files and submit to the Washington Field Office ~ ~ 
any information in his files so that individual cases could be opened A eo 
on those who had previously been exceptionally active in various radical 
movements, Captain HARTMAN was requested to do this due to the personnel Va 
shortage in the Washington Field Office at that Vite) SN | oe a ee 

g S : yd 0 Bits 54. 0-2 ' a 


LkCORDER ppER 

Captain HARTMAN was contacted and called ren i aaa | 
_Field Office, where he was informed that the Washing bh 4 EAE STIGATION 
| pag Hong Listy “4 suspected radicals whom they ‘desired , ae 
\Y fagaih +t; hiss subye: sive files. Captain HARTMAN was: nde. Sronkke Ved re 
\ Theat re of the list. He consented to have the. hey nad x 


Me mit reports on the individuals. Prior to Captain 
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Director on. . 10-24-41 


at the Washington Field Office, an extra mimeographed copy of the re= . ae 
. port, containing the list of names of the members of the Washington ~ , 
Committee.for Democratic Action was torn apart and the list was re- | 
moved “therefrom and. all identifying information was cut off the pages, 
leaving only the ‘names and addresses. The remaining portion, of the 
extra copy of the report was destroyed, This procedure presented the 
necessity of retyping this exceptionally long list of names. 


: The lst was “turned over to Captain HARTMAN, who, over a 
period of several months thereafter, furnished | information to the 
Washington Field Office on various individuals appearing thereon, As 
to whatever became of the unidentified list of names furnished to 
Captain HARTMAN, Agent DAWSEY does not know, Agent DAWSEY advised 

that he does. not know if the identity of the list was ever furnished 

to Captain HARTMAN , who at that time was in charge of the Special In- 
vestigation Division of the Metropolitan Police Department and who. 

was working very closely with the Washington Field Office in connection 
with Snbver ene: matterse 


Keane DAWSEY advised that he does. recall that on one occasion 
% several. weeks after instant list was furnished to Captain HARTMAN, Captain 

i : ' HARTMAN advised that he had received'a request from Investigators of G+2 
to check several of the names that appeared on instant lists At thes 
time Captain HARTMAN made the statement he possessed an unusual smile, 
and it is not known if he could have obtained this information through 
G2. .G-2 was not furnished copies of the Washington Committee for Demo~ 
cratic Bebhon report By the Washington Field Office. 


_ Agent DAWSEY further’ advises. that due to the exceptionally ; 
_. close working arrangement that was in existence between the Washington % 
. Field Office and Captain HARTMAN, it may havetbeen.possible for him to .. a 
obtain the identity” of the list by sheer deducti ote, yo 


‘It ‘may further’ be stated that at no time dia it come to the 
attention of Agent, DAWSEY. that this list was wurned over. to the. Dies . 
Committee investigators. .. 

The facts surrounding the submission = the list of names 
referred to above was not’ reported in the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action case in view of the fact, that the investigations 
contemplated were in connection’ with ‘the individuals, and not the or- 


' ganizatione a . C 
ae ' Very truly yours, _ 
. pe TT a 4 Vv. W. PETERSON : ° 
‘ “TwB/5f ce ee . Special Agent in Charge 
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& le oo en” vous oe Foy 
JOHN. EDGAR HOOVER mr. Tolson 


* DIRECTOR 


"te : é 
Mr, EL A, Tamm. 


Mr. Carson 


Federal Burean of Investination we ee 
: - United States Department of Justice Mes tain 
ae Mlashington,B.6. saat 
November 1, 1941 . Mr. Rosen = 


Mtr. Hendon 
tr./Cottey 


_ Me. Harbo 


‘ 
\ 
Tele, Feom 


: : : a : , Mr. feat 
; ‘Referencé is made to’ my mémorandum dated October 22, 1941, SSB 
‘concerning the statements made by.th&Sies Coninittes representatives iss Beam i 
‘to the effect that they had obtained heSthembership list" of the wise Gandy ——— ) 


Washington Committee for Democratic Action from -the- Washington, Does, 
Police Department which Agency had in turn obtained. this list from the — 
FEL. ee Ngee eats Gear eas 
.. Special Agent.T. W. Dawsey of the Boston Field Division has advised 
that a few days subsequent to obtairiing this list .the question arose as to 
having the list checked against-the. subversive files of the ropolitan 
Police Department. Former Special Agént in Charge, Guy Hottel, decided to 
-have Captain Hartman chéck the names against his files and submit’ to the 
‘Washington Field Office any information on the persons mentioned in the list. | 
_ sHe stated that this action was taken because of the personnel: shortage .in the 
_-‘Washington Field Office at that time which-made undesirable the assigning of 


an Agent to handling this check, “9 


‘ ; Special Agent Dawsey stated that. Captain Hartman was ndt~ informed 

.as to the identity of the list and was furnished an extra*“mimeographed copy 

“which. contained no identifying data. Agent Dawsey ,advised*that he did not 

“know if Captain Hartman was ever.told the exact identity of this list although. 

os ie _*he does recall that Hartman had received a request from Investigators for G-2 

agen... to check several of the names that. appeared on.the list and’ may; have 
determined the exact identity by sheer deduction. ~ ee ee 


nd : 


os Special Agent’ Dawsey advised that he: had no information indicating 
that this list had ever-been furnished: to the Dies Committee by Captain Hartman. 


ee. wie ae : . 
eo se Prcab 
‘ a 
ts wg i 
ES yea t Sm 
a beta 


om F | ; 
OS Veet Me 
r : 4 a ae ae vy 
e' oe |v getanineyt 
= hi 
¢ aye 2 * : 
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Z ; Mr. Clogs 


career tt 


' JOHN EDGAR"'HOOVER ~ 8 OE Paid ee Lo | Mr. Toteon : 
ser "DIRECTOR : a ihe . / viet : oe : Mr. &. A. Tamm. 2 
.. ee 2 eo 
Z g 


‘Federal Bureau uf Investigation ~— 3 » cialis \L 
United States Department of Justice .—_. BS ee 
p a ee . : a . : ie Mr. Nichols” = ; 
. Washington, A. C. ar tray 
 RAT:GEG.  Wovember.4, 1942 reason 


. Me. Coffey’ 


re Wendon 


3307 P.M. 


Mr. Quinn Tamm | 


Mr. Holloman 


MEMORANDUM 1 FOR -f 


\ 


brat alelo. Room 

“tn connection with ‘the Burgau's investigation. of: rol moor : ; 
thé: allegation of Congressman ate ee that his committee GB ndase 
Rad, obtained. a. membership listiyof thé“Washington Commi tt eee, - “apséieoahm 
for. Democratic Action from- thelie etropolitan Police Department isi Caney 
which, in turn, had received itsMist from the FBI, SAC Mckee. 
telephonically advised that he.had talked with Captain: ‘Hartman’. eo, 
el ad Ni this matter. Hartman was unable to. recall any specific — — } 
name but ae ea ET g., hick. ee = : ° 
ee , ron Age Hartman” 


yin the. € was PLeNT TET RET as having to ao wien, thes 
Hosmingtop Committee ee _Demoere tie. BeUrODs fie at ee 


Gon t = aWe 3 
oe mittee ond does pele “talked “with Stripling over. the. eee 
_Aartman indicated, however, that following a contact with: _the: Dies 
Committeé by. Hawley (phonetic) Of" the Police Department * Public” = Be ie Ye 
Relations Squad who formerly worked under Hartman, Mary Spargo- 7 
yhonetic), an investigator of the Dies Committee, with several 
Dists oS the Committee worked.) a Bartaan's Offi ce.for; several 


Hartman's ‘Seady were’ will prepare. a: menorgndum incorp spetag the 
statements: of Berean will furnish: at islet died 0: 
Pnnedtat ee tS ff CE Sy Sane 
, EO Enardy 
: ioe “McKee: Stated he. beli ved t SAT, 
again contact they Dies, Commi tt: et in “shown the 
original” list _from whitchilthe B au's prstgeta 8 preneked + 1On1 
to inguire Of, Hawley of the Meti BoLitan Policy ote ce A 
list to the-Dies Committee. I id- him. to takd noS,dbevoncy 
_ these lines’ ‘until you have approved in whteh. e ent he a Pld be. 
to procesay’ ao eee * we oe ‘ 


Mir TAN 
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“py re en Very truly yours, ——— ee 
: IND . we aoe RROORR SY LEe QD» _ = AS £10. ee 


. sehen er ine ae ‘ashington, Q. ed | 


~ {pe ’ ; . TS . : i ; ? at . 

Voivector i Se | ta es, “2 3 ‘ : | 
a - Federal Bureau of Invettigation + oe TE ale ae 
‘ . MasbAnaton, 0. Ce = ee - ress, ned i : ; ; AN ‘ ee ; a a4 


, , ; a x 2 , “ath tau : se? ; s 
[oe are ' —. REGISTRATION aor oe 
on ot aire * a 2. -¢ 
a ‘Dear Sint : RABE i a a ra — 
Tah, ‘ } 
ee ‘ghee are trenenitted’ herewith two photostetie. sopites of a. 
pertial idot of individuals attending a meeting of- thettiashiagton 
Committee’ for Democratic. Action; “held. on-dune “Ep 1940, at fiashing-" 
oe Be G. ; peers eoeae i, ae eve aK. d : Po ee os 
; oe ae ca RS | 
ace F It. ana t be. nate: hat ‘the nene,. pREscorE WaNNsTT, Bond Bldg... Yo 
th 3553, appeors | as the first: nane on the page. ‘The nane bce 
Be (ORE (425 Bond. Bldg.y, telephone’ ‘HE-3553 (Treas. and. Gee. Anges 
‘MAKE: EUROPE PAY WAR. DEBTS COMMITTED) sppears.on-the next Line. Both =~ ee 
4) 


~~ 


- ‘PENRET? and GALE: gave. the Bond Building. aa ane addrese and sop gave . 
the: same telephone. umber. : ue ‘ Shin 


at he List of Sedividuals: ‘atte ding this. saxbioaular seine oy = 
_s wag obtained through the: cooperation of[ FORK) =) : 
as noted.on page 2. of the report of Special agent 7. 7. Dawey, vash~ a oe 
‘ington, B. €., January 21,1941, entitled: WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR By 
DEROCRATIC ACTION; INTSERAL SEHOURLTY - C. “Special Agent Dawsey's Se 4B 
report alse, ‘states that) the nanes. appearing on ‘the list. were pre 
_ sumably written: by ‘the individuels attending, ‘and further that the Pues 
> check marks in. the two. right-hand. columns, indicated whether the per- a; 
son was a member or a. guest. | BENSETT and: “GALE. are Listed as guests. ee 
: oo 
4 
2 


ie AS lata 


This. Anfdrnation: 42 ating’ farnished the Bureau, for such 
assistance as ‘ts possible: in instant, ‘ease. The. negative frow which ~ 
as the photostatic copy was. made ig availebdle. An‘the Weahington Field 
©) Office file under Exhibit: 90 of photographs pertalging- to the Rosh bog 
oo ‘ington Conmittes for ‘Dewoeratic Aetdon. | ; 


“ae 


_ S as ia | ae eget 1. genes Ze 
a a G. K. HexER 


on oe : 
Ac y*Enelosures (2) >, -Speedal Agent i charge. BEC 3° 


ee Mew Yorks ae Se Ube ga z 
: | : ms ee “guatsats- aoe ~ ie 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FILE NO.’ *100~3511 


“DETRO IT 


Form No. 4 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, Mier 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR : : REPORT MADE BY 
f” WHICH MADE. : 
‘DETROIT, MICHIGAN - 12/9/b") TS 10/10/44 | WALTER L. OBLINGER NAK 
TITLE a ; ‘ ae se. Boy s CHARACTER OF CASE 
On ssutnictoN COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC ae . | ormanan SECURITY - - 03 
nen , | HATCH ACT. 
ae Ze as eer: a ra oa = 
: 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SL and ce 
0 2 “Highly confidential Sean files of 


Detroit Office, Miss S.\fMARDING, state 
of Michigan Corporation &- Securities 
Commission fail to. reveal that the Wash- 
ington Committee for Democratic Action ~ 
is active or even known in Detroit area. . 


\ ~ 


i = Cc a 
5. ; ‘ ro S> 3. 
Sf ptehs, ae . : 
REFERENCE: Bureau. teletype to all Field, Divisions 
ee o's dated September 11, 1941, - Bureau file . 
Set, entitléd "Investigation of Government 
a st Employees » Internal Security ~- Hatch Act." ° 
BH S. Z =. 7 : N 
ft ey (we ‘ ; & : 
DETAIIS? ‘&, wo 2 AT DETROIT. MICHIGAN: é a 
: 2 as c = “ H 
oo cn ak 2, This ivvestigation was predicated upon receipt o of 3 i 
wv Pererénce teletype requesting that an investigation be 3 ine mn | 
& médiatély | ‘conducted to obtain the membership list and as Seer ua | 
_tain the identities of any. Government employees who are Zz 7 
"Znembers of the Washington Conn Ltee: for Democratic Actiog. & 
5.2 on 
Pe A~ thorough search of the indices of the petro we 
LC Field Division fails to reveal that this Or ganuear non is 
Ray: known to this office. | 
ee oo ‘ ee , : 7 : = i 
pid tens | ; : a \ A ; DO: {NOT WRITE IN THESE san =e “ak _ ; 
F a lOorH ol G O- 243 | RECORDED 
: f : : 
Ze cue Hy Cae 
5/- Bureau INDE 
2 ~ Detroit gee th wat 
: 4 ip te 2 ery Te) ot 
FEB is we! ‘ AE 
‘ : 5 8. GO" : aA INTING OF foGks %” x gS 7 a | 
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(Detroit file 100-3511) © 
‘ C . ; Bs ‘ : . j 

nets whose identity is known to the Bureau was contacted and he 
’ Ne informed that this organization was unknown ‘to him and, to 

; his knowledge, was not active in the Detroit area. ‘ ee 

oe “Highly confidential sources‘ and confidential infor- ; ., 

mants of the-Detroit Field Division fail to reveal that j oe 

the Washington. Committee for Democratic Action is active, oe 

erg * . or even known in the Detroit areas oe 3? &s 

: : a ‘Miss. S. HARDING, Clerk, Michigan Corporation and : 

Securities Commission, 1390. National Bank Building, upon foo 

checking her indices, .informed that this ‘committee is not : 

registered with the State of Michigan. — ae * i 


7 
4 


y 
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Federal Bureaw of Lnuestination 


! “p on US inten States Department nf: Iustice : 
Hf: _ 4 ; Washington Field Division; 1437 K: yous Ne We 2 
nic a onda os . Washington, Ds Ce 


“MIC:KL. . January 26, ‘1942 2 


os a . a: apa age aa ss se Holloman eines) © 
PERSOWAL A AND CONFIDENTIAL fT 


F iis. Quinn Tamm... 


: vir. Nease..-.:--2--if : 
AT ny Miss Gandy._../.-.-- 4 : 


CAL Gs "Director adi y Urpgebor. Te, 
fo “Federal. Bureau of Investigation, 


y Washington, :Dp. Cy. i = 
df Saimin eg ME 
j Sire ue aeeee whether the: gabtcpersnted, 3 
: ‘ 
ere ae" HeSLing: list, ‘ ue to. “the: fact ae 
: ate there was: ‘a’ ‘great. ‘difference be-’ 


Pe en officer, LAYTON, ‘he ates that) ‘the ‘Bn 

Paes Sovak. Pohad. if ite 72 ‘thimeographed’ ‘list tade «up ” of Goss iceety 

; oo Re on : a 

meas Ne : oe - one ‘Hundréd idages ‘entitled "The Washington Committee. for’ inte ee es 

| mr: oy Democratic Action"., Agent CONOLLY Hes ae 
i™~ : ~ : ae ; : . power 

- See CORDED | le Mb 


: " 
a “GEDERAL BUREAU oF NVESTIERTIN | 


eg AN 27 1942 | 
ie TRENT OF J Oe Be” 
us, DEPARTHENT OLS 


H 
y 


sou, . f 


£ 


ee a Ir : i qf X ! 
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Director ~ 
~MJC:KL > ; a 
January 26, toa, _ « ‘ age aa aie 


several auth ago inquiry 1 was made at the public Relations 
Squad at which time they advised that they did not have in 
their possession,the mimeographed list which the Metropolitan 
Police Department, Public Relations Squad, stated was re- 
ceived from this Office. LAYTON advised that “the index main- . 
tained by the Metropolitan Police Department is broken down 
into one for individuals and one for organizations, and 
furthermore that he had found the index cards relative to 

this list as.being filed under the individual index rather 
than the index maintained for organizations. 


LAYTON was advised that any information relative 

to the.list mentioned above should be obtained from the Bureau, 
and the above conversation had with that Officer is being: 
forwarded to ithe Bureau for its information. . 


- Very truly yours, 


S. K. McKEE 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department. of Justice 
Washington Field Division, 1437 K Street, Ne We 
_ Washington, D. Ce 


MICKR January 24, 1942 ips 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL: ° 


Director. _ 
I io _ Federal Bureau of Investigation — . 
| Meashineten De Ge to cee 


Dear Sir: 


a ibsase be advised that on the: afternoon of 


under Lieutenant: EARL P.’ HARTMAN,, . and ‘who ‘upon leaving: * “Ee 


' States Attorney's Office and is. now. on active duty: Roe 


of. this ‘office: and inauired, OL: him whether or not the 3:3 t 
of names which .is in ‘the possession of ‘the Metropolitan 
* Police Depart ent-and the Dies Gommittee relative to the 


tify, and the following; conversation took places. 


‘HAWLEY stated that the list in question WAS, _ 
3 Esiyou remember the list that your Office furnished to the. 
"Brains! (HAWLEY: has referred to the 'Brains' before and 
“it is known that this is the name he applied to Lieutenant - 


HARTMAN under whom he formerly ,worked) and the. "Brains! — 


; Vint ttee where. he-made copies and cards of. the same, and. 
2 Hien, I “took : ‘the “list peck to the ‘Brains’ along ait tie 


Sinogxe0, | oU- Se 


3 3 
oe 


Ar. gan Taram 


January 24, 942 this Office receivéd a telephone ‘call ee 

from ELDO GANLEY, formerly .a Metropolitan: ‘Police Des jeg 

partment Officer: assigned | sto. the Public: Relations’. ‘Squad ae 
_-the Public™ Relatioris. Squad was assigned’ to: the: ‘Unitedis te se 


the Office of Naval Ss as at ‘the oo Yard. inte B&B. os 
‘ eee eh De IG ge Fy ttle : oe — eee ee 3S 


“A 6 HAWLEY eecutacesh special’ gant Me JS - comitonLy So 


. ease entitled Washington. Committee for. L Democratic Action" e 
f - ° was a membership list or. a,mailing. Misty 2 ‘The Agent ques- 
tioned ‘HAWLEY as to“ what ‘list he.was endeavoring te sidens ee 


gave it to me and I. -took it ‘to STRIPLING at the Dies Come,’ ‘ 


As | [ert BURFAY OF een 
| JAN 2A 02 
“ 83 


4 Mr. Holloman -:----.! 


i coe are TUR epee 
2 seep RRR SHEE TSSTATE PER TE 7 
oe 7 
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fas 
wa 7 
2 
Ae 
if Sa toa 
CR; fs 
an oe 
re . 


mf nce ee 


ee 3 ~ 


athe t 
Sy 


Director 
MJC 3K 
January 24, 1942 


nlist of the Washington Book Shop, which was given to. your 
ofsace and which ‘was secured from the Dies Committes." 


HAWLEY stated that the purpose of his tno 


was due. to the fact that an investigator at the Navy De- 


partment:during the investigation of an individual. by the 
name off POX, | who is employed at the Navy Yard, stated his 
name appeared on the list of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic -Action both at the Metropolitan Police Depart- 
ment and at the Committee and ‘he said, "I would like to. 

know whether or not itis a menber ship: list or an active 

mailing list, due to the fact that there ‘is.a great dif- 


..ference in the two." Agent CONNOLLY advised him ‘that he 


was unable to furnish him with any ‘information relative to 
this matter, at which time Mr. HAWLEY stated that, he be- 


lieved the best thing. to do. would be to contact ‘ifr. THURSTON, . 


or some other individual at the Department.., 


very truly yours, 


Special Tae in Charge 
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- 
CCM: lem 
| 2004590247 ee 
LOC TLAGSELE February. 20; 1942 
; a De Co er cae 
: ie Ae y ma 
. RE: ‘WASHING TON’ Couiét TTRE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTEON me 
INTERNAL ‘SECURITY (Cc) 
“Dear Sirs 
ie an Reference is- made: $6: the New. York letter’ dated 
“January 26, 1942,; in the’ above entitled matter, a’ ‘copy of 
-'*s: Which was ‘received byyour ‘office, instructing that your . 
“ “office report all subsequent investigation: concertiing the 
“<<.” subject organization under the title of the NATIONAL 
f SDRATION OF CONSTI TUTLONAL LIBERTIES... et 
a ; ot Uh NS 
: Lo ; : itis not’ the: Bureau seine that this procedure be 
7 o 2 placed in effect. The Washington Field Office should, as in | 
ee * the past, report’all investigation in. the above-mentioned 
> groups in seperete Anvests sitive reports. Lien 
| | “Very truly yours, 
; — array 7 “John Edgar Hoover - 
ies ee gee Director . . 
j me ye. ng . . > _ . . ie aA f- 
tee Totsen i a + - . : ~ : ; ° ie : ~ eek z fo : . / 
: 5. A, Tamm . > one i ry = ow my) 
A a ro: iS ns ONO } REO SECTION a . : ; rq 2 , 
ar i avin’ 2 \. LA "a 
ty Rabicts ee aed Lee 


‘Mr. Nichols 


Toe FEB 23 1942 paul 


Vary, 


é 


fF G 


# 


Mes Tracy, ; ae: 

A ESOP, \ gEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mr. Carson = yy 8, DEPARTMENT OF ISTIC’ 

Mr. Goftey ; i a ies A 

Mr. Hendon 4 st “ é 
pean Bah RR Pet 

Mr. Holtomen 7) vi 

Me. Quinn Tamm : iw) 


Mise Gandy 
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vabeD coPY Pru 7? O— 7 


peenelon, 


a& 


 Sederal Bureau of investigation . , ae 
gees’  Mnitea States Henatt vient of Sustice 7 ‘ 
New York, ' New York 


% ; Pid . 3 as ie ie, . : ar | 


RAS: EK ; eae See 
- 100-4129. a ; _-. . dJamuary 26, 1942 
ga “Director ot aan 
ae Federal Bureau of. Investigation: 
7 ; Wastine yor, D. C. oe eee oe ; NX 
. SE Ss oe . AN 
wae | RE: WASHINGTON coMTTTER FOR Sl 
. DEMOCRATIC ACTION; _ a 
i INTERNAL ESECURITY” (C) - 8 
: e —_ . | : : 2 ate ee, 
’ Dear Sir: a ee ke rhe es ye ae >» 
or : oo By review Se: i file in the above captioned case. - S 
on, reflects that: the WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION: eo eee De” | 
is the Washington > D. C. Chapter of: the National Federation. 
-of Constitutional Liberties. : 
= 7 “ he The file further reflects that the. WASHINGTON COM- Bs 
a MITTEE. FOR. DEMOCRATIC | ACTION is ‘not active anywhere - inthe” . = | 
United States, except at Washington, D.°C., and- there is no ad- ve 4 


_ vantage’ in having a separate ‘file on the ‘WASHINGTON COMMITTEE: ee ad 
_ FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION.’ Therefore, this case is Pernt closed’ in  & 
ane New York Office. . ; ee ek 


LER SER se 


~ 
a 


However, the Washington ‘Field “Division is requested 
that, in the event they develop any further information ' concern=_ 
ing the WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION, they report 
same under the title of NATIONAL FEDERATION OF SONS 


LIBERTIES. - | ane on 
tt , ; Very uy yours 2 ao 
On ; : id A GA . Z 
NS, 2 fa & ‘S. paver, 
JO A FN FOXWORTH : 
. 6 2C.C. Washington. “Assistant Sees , 
“SPO "2 C.C. New York. "100-3645" : 


: FEDERAL BURE, u 


a ‘Ex- 18 cbt AO: Qs aril 
a pe FEB 3 1982, 
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(¥~ CHANGED TO. | 
(00-262 5°73- 
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ae a , 4 , ‘ 
i , . 


special: Agent in Chaties 
ou Rew Fore, Hew Tork 


: Dear: Sir: 


: A fs : * ft 
titled case. 


Reference ig made. ‘to your letter of #éxah #7, 4942 
requesting that the division of origin be changed in the above’ en- 


You are néreby authorized to designate 
as the division. of origin. 


hhiighony Dee. 
Upon receipt of this communication 
carefully check your file and make certain t 
origin has all serials in 


é a 
» you are requested to: 
hat the. new ‘division of 
the case containing auPOntent cate. 


i 


Very truly yours, 
(prioNEe : : i 


John Edgar Hoover 
. Pe ce ck, f Director 
ihe CteHaohing ton y DeGs 


| COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
: MAILED 1] 


zk APRG 1942 RM] | 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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& b 
_ € 


‘Federal Bureau of trivestigation 


United States Department of Justice 
New York, New York 
100-4129 | | 
_ HOB:EK | ; March 27, 1942 { 
Sn | 
| ! 
Director | 
J Federal Bureau of Investigation l 
[ Washington, D. C. J 
7) ne: © WASHINGTON COMMETTER FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION ee whe. ke 
i. INTERNAL SECURITY - C wo 3 BO 
a = ‘ 
> Sir: ‘ . a 2 ae ou 
Dear Sir: Eres x iad 
A review of the New York file of the above captioned os 4 =e s 
organization reflects that the WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC eS) 
_ ACTION is the Washington, D. C. Chapter of the NATIONAL FEDERATION ‘-? a 
Y, ° FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES, and that its activities are restricted,, 
to Washington, D. C. It is further noted that the Washington Fiéld > 
; Office has conducted a complete investigation concerning this or— 
ganization. 
= | In view of this information, it is requested that the of- | 
yw fice of origin be changed from New York to Washington Field Office. 
Very truly yours, . es 


C.C. Washington Field 


MW 52770 Docld:34357205 Page 113 


MW 52770 Docld:34357205 Page 114 


oy 


{ess Te Se RP ote 
ee f . Ae a ‘ous 
| | hed 3 eee a 


} é 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Vere etatte eR AEN vat t 


United States Department of Justice | 
New York, New York 


ph . : | ‘ #4 ; at 
( 100-4129 ; | 


HOB:MM _ oe | April 28, 1942 ee 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Tnvestagation 
Washington, D. ‘Gy, 


Re: ’ WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C ; 
_ Dear Sir: 


. Reference is ‘made to Bureau letter dated April 6, 1942, —— | 
G ; _ changing the office of origin in the above Sapengned natter from — “4 
ae ‘New York .to the: Washington. Field Giriee: 


An appropriate review of. he New York files has been made, - - { 
which reflects: that the Washington Field Office has all serials'‘of .. 
if ' this case, with the exception of the report of Special Agent A. ‘d. . a 
al _ RAFFERTY, dated at Omaha, September 18, 1941, which is Being enelosed- A 
ae oe ee to the Washington Field Office. phe“! ie 


The New York Field Office is, therefore, : considering ‘this 
..case referred epee compre rien to the office of i ca tae 


‘Very eae yours, 


Peo Poll 


P. E. FOXWORTH’ 
Assistant asec ng 


6 


“cc - Washington Fleld (Enc. ) 
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D At IDEXEB 
da /1 Bin /o O- 
= 


ed P a; 


Gk. 


{JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 2 ES ee a5 ~ oe oats tes Gs AS Kamin 
. eg: , DIRECTOR” \ a 3 4 Mo ' ley 4 , a ON 
pp a ederal Burean of Investigat epee 
eee United States Arpartment of Justice re eee 
5 soe a Mr. Rosen : 
Washington, Me C. in #8 c+ Pansies 
: ‘ . ° ane far. Carson 
Diu: PC “i . ie May 1, 1942 grt ne aa ae 
‘Received: 3:15 Pil e a0 te ee a Oe ’ Von gua te 
. Transcribed: 42:45 Pil ay ca eee ray 
Me - MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J emits ‘wr, Mecuire_. 
‘ ie a Ba ‘Mr. Quinn Tamm 
- : Tele. Room, 
se a. . Q oO ad ie ar, Nease ‘ 
a ' Niss Beahm 
fg ftsa Gandy ae 
The Secretary’ to Mr. Ugo -(émusi calied me at this gee ea ere 
time and advised that lr. Rober faurer who is connected 
with the District of Columbia Public Schools, was in to 
j see ir. Carusi and brought in a list of 19 people, which 
_ list he would ike to-have checked to see if these people 
Bea - are members of the Washington. Committee for Democratic 
Acticn. She, advised. that Mr. Carusi went like for a ‘check ; 
to be made. a a a 
I toid her that it would take usa couple of daysi%to ate ee . 
check this list, but that we would be glad: to do ites To tt tite 
s toid her to serid the list to my office and we would : Fouté. i AOE, 
: it pack to her when we have made the check. ees it eae 2 ae 
, ‘}. Very truly: Ye erga A enon dae: 
uy te. « 


< 2 oe 


ly 0— ye ~ 
FEDERAL BUREAU FINVESTIGATION | 


10 MAY 6 1942 
| U, S. DEPAR MENT OF JUSTICE 
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FOF. ‘Texas; chairman. of Hous ceae| 
mittee“on ‘uh-American ‘Activities, ; 


replied yesterday, ‘to, recent: smear pba ” | Pewee 


attacks | aimed: at. himself’ and’ his) 

. committee: by high ‘Administr ation 
.; : officials “rand 
on branded: at. sibyersive.. ee 
-He- ‘charged, ‘among other! th 


ernment : employes. belonging’ to 


* . Lof 19. p bee who-are., ihe bers 
Of j ithe’ fashington: Committe, for, 
smocratic it Fiend ii 


list, records show! "4 


= intr duced ‘an:. ‘amazing ~- report 
| showing. that, jarge pa. f, the 

j fun + -with / which . Communist: 
Frort organizations. are. financed. 
are derived.from the: estate* of. a 
ve: known New York: lawyer,’ ‘who 
“wealth and:: prominence 

} Teter Re ‘@ generation ago. 


He ‘was. Louis ; “Marshall;. 
whose, er reried a within the 


‘Under | “Robert: “Marshall's | Sith 


.. lestaté was set: aside. for ‘“‘the pro? 
‘\motion ‘and’ advancement ofan 
‘ ic” Vine the United 


-j organizations” ‘which: ‘the’. depart. 
{ment, itself, regards as’ a, Commun. ; 


Roininsteds “Both ‘gioups have Jong ae 
been on the:Dies: ‘Committee black: : 


Tie- “proad: shouldered Texan also’ A 


. the: report ‘explairied, ‘onethaif: the; 


t organizations poe 


- that the Department, ‘of: Justice ~ 
_ has, ‘deliberately’ avoided Téporting : 
or. taking any action against, Gov, . 


Dies” gave: ‘the’ uae: the’ rin es}. 


a 


s 


oy . 
i his. money. Was- ased, the ‘Dies 
i jcommittee : ‘tound,. to- Scan the| 


a: ‘a 
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a 
Rolls leh Are | 


4 a CL fo Ee 
Liberties, , 


J 


and 
ee sthe 


| ate 


ee “Ae vdae to” thes “report; me! 
bers: of the ‘Péace. Mobilization, pub- 


licly. declared , ‘before: the’ German'| °." 
‘invasion: of’ Russia that they’ ‘had}f *. 
ho preference for ah English. vic: ||: ” 


‘Sincell. 
’ the coutbreak. of! war. Lesage thé]. 


_ tory: over: a ‘Nazi* ‘victory, « 


Re “and. Nazis, ¥: 
pave ‘supported all: 
O° Hi 


to ‘ 
“ {distributed ‘by ° the, Féderation’ 
{Constitutional “Liberties: He-swoke 
for an. ‘hour * and, a. half, . rand -at 
‘the. end’ received. Bs, stirring. j 
4 tion, aio . 
‘He’ declared A pitter that: “ate, 
: |tempts: are:being made to“ discredit, 


for. 


| desire a’ free’ hand, to.- ‘blacken 
-Congress,: “intimidate the people 


; ‘Survived. Probe io 


dominated, despite which’ the 19 
Federal employes who are: mem: 
ber have retained: their jobs. The 


.J|Matority -of.: “these - -were- on: the 


list! of: 1: 121 eck es which” the’ 
cone 


e early in sear 


0. the : 
Conon ii 
“The: dink, between: ‘thesel. . 
: and: the, other: beneficiaries. of: thet 

originals rs Louis. Marshall’ s* ‘ability Pe 
in ustry,: tHe Zeport explains, le 

ne3 ican, : : : 


nswer | attacks ,in’ a” sn : 
va, i 


the work: ‘of the Committee’on un-, a : 
‘American “Activities by thosé“‘who’ fe 


and ‘organize innumerable: organ-|."{ 
izations ‘to’ stir’: “uD: ‘racial, eng? Tey 
“I ligious: ‘hates,’ ee ‘ 


* Tt was: in eniving: to thie, Smear. ean] 
‘ofthe ‘federation that he disclosed 
the | organization . has been. ‘stig- |' 
matized. by. Biddle as .Communist-}: 


a been dismissed. for. 


% ice earliee Action, who were on 


6 
i 


tt 


‘its Communist control, as: well’as 
a Communist: Party.” ‘members and 
: fellow travelers, so also some mefn- Fo 


ae agers a4, uaghapatoatibinde 7 > hb 


fe ) at WE a 


= Soied. to. Cotigress 
irligassieissenonth that: Getefthe : 
Dies list» only two employes had}. 
subversive 
activities. However, members off 
the . House ‘expressed - wonderment} 
yesterday that, thdse named’ by 
Dies as members of the Constitu- 
tional Liberties Federation - and 
the Washington Committee for 


he..earlier list; had survived the] | 


ving the Cominuniat Party; ‘as sub, 
versive,’ Biddle stated: ; 

. “Just as’ membership in the na- 
tional ‘federation, or its affiliates, 
includes those: sympathetic. to the 
stated: aims, of the organization; 
‘who may, or may not be aware of} 


ob oN 
of ee . 7 me | 
nal = 2 
7 AY oe tr es: | 
vie@ ie es Neale a gt tenia : 


} of the Washington Commit ee}. c 
| Democratic | ‘Action - may . 


Ample ‘éppdrtunity: ‘to’ observe 
pf aiiation and .control. has 


I- 2 


gh a ce : Y — . 
es wee oe tat’ hes { 


Doxey wilerson, professor of education, Howard University; Morris 
Watson, Secretary, National Labor Committee ‘against War, American 
Peace Mobilization, a Communist Front ‘organization; John Davis, alleged 
Communist and Secretary of the National Negro Congréss; and Hugh Be 
Miller, Chairman, SoeeTnoeee: Committee for Democratic Actione 


“TA the Spring of 1941, the Washington Committee for penpeeuene 
Action published a. booklet entitled, Witch Hunt, 1941, Hits Government 
Workers". This booklet attacked . investigations nade by Governmental | 
‘Agencies | of individuals employed by the Government under the ‘Hatch Act. 
The-following excerpts taken from this booklet reflect the attitude of 
the Washington- Committee for Democratic Action: 


‘Wiha ‘Waskinatén Committee: for Democratic Action 
is resolved that this Witch Hunt must stop. Its © 
Committee, has gone into action in defense of. Civil 
Rights. of Government Workers ‘It:has taken the. de- 

 fénse of Margaret. DEprey November | and Julius 
_ Schlesingere 
ee 
"The Committee has. prepared to investigate and : 
defend the cases of other Government. workers who may 
be subjected to. entrenchment of their basic American 
‘rightse = . ; 


% Ok * * 


"The National Federation for Constitutional 
_ Liberties has offered its resources ‘in enlisting 
 Nation-wide support for the protection of the 
rights of Government Workersa 


: aR * 
“wala” individuals ania’ organizations - devoted to the 

preservation of our. Democratic. Liberties are urged to 

cooperates" - : } 
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me — ae by aw 


=, JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 3} ? <a a : tae aoa - . % 8 AD Tanta, 
ga (DIRECTOR a pelt th - ee 
+ a a A a . ies ™ See 
Ce: =~ ane ne ‘Sederal ee af Inviestigat Or ae 
~ United States Department uf Justice rr 
‘ rr a - Mr. Rosen : . 
: Washington, - €. 2 _* phe 
: 7 adi fr. Carson eet 3 
Dili PC ; wy, atl May Ls 1942 4 4? #. as. ealles 
Received: 3: 13 ‘Phi are: Se , a J in anaes 
Transcribed: 4: 45. Pill ee ap ar eat Tee 
? | MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J e=ieecaldidl mrs tea. 
re ; com i.2 7 Mr. Quinn Tamm 
ss wee Tete. Room 
“a “, -_ ge : : a , s : Mr, Nease = 
‘ Niss Beahm 
a ' Miss Gan wee 
The Secretary to Mr. Ugo G4musi calied me at this Fee 
time and advised that Mr. RobertMaurer, who. is connected 
ye PAE with the District cf Coiumbia Public Schools, was in to 
F see Wir. Carusi and brought in a iist of 19 people, which 
. List he would iike to-have checked te see if these people 
aoe - are members cf the Washington - Committee for Democratic os 
, Acticn. She. advised. that Mr. cerusts would like for a ‘check ; 
to be made. oe. Whe 
| 


ci tod char that it would. take us a couple of days%to | pe oats 
check this list, but that we would be glad to do ita< Tres. 
told her to send the list to my office and we would ; Fouté.: be 
at, papi to her when we. have’ made the check. ae eM be, 


i 
H 


Fa 


Very truly yours: 


= Vee 7 : : 
Bg 
Yah i | ' 4 


/b0—- 
‘FEDERAL BUREAU FHT, 


10 MAY 6 1942 - 
U, S. DEPARJMENT OF JUSTICE i 
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F : Sa a ae ; =e oT eae : : = 5 = ba oS \ — 
és JOHN, EDGAR HOOVER — C poy ; So ome Teteon aa, 
i -~exDIRECTOR i ‘ > é hg . J Mr, B a. Tama S, 

sai ; ; : , no ; ; ; Mr. Cless baders 4, \ 
Federal Bureau uf Wi tiie. . Mr. Foxworth : 
| Unitea States Department at Justice . . fe - 
_ Washington, D. C. _ Mee weno 
7 - ; P : Sane . | Mrs Rogen |: cat 
~DML:CSH ou October 31, 1941 3} wee: 
: ‘ . , a _ pare Holloman we 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


- Mr. Heanden 
: | 4 MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM - Mes: ety =< 
3 4 = \ bi . i , ; 4 ate : Mr. Haro. , \ 
P dg me 7 : . . , . * of ad 3 “5 Tete. Ream 
RE: MEMBERSHIP LIST oF Oe” eek Woe es 
 OWASHINGTION COMMITTEE = === ee 
FOR DEMOCRATIC. ACTION = o, ee ie 


_ Miss Beam 


a a I ere talked wish specu Agent Rte ae eer 
oo. ‘lore DW. Dawsey and secured from him a statement in. # 
tee oe ate detail with reference to his handling of the compila~ -- - 
: tion of the list of members of the Washington 
Lovie tl.) 7-7) Committee for Democratic: Action. The detailed state- 
ere oe , ment obtained from hin. is attached hereto. / 
ty ‘ 


" Respectfully, me oy fe 
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Me! 


Bederal Bureau of. Investigation . if Jo, 


Hnited States Department of Justice Soe 
* Mr. Niskots ee 
Washinaton, 7 A. C. , mr. Traey 
\ fw x '- November 1, 1941 _ (Me Honem 
: . : , : : * : Mr, Garson: ee 
° : iM eae Coffey : 


‘ Me ‘aanaont 


: Mr. Guta! Temm 


“WEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR =, ©. +Wetottomos 


So ah / : . } 
"a ee i? : a ie ‘ . oo Me. Horbo | Paes 
‘ . - . . Le pe wy F 
Tete. Room “ ~ ag 


. Mr. Nease : 


Miss Beat r 


‘ ‘miss. ‘candy’ 


Ladd” 


‘attached. hereto. ts, a  abiepols natrennes to. Mr, 


plop oni tata bea that. Since: he “otked® very 6. 
tman,, he. "does not recall having advised -hin™ as: to. the ide 
he List", but in the next breath states "it would” not-. be 
unusual for. the writer possibly to™ -have Re LEREeG, ues this] 
Some. 2 tne. as “the WCDA oe a 


and: deaptne. te pei 
the list/the identifying agraph" 

“the report in question.and it will be.observed. Fat page” “99 
CRIB. ear that Pare eC data ota aide at the. Bovge 


this, ee 


st. page. ty the eee When Conpronega oi th this, 
Dawsey : stated that his recollection.’ ‘ati the time of’ making’ the: 
statement was: ‘that he had cut.:the: top. off} ‘of the page.: 


ited to. indicate, the aon sas "ofmeugnuds 
at 7 "Sy oes ‘ + bs = wi 
ay, +A Ne Le eee He’ re 


nae 


tf 1s, ob Das: fron a. Review Of. 
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vemo for the Director ~ 


wy 
3 


NS 
.- 


must assume the worst consequently and. presume that at some time 


_ Dawsey or some other Agent identified the list to Captain Hartman. 


as being the "CDA" list. It is fantastic to assume that Hartman 
or some other representative of the Police Department in turning 
the information over to the Dies Committee would make the same 
mistake’ that the Bureau Agents had made tin identifying this as 
the WCDA membership list. The conclusion is inescapable that 

the information.which Hartman furnished to the Dies Committee 

as to what this list purported to be, must have..emanated from 


' Dawsey or some other Agent of the Washington Field Office. 


Dawsey by his own implications in this statement is at 
_falt. It appears, however, if he is accurately reporting 


his conferences with Mr. Hottel, and there,is no reason to.believe — 


otherwise, that the situations as they developed were discussed 

“with Mr. Hottel and that Mr. Hottel as Agent in chenge made the 
dectstons. For example, on page 2 of-Mr. Dawsey's statement, the 
charge is that when Mr. Hottel was advised of the addition of the 
names of husbands or wives, he approved that procedure. On the 
same page of his statement Mr. Dawsey points out that when Hottel 
was informed that the list contained namesi other than the mémber- 
ship list, he was instructed that the list be maintained in its 
erroneous condition upon the grounds that whenever it was . 
necessary to check the accurate membership list, it could be done 
against the. original photographic copy of the inde. 


Mr. McKee is presently engaged in compiling two lists - . 
-one° to show the list of names which were actually on. the membership 
rolls and the other those which were arbitrarily added because they 
appeared in correspondence, etc. There are S16. names of membens .-. 
of the WCDA on the Dies List. 847 of theSe names appear on the: 
photographic records which were taken of the real WCDA ‘list. fhe 
balance of 169 names were arbitrarily added by the aati oe as a Ry 
result of reviews of Conpes popgences CbCe , 


t 


The original photographic records: ee the name- of ee 
Mrs. Charles Fahy as..a member- of the WCDA. The name of her. husband. 
. was. s arbitrarily. added by pre Agentss - oe a a 


a 


- neopgStfully, 


Lx 
5 
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) 


Re 
2 
coe 


Qpe 


: Jor fepeae HOOVER \ . : Be : ro a 
a -2NDIRECTOR ae an 7 
, ete ry; 


= inquiriés,. sander. pretext,. in, an effort to obtain information relative . to. employ- 


e 


Federal Bureau of Investigation | on au SU 
‘United States Department of Justice — oe 
Washingtan, aa. C. , - Mr. wiohots" 


Mr. Rosen 
October 31, 1941" omen _____ 
. ; Mr. Holloman 
“| Mr. Guns Tamm |: 
fir. fendon 


MEMORANDUM FOR, WR. | LADD’ ~ | 


r Mr. Coffey 

: mprecutl : Mr. Harbo 
Re:. Compilation of list. of. shed ineton. i aa Teles hoor 
Committee for Demdcratic Action. en ” pe See 


a 
/ - ee 


. Mr. Nease 


Sometime during ‘the datter part of Nowenber r9ub,- Ea Wea ee: ae 


_ together with een th Je Clarice Newsom and one . a elgg ant re 8 a ak 


Miss Gandy 


pox “labeled "Mam Srship’. ag the pho Sgraphing. of oo ie ae ee 
a Speedgraphic ° camera ee Agent: ‘Newsom; the writer was reviewing the files—# 
-of the WashingtonyComnittes for* Democratic. a from time. ‘to time, Y pee a 
“Came across a 1, = \Magde ray 


were also. Totcerapned: oS ee ae ' i, ENC LOSURE ” ee 
ere ato jofegrapied—"macomba 7, SY S9 


After obtaining . these’ “photographs - they. were : aeyeloped find nine WAS}. ey Pe 
taken. up with SAC “Hottek to, détermine what-form. the: F ort:, should follow. 4 we 
connection with:this list and also whether a prelimi. Felt 
made against. the . soity and. telephone: directories: for fhe. purpose. of asc 
tend 


instructed “that: “this- pe dona. = In. wien of. the. size’ of “the task, 
“personnel was” ‘discussed: ‘with’ Mrs. Hottel, and. it was ‘decided that's 
advisable.to have ‘these names - “checked against. the: city*directory: Bri 
- directory. “by: a: group | ‘of traineés who. ‘happened _ at the. ‘tine .to.: be assigned ¥y6/\ 

Washington Field: Office. Approximately ‘fifteen trainees: were- requested" 

* to the- writer during ‘the hours: of 8 to.11 p.m., for the- purpose- “of makifg 4 é 

= edty: directory, check, “At, ‘the | time, ‘these: photographs: ‘were given. ‘to the/trainees’ . ae 
wit was: explained* chat. “they should check the- names appearing on ‘the. ‘puotégreied 07 
"index cards’ against . the: city. and teephone* “directories: in an effort to obtain - ea 
. the corréct, employment. The trainees also in certain. cases - ‘made telephonic’: 


“ee 


“nents » _They. were: also instructed- that” this. check .should'-be positively. correct,’ “ 
“so that no name- would: appear’ on thé index cards’: that was not the correct name?) 7... 
- originally ‘appearing “on ‘the: ‘photograph... They. were, told to be ‘gure there was ye _ 
-some positive - identification, such as a similar telephone nuliber , similar. address,” 
“or _Similar. pare apie gace E. was. also: espe ined that there: “was considerable. 


 pondeneaye ir a Ww of 
Show: that ir 
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x 4 


This check: ‘Was eouoneess by the trainees and during the process of siccae 2 | 
'\these names they would from time to time have questions. of doubt, arising and i: 
‘the same, would be discussed with the writer, who was working in.an adjoining - . ' 
room. After a name had been completely checked and the correct address and ; i 
- employment obtained, this information was written out on a 3 x 5 index card. : 
At the. completion of the entire check the names were arranged alphabetically 
and turned over to the stenographer to include in. the report, the stenographer 
having previously been given the Ege ees ‘paragraph to precede this. list of. . 
names. Subsequent to the. aT =X it’ was felt that the treinees 
had handled the matter correct and = hot cHecked back egainst ‘the t 
( photographs. aed . _ 
fee ce Feces ‘ ; 
Approximately three weoks after the completion of the oe tisaiine: 


. y ~! t This matter was . 

immedi ALely ‘checked and, es Was determined tha he trainee handling this par ioular ! 
name had vei Ven a name bearing similar initials, and upon checking the same: against . ‘ 
: .. the city directory found such a name, with a different address and employment, \~ 
ov and had erroneously included this information on phe 3.x 5 index card, this — 


Thy Was reatized.f ae 
when the’. ‘ 


Or eau een. 
aaa arama 


7 During the compilation of this list by the eebtuee ss: it was “pound hat 
several of the individuals whose names “appeared on the original membership’ tist,- 


this 1 matter was: ‘discussed - with Mr. Hotels Who advised the trainees. 
names of the USpands and Wives should “also be “ineluded,; So that during an: 


Sree they” would B ot be overlooked. “TTater™ aterun rea ms Gaiaels with 
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: Several weeks after the completion of this report, a discussion was had- 
with Mr. Hottel as to what further investigation was desired in connection with 
, this matter, and during the discussion it was decided that as much information 
as possible should be’ obtained on these individuals. Realizing. that the special 
' investigative division | of the. Metropolitan .Police Department ‘possessed voluminous 
files on subversive activities in the District of Columbia, it was deemed | 
advisable to have this list checked against their files, and the question arose 
ugies as to whether this should be done by a Bureau Agent. Due to. the shortage of 
pers sonnel at that time, it was. decided to endeavor to have Captain Hartman! s _ 
men do this work. : Ga tain. Hartman W contacted and was advised that the field | 


eer his files, Sane aia ane this check made, at, which time the List 
of names appearing in the report of the writer on the WCDA was epumicue to him, 
-; This list of. names, was re ‘by taking an 6 ct of the report 


rand tearing it apart, aes c 
‘_jidentifying paragraph. i i 
contain any statement or notation as to what it was. 


Captain Hartman wa: 
informed by the writer that he could not tell him. what it Was 5 to which’ eo 
| Hex Hartman rep ie a don't want to nou". —— ‘ae rips 


Subsequent: to the delivery of this list to Captain avtgan: captain. Hartman 
and the writer worked very closely and the writer does nos recall having advised. 
Captain Hartman. ‘at any time as to the identity of tifis list. Ho ever, it: would 
ibly to have referred to this J 4 ana} ine 4 
as the WCDA List. It is a fact. that the names appéaring on this ‘list were : a3 
checked in tie Viashington Field Office by the. Police. Department and: they might “4 

that these“ individuals were members of the Washin ton : 


Td | 
Democratic ‘Action. Due to ae close eee arrangement in esiutence, between =i 
Captain Hartman and the. Washington Field Office, it. would not have beer’ ‘unusual. ce 
at one time or another for this list to have been’ referred to casual as: the : 


: At the ‘time the original List was’ given to Captain Hartman this’ matter. an st 
Was. discussed with Mr. -Hottel - at great Length, and_it was ee Secidad | HE ahs. 
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te 


) - 


as Mir’. Ladd has: ‘advised me that the. “hyioseash ia copy of Peer list obtained  __—- 
by the Dies Committee bears a notation at the top of the first page "Washington | 
Committee for Democratic Action", ~I can definitely state that at the time this 
> List was given to Captain, Hartman,’ it did not. contain: such ‘identifying name, ands 
I may also state that at no time did Captain Harti advise me that he had me 7 
furnished this. information ‘to the ‘Dies Committee or to anyone else. ? 


a 


With ‘reference. to what may have ‘become of ‘the original list - furnished to 
Captain Hartman, I may state that this list was ‘used by the Metropolitan Police 
Department over a period of several’months and the writer does not know what’ 

,. disposition was. ever made of it. It is possibly now in the possession of = 
_ Special dares theett ye: unit of the Metropolitan” Police BepeEyaent 
52 

- The ation arose several weeks. ago. relative to the appearance. “of the 
names of husbands: and wives on this list, when in reality they did not. appear on 
the original membership list. This natter was discussed with Mr. Foxworth and 

“,Mr. Timm, and the agents working on governmental employee investigations, 

: at which time they were informed as. to the details of the compilation of this list. 

oe, '" land the agents of the Washington. Field Office were specifically. instructed that at }f 
eee no’ time should an individual be referred to. in their reports asa member of the 

WCDA unless ‘His name appeared on the actual photographic copy. of the index of 

that organization. The above mitter arose at “thé “time the nae of Mr. Charles 

ni : Fahy was sent.-over to the Bureau as appearing on .the subversive. index of the _ 

Re ' Washington ‘Field Office.. After. checking this matter: it was found that his 

name. was includéd in view of the fact that: his wife was listed as a member of. 
the WDA, and it Was ‘decided that his name should be. Br OnDee. from’ the acaieuts : oo 


Boe 


MP ile ca a a Ee gs 


wa With: reference: 0 ‘whether other Lists were from time. to time cached, ‘a, aoe 
. N _ over to Captain Hartman, it is the writer's recollection (which: is very faint). 
‘that subsequent: to obtaining.a list. referred to as the "Marian Anderson's» Catineut 
ship Committee List", of approximately 3000 names, it was decided that this’ , 
‘list, of course froma ‘subversive standpoint, was not’ of much value ‘due to.the |: 
_ fact that: it merely consisted of those names appearing on a petition. voicing 
_ their disagreement with the refusal to permit Marian Anderson to sing at a 
‘particular auditorium in the District of Columbia. I. ‘believe. that this list 
was furnished -to Captain Hartman. for his information for only a few days, and: 
I am oe ‘sure that this ae was not used by the lietropolitan , Police Depart . 


- it was not of any value. A copy of the above list was ‘forwarded to! the Bureau _ 
some time e a Si 


21 ine, state that I definitely: do not recak iaine at any time given 
_* Captain Hartman any other lists obtained ty. the Mane ne On meee Office. 


So.) a a fl ? 8 * ae pee 


, 
te , er : wont Te Se : a or : fo os 
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The, queatdon has been asked as to why the WCDA list’ was given to Babbade: 
'. Hartman and no othér list. ‘I may state that at the time the - ‘WCDA list was 


.given Captain Hartman, subversive investigations in the Washington Field Office.“ 


were just beginning and the field office did not: have any information whatsoever 
on subversive activities in the District ‘of Columbia and. was anxious to obtain 

/ ag much information as possible. ‘Subsequent to ‘the submission of .this WCDA 
list to Captain-Hartman, it was decided -that he would have'his men make a 

. detailed check of the entire subversive files of the Metropolitan Police 
Department and furnish to the Washington Field Office a copy of a summary of 

' ,. such files as ‘appeared to be important. Had not this summary been obtained, 

a 2 other lists would, undoubtedly have been. furnished to Captain Hartman for 
similar check, but it was not necessary, due to: the submission by Captain 
Hartman of the many’ reports on individuals concerning whom the Metropolitan — 
Police Department had obtained definite evidence of ‘an association with 

_ Communist ‘ideology. - aan. hcg 

: i feo a, od ; 


eee 


ro ee T. We Dawsey 


‘ 3 : ; y 
a i - ’ a : . ee ae 


* Abs 
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! 7 ” .7 : : + nx 
é oo 7 7 ee ” : Hye af x CC-287 ' Mr. Tolson_-_ : 
aie , dN EDGAR HOOVER Q a ee i?) 7 , 0 Mrs BE. A. Tamm__ | 
ee -! S42 DIRECTOR ‘ aa fe a Ss °° Mr. Clegg is 
3 os : y a ot Mr. Glavin 
Hedoral Bureau of Investigation . "Mr. Ladd 
United States Department of Justice vi oe os 
Mr‘ Rosen 
‘Mashingston, 3 A. C.. Me. Tracy 
7 ae “Mr. Carson 
May 20,1948 =. =. Mr. Cottey. 
: ; 7 ae a Mr. Hendon____ 
ie 7 a reas Mr. Kramer__ | 
. MEMORANDUM -FOR- MR WELCH y, pe _ Mr. MeGuire___ 
ie fae ee ho BETES Lee, Mr. Harbo a2 
: be Mo Mr. Quinn Tamm__ } 
RE: “WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR fo. 8 "Tele. Room, eat 
- DEMOCRATIC ACTION; - 2 ' Mr. Nease | 


INTERNAL “SECURITY - G. i eee 


; . Fe oe Miss Gandy 
There is submitted herewith ne Summary “memorandum con- 


: cerning the captioned organization for inclusion in: the file « on 


- ‘this matter. ae 


Respectfully, - - 


> Be Winterrowd i” - a 
| oz ~ £SE 52? a 
— oqoRDE & ZEDBEEE ny 20 1943 4 
es i gi 25 " LG: 


© Bereticn atic an cap nage ccamemergs si pidRasinbienicemensailh 


‘at tachment 


MW 52770 Docld:34357205 Page 131 


WASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION - 


The Washington Committee for Democratic Action: is the rier es ° 
branch of the National Federation for Constitutional Libert and: fundi\tons 


in jroontunetion with that Organizations 
4 


“From the minutes of the Weahinoton: Boinibtse’ for Democratic 

; _ Action, it appears ‘the original name°of this organization was the ; 
i ' , Washington Committee for Democratic ‘Rights, which” ‘Organization is believed 
-- 4dentical with the Washington: Council for Democratic Rigiees This name 
was just used for several dayse : nie to tan © . 


The’ WCDA is the Washington Chapter" ‘of the National: Federation 
: for Constitutional Liberties,. Room 102, bears Building, ‘1410 H Street, 
ie _  .. Ne We, Washington, (De Co Pees 


‘It is reported that this organization is an outgrowth of.part 
of thé membership of the old American League for Peace and Democracy. 
A second group formed from the ALPD is known as the’ American Peace - 
Mobilization. (It appears that part of the inembership of the ALPD = 
originally formed the Washington Committee for: Demoératic Rights. The 
first. known meeting was‘ held on February 13, 1940 ,, under the name of 
. the Washington Committee for Democratic Rights. 


\ 


“According to the ee of the organization; the following 
offiéers presided: ” Merle De Vincent, President, attending were the 
following: Rose Brunswick, Eve Budd,-. Henry ma Daniel Driesen, © 
Faith Halpern, Lucy Hancock and. others. : 


“The following information concerning Merle De Vincent, who, § 

as you noted, presided at the original meeting and has the title of 2 

President, was obtained from the files of the Hederet: Bureau, of ‘Investi> 

gation: - : Ce ee ee 

re Merle D. Vincent - piping 1988 solicited funds 

i Sk 5 ee - for the assistance of the - 

ie ae poe ee a . Communist ‘Party in Spaine 

_ ae a RI 5 In May; 1940, he was a - pies 

cohtribator ‘to the "Quality", a monthly magazine: sponsored 
and supported by the Communist Party of America. -; 8 
jon May 1, 1939, Vincent spoke on "The Menace of Fascism" agi 

Lat the May- Day Eoleetavanur in Washington, De C... Other vo 

NCL OSURE 


- RECORDED 
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persons appéaring on “thé same program were: 

Harry Bridges, Lee Pressman and Charles Houston, 
who have been reported as being Communists,.° 
This information was obtained from the Daily Worker 


V - 


> dated May 5, 1939. — 


‘On February 21, 1940, the namé of the organization was changed 
to the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, which is the present 
-wanes At this time it’ was resolved “thet two representatives be sent to 
j the Washington Civil Rights Committee to assist that Committee in the 
introduction of a Civil Rights Bill in Congress. It appears that the 
original purpose of this organization was to ¢all a meeting «in the District 
of Columbia onthe subjéct of civil rights, and after considerable discussion 
of the matte?’ as shown in the minutes of the meeting on March 19, 1940, : 
7 ; : dt was decided that *the Conference on Civil Liberties was to be held on 
Co eS April .20 and 21, 1940, in the Hall of Nations, Washington Hotel. “ 


On March 26, 1940, the Executive Committee announced that 
132 paid members ‘were on record. On March 27, 1940, copies of the tenative 
_ program together with a list of sponsors were sent to’ Dan Tobin, President 

of the International Brotherhood of.Teamsters, 222 East Michigan Street, | F 
Indianapolis; Indiana; Mr. Michael Quill, President, Transport Workers' Union, - 

153 West 64th Street, New York. City and Miss Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, The 

Communist Party, 35 East 12th Street, New York City, who were’ to be’ the 

speakers at the Conference on Civil Rights on April 20 and 21, 1940, at 

Washington, De Ce | : 7 ; ; 


The following information is available eoncerning Michael Quill 
arid Miss Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, who it will be noted are among the -speakers 


at the Conference on Civil Liberties mentioned above: 


Michael Quill _. °° Tt was reported that 
og during the election in | Ho 
the fall of 1937 in the. ee 
Bronx, New York City, the ~ ie 

Commianist Party transferred 90% of Isadore’ Begun's votes 
to Michael Quill and one other American Labor Party 

Candidate. , 
“Thomas Humphreyo'Shea, former New York City Communist 
leader from 1934. to 1938, stated he had directed the ~ 
‘Pransport Worker's Union for the Communist Party until 

he was cotipelled’ to relinquish the presidency in favor- 

of Michael Quille.“It was further reported that the plans 


A So. 
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+ 


' Party lines.were taken up at "fractional" meetings — 
_ attended” “by. Michael Quills: O'Shea stated that Wuill 


also ae "unit organizer", 


doneeriing quill's aauauenee for: “City caunell in. 


- Communist vote but by the same token he “has no claim 


and presents activities." 


on 


to condiict the union in conformity with the Communist 
was. “literature agent" of a Party section and was 


Joseph Zack, former er Party Leader, stated ~ 
‘that he’ icniow - or. had reason to believe" that. Quill | 
is a Communist; further that. the Communist. Party = - 
dominates the Le aoa eae Workers* Union of. America. 


‘1939 in New York, David Dubinsky, President of the 
Tadies™ Garment Workers Union; Stated that ‘a vote 
for Quill was actually a vote’ "for the Communi st 
Party, for the Stalin-Hitler pact and against . 
Democracy ;" that "since Quill is running ‘in ‘behalf 
of ‘the ‘Communist ‘Party, he is entitled to every ~~ 


on and is ‘not: ‘entitled to a single. vote . of the 
Americas Labor Party.” | _ 
“Blizabeth ee poe -. On; ‘April 26 1937, : 
ace : "the Daily” Worker Reflects: 
oe . - “"" that Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 
spoke ata "esting called: by “the New York State Committee © 
of- thé Communist Party: held at Mecca Temple, ‘New York Citye 
At this meeting she spoke as a@ member of. thé “Communist 
Party and stated-as one of her reasons for. joining the | 
Party was “that the Party ‘has the benefit of collective — 


experience and intelligence of past revolutionary movement § 


phe. ganday worker for. October 125 1937, “Peflected that 
she sepenty. admitted jotning the Communist ‘Party. a 


The Daily Worker under date of Garaver 25, “19375, reflects 
‘she spoke over Radio Station WMCA on October 24, 1937, 
‘at which time. ‘ghe- urged the women of New York. to. vote 
for the, Communist. : 3 
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re ‘ | | . a 6) 


also a member of the Central Executive Committee | eS 


“Under: date of March 22, 1938 “this ee Worker reflects | 


. a8 Commiinist Party candidate for Representative-at-Large 


The Daily Worker under date of January 14, 1938, 
reflects that Elizabeth Gurley Flynn is pepovbed 
‘as the” ‘leading member Of the New York State Women's 
Commission of the Communist Party and that she is 


of. the Communist Party of America. eae 


that she is reported. to ‘be an instructor in the — 
Workers! School, 35 East Twelfth Street, New York City, 
(Communist Party Headquarters in New York) cuere: the 
winter term 1938. 


‘Elizabeth’ Grey. Flynt’ was monertes in the “May 28, 1938 
issue of the ‘Daily Worker to have been elected one of. 

the Assistant Secretaries of the Tenth National Convention 
of the cometee Perey of New ‘York (City. 


The paily Worker under. date of Angie: 1, 1938, “listed 
her as Communist Party Candidate for Congressnan-at- 
Large. from a York, a808 


The epléotion Flyer" steaned: by the New York State - 
Committee Communist Party listed Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 


from New. York in 19406 oe 


‘The ‘files of the peaaral Bureau of tnvestization reveal . 
Flynn: to have been affiliated wash the radia 
“organizations: 


(1) : Bkeeutive Coftini ttee of the League 
+ for Mutual Aid 
(2). Ameri¢an Vigilant Intelligence Federation - 
(3) Organizer and Lecturer, for the Tu, 1906 
to 1916 
(4). Organizer and Lecturér for’ the “American 
a Civil Liberties Union in 1924 -  - ae 
(5) Member. of. the People's Freedom Union in 1920" 
_ (6) National Chairman. International Labor Defense 
(7) - Natiofal. Committee American Civil Liberties 
Union ‘in 1937700 7 oe 
(8) Member Board of Directors, American Civil 2 ee Ae 
Liberties Union, - 1940 


4 
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the WODA and the Communist Party: 


a ‘nieny confidential” informant advised that a copy of a 


‘letter dated March 27, 1940, addressed to Merle, ‘who is believed to 


be Merle D. Vincent, “Pragident ‘of the’ WCDA, advising him of certain 
action taken in preparation for the’ ‘Conference on Civil Rights revealed 


. that a representative of the Communist Party had been requested to 
speak on Civil Rights. This’ letter, which bore the return address 
‘of 2010 0 Stréet, Washington, D. C., was, dated on March 27, 1940, was 
unsigned ‘and indicated’ that Elizabeth” Gurley Flynn, The Commi st Party, 


35 Fast 12th Street, New Yorlc eres was to be a speaker at the eves 
mentioned Conferences ie : 


‘The Executive Committee of the WCDA‘ was Soeensiie itexeaten 


- in getting Congressman Vito Mercantonio to act as Chairman of the 
Conference on Civil Rights, and a tentative draft of a letter with 


a notation "sent by. Merle Vincent" sets forth the fact that this 
meeting was, ‘being held while Congress is in session “for the purpose 
of influencing Congress in ‘the provision and extension. of democratic 
asentee ; . 


‘The ostensible policy of : the WCDA as “agit tested ‘ina fori 
letter which was sent out on April 35, 1940, entitled, "Conference on 


‘Civil Rights" reflected that special topics ‘will inclade civil rights 


and labor, rights: of Negroes and the sen of the national and civil 


. minority groups, et- Cetrae 


The’ following > letter is indicative of whe ‘eooperation between 


"april 10, 1940. _ 
Miss BYizabeth ‘Gurley, Flynn 
The Communist. Party 


35 East l2th Street 
| New York, New York 


My dear Miss: lyon: 


7. an a was. delighted’. ‘to learn that you would “pe one 
of” ‘the. ‘Speakers at the Conférence on Civil Rights to be- 
held in Washington, De Coy on ie 20. and ele 


. Lan enclosing” a copy of the Call to the Conference. 
You will see that the Session at which you are to speak, 
Civil Rights and Minority Groups, takes place on Sunday, 
April 21, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00. My understanding is 
that you wish to speak on the subject 'Civil Rights". 
ene will be entirely satisfactory to “Use 


“- Looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you at 
the Conférence, I am 
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Sincerely yours, 


os 


no . aS 6: - . (8s) Merle De Vincent 

a e 3 yet ack a ae. " . + | President't 

“As indicative. of the activities of this Organization there 
‘is set out hérein’ a resume of thé action taken concerning one | 
laurent Frantz, who has been reliably reported as being a member ~ 
of the Communist Party and one of the more radical elements of ene 

' Party. ue Frantz made the following Sie velour. : 


"I ama licensed Atto¥ner ‘and have been 
‘practicing law for three years in Birmingham, -" 
Alabama. I was ‘employed by Mr. Hull, ‘State 
Secretary ‘or ‘the Communist: Party, to secure 
information’ on election requirements so that 

‘the Comunist Party, could place. its candidates 
for President and Vice-Presidente. Most of 

my work was done in the’ “Birmingham Law ‘Librarys" 


MES prantz’ further stated that he’ had been unjustly inoaroerated 
‘pucaliees he refused to furnish information concerning ‘the whereabouts 
_ of Mr. Hull. to a United States Deputy ‘Marshal and a city detective . 
who attempted to sérve a subpoena on him, “He ‘claimed that he was — 
held at the Birmingham jail: for 48 hours incommunicadoe 


, _The WCDA apparently: took action in this’ instance, .as evidenced 
by a letter dated June: 14, 1940, which” ‘Frantz addressed to Mr. Harry — 
Ce ‘Lamberton, Chairman, Legal Comins tes ‘WEDA, from which the following 
eaceree ‘is. a ee 


. ny am: very “mek eopisaced® with the favorable 
a _ report. regarding thé attitude of the — 
" GLVil Liberties Unit in this matter and a ‘ 
very grateful to your organization for its - 
acviv ities ‘ine the. CAasSee" 


, It was veported” that the. Senesncuce on “Civil Rights was 
héld on April 20 and 21, 1940, at the Hotel Washington and was ‘attended . 

- by many known Comiuni sts” and ‘practiced ly. ‘every Communist Front Organization 
was" ‘represented ‘at the meeting The press release issued for the meeting 
reflects that among ‘Others in Stbendance were representatives of the 
following organizations: Washington Youth Council, League of Women 


- Shoppers, American Pederarion of Teachers; National Neer? Congress and 
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_ the Workers? Alliance of seer ces : ‘ . 


oe the above: Conference the following resolutions and proposals. 
were discussed as indicated belows:. 


(1) The Wagtier Act was approved. 


(2) A’BL1L Seoviding for Industrial Mobilization was 
ee opposede 


'; (3) The Anti- Trist Prosecution of. Labor Unions was 
Opposede © 
(4) The Wages and Hour Bill was favorable reported. 
(5) The. American Civil Liberties Union was opposed for | 
its stand in upholding the rights of strikebreakers. 
ie anita DRA Ramen Ore Gen ‘ 
(6) A proposal’ opposing. the mainténancé of a card index 
system described before a House Committee by J. Edgar 
@ Hoover was said’ to be "clearlyan unjustifiable ” 
ae assumpiton of: power not authorized by ‘law, and is ~ 
tantamount to.a plot against the peace and he aad 
' * of the American peoples" — 
It was said at the coffererice in connection with the 
Civil Rights and ‘Minority Groups thats BP = 5 


"The right ‘of political parties eo , peace nate 
programs and eat their candidates on the. ballot 
of: choiée at: election time. There is at “present — 
a campaign to deprive the Communist Party of its 
_ ‘Pight to set forth its program, place its candidates — 
: before the.people, and preserve secrecy of the ballot 
for its supporters. ‘This. campaign ‘puts. the rights 
of all minority parties in jeopardy and thereby 
_ endangers freedom of’ political expression." 


“In furtherance of these resolutions, the TOLTOW INE: program 
was adopted: 


2. That no’ aieseeney. in peace or war “can justify 
. the abrogation of the rights ‘of minorities” ~ a 
exercising -roeton of thought or aouton. ‘within ; 
the laws 7 ‘8 : x 


aba - He ; 2s ite racial ana religious intolerance as practiced 
| . by the K.K.K., the Silver Shirts, the Christian 
Front andthe ‘Coughlinites, have no pine in 
American life. 


oe “That the flood of anti-alien, and anti- foreign born 
oo ag : Bills. now pending ‘in Congress threaten the rights 
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“Of Gitizens as well as of eiicne: and must be 
‘defeated’ 


4o That” ‘the Tight. ‘of politidéal mperitiee: to use ‘all 
‘> Yegal methods employed by the two major parties 
- to..campaign for candidatés and platforms be © 
pai aaa by the appropriate . Government Authorities. 


Be To. fies ne fight of the ‘Negro people for eescacn 
from prosecution and discrimination, in opposing 


anticiynching, poll: tax ‘and ‘similar laws ae oma 


fA carefiil peri‘sal of. the above program ‘reflects that seen: 
_ item is.also. contained in the. 1940 Election Program of the Communist . 

On Aeag 30, 1940, “ther folleWite J letter was - addressed +o. 
Miss Elizabeth Gurley Flynn of the Communist | Party: 


( 


"April 30, 1940. 


Miss Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 
The Communist Party 
35 East 12th Street 
New York, New York 


My. ‘dear Miss “Flynne, 


I am enclosing a money. enaee for $10. 00 in 
Gayient: of your transportation: from New York to 
Washington and return, in connéction with the 
Conference on. Civil Rights held in this naw on 
ae 20, pane 2le 


Sincerely yours, 


(s) Alice Barrows . ; os 
Organizing ¢ Committee" _ 


Enclosure 
won ee era 
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a Te may er stated. ‘that’ divestigation has failed to reflect 
_any evidence that the expense of any auadcueios other that Miss 
ates were paid. By: the ao 


_ “Among the persons aronisont ‘at this meeting . was Sarah V. ; 
Montgomery, who is 4 leading figure in.the American Peace; ‘Mobilization 7 
. and is associated with humerous. Front, Organizations in Washington, De Ce 
a" a Nat a z 
, The files” of the Fedeval’ ‘Butea of Investigation reflect A\ 
‘that Mrs. Montgomery elaims membership with the: Communist Party, and . A f L. A 
professes complete-acéord with its principles. According,to a confidential’) ; 


informant whe vis ‘reported to be active in assuming the’ direction of aA / 


many apparently: innécucus ‘activities where/ large gatherings and groups 
are assembléde she ia jeaia to undertake” sych activities ,on/behalf 
of the "Partytts The-informant also advised thajt she publidly tendedeed: - 
a Written resignation to the Party: but ig reported to.iave: ‘said that 
the reeteneesen mee conLy : a..cemouf lage for her, trie activitiese 
ee a - \ 

: on June, 1%) £1940,,/ f phe’ Executi Te. Sonn hee. of the WCDA 

approved the prgeran/ ot action for 1940- 41, wetey peeeram is ip ae, Jo 


‘as followss | 


é 


ra 


; : skit 2% ae Se ee 
"The activities of the Dies. dmatcesd/ans en! FBI’. er . eee 
constitute 2 threat to minority, groups, therefore ; 
oe we demands . f 
Pa \ Ae That the Dies Committee ‘be abolished. 
vA : he ie fe 
a fe. Tha I the Federal Bureau. of ‘Tivestigation eeasé 
es fe Gdns terrorization of the American citizens, 
fie ik ~ pestrict its funétions to those prescribed by 
ef cf law; and” instruct ‘the Civil Liberties Unit. to 
- ; Hi prosecute, more Wigorously violations of the: 
L ZZ law as practiced by the Khu Klux Klan, the ~ 
: —_ Associated/Farmers,, and’ other vigilante: GANGS o ; 
. po; ae ta 
’ a fe: “It: wad aeaidea” that members of the Minorities” Committee ° 


should meet: fith! the’ ‘National Negro ‘Congress to work out procedure, 
“et cetra,, and that Miss Bertha Blair should report to the membership. 


and write letters. to the ‘Press ‘ta endorsed ‘by the ‘Iembershipe 
Me : Ne 
. hires It was Ta eene ‘decided to draw up resolutions concerning 
Harry Bridges and anti-alien Bills in order that they could be 


‘available for immediate usee 


Y 


? 
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Communist Party, to the effect that the Communist Party. had been 
‘refused permission for meetings: and-that* a large number of police 


‘ Committee’ of the Washington ‘Lawyers ‘Guild in order to arrange 
; eooperasaom with the WCDA on” ‘the question” of ete brutality. 


“The eetton was taken as subsequently reported in the 
Washington Evening ‘Stare. eg . 

‘Under date of July 1, 1940, the Exécutive Committee held 
a weetine ‘wherein it was stated ‘that: a letter had been’ received “from, 
Mr. Martin Chancey,. “Exectitive’ ‘Secretary of the District of Columbia’ 


attended their jnéetings’ “intimidating those who attendede An 
earerEe from this, setter is quoted as follows: 
We feél ‘that such behavior on the part of — 
the District: ‘Police at 4 time when strenious. _ 
efforts are being made to stir up war hysteria 
. throughout thé country is a danger signal of 
coming repressions that will affect not only: 
the Communist Party but also every labor and > 
progressive organization which dares to speak | 
‘up pores, in favor of peace in the world. 


“The-minutes ‘of the Executive Committee meeting ‘of July i, 
1940, indicate that the Legal Committee was authorized to draw up 
a letter to Commissioner Hazen and Ma jor Brown stating that the _ 
above complaint had been received and asking if the facts were true 
and explaining that. the WCDA was, interested, because if true, such 
policy constitutes an attack on freedom of speech and assemblyo— 


he: ODA decided at a cee on July 18, 1941, “to start. 
a. telephone campaign “opposing the deportation of Harry Bridges: and 
asking members to write or wire or see personally various Senators and: 
get other persons | to do this also : 


eee “It was subsequently feted: that a camimiii cation, was received 

from Major Brown of the Washington Police ‘Department in reply toa 
letter sent concerning the refusal to issue permits to the- Communist 
Party to hold meetings ‘at 25 and 26 I Street, et cetra. In answer to 
this letter, it was contemplated that it should be pointed out that, 1 
the sentiment of the people of the ‘community is not a proper reason 
for infriaging the freedom of assemblye 
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“Upon receipt of a. complaint from the Communist Party to 
.the effect that the Party -had- not been permitted ‘to. hold street 
meetings in Washington, De Ce, “according © to the minutes of the 
‘organization, it took the following action: 


‘A letter was addressed to the Commissioner of Police , 
alleging that these facts, if true, constituted a violation of the 
right of freedom of speech and assembly. A reply was reportedly 
received from the Commissioner stating that licenses for such meetings 
were issued through the Superintendent of Police and any complaints 
concerning such matters should be addressed to him. The organization 
“then wrote back to the Commissioner asking that. he investigate: this 
matter in order that it could be satisfactorily handled. 

: , This is $eiiie iene ioned herein only to indicate the activities 
of the Sree uE esi son on behalf of the Communist Party. 


The files of the WODA contain letters’ ‘directly’ from the’ 
District headquarters of the District of Columbia Communist ‘Party, 
District No. 34 of the Communist Party of the United Statese 
They are pauoted as follows:, : bs 


V 


"Official Organ ‘ ee . °. Workers of the World| 
The Daily Worker — Ooo utes a Units 


Communist’ Party — . 
District. of’ Columbia a, . : 
District 34,. Communist | 
Party, UsSeAc~ 
527 9th Street, Ne We 

“Room 208 — * . 
Metropolitan 0915 


| : - June 29, 1940 -- | 
seneeiae at Au, Oseshel waetee Bok “4 r te ; , 
Washington Committee for’ Denoctatic Action 
1653 Pennsylvania Avenue, Ne Woe. 
Washington, De Co yee Fes 
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oo 5 re : | . ry 7 


S, 


Dear Sir:- “2 se 


\ "Iam submitting ‘the following information which 
you requested over: ‘the eaeee petunaeys 


“We: applied for a permit for the. following corners os 
(1) 25th and Eye, Na Wes: (2). 26th and Eye, NeWe5 “(3) (2374 

and Hy NeWe; (4) 724th. and H; NeW.s.3- (5)) or anyother corner 

' that the police’ might’ suggest. “The time. we requested was 
from 6: 30 to 9:00 peme oe ke a 


; “On the 18th of June we ‘ pecéived: a eaply to our. 
application” from Lewis I..H. Edwards, “Assistant Superin- 
tendent of the Metropolitan Police, Gitich ‘stated that 
Vyou are advised. (that) - these are haaey traffic streets, 
Lor ieee reason oo. soanent must be denied.* ; 


For the ipnee "abveret years we ery been granted © 
permits for meetings at 25th and Eye and 26th and Pais 
MW, at the same time: 6:50 to 9:00 Pole ; 


othe Tose “recent ‘instances of open police dntimiaation 
at indoor meetings are: (1) “Thursday, June a7th, at-a- 
small” church at 2437 M NW., at a meeting called against 
police brutality in Georgetown. In an audience of 25 
people there were 2 plainclothesmen ‘and three uniformed - 
men standing in front of the door, one of whom’ was Officer 
Givanson who is involved.in thé beating of the three people 
and who is notorious for his terrorization of West End 
‘citizens. They were all taking copious notes, mingled 
with thé audience and ridiculed’ the meeting. “2y “Monday, 
June 24th, at’ 1529° Vermont Ave., NeW. Ata meeting. called 
- : against BOLLS britelity, six policemen arrived before — 
_ the meeting started and posted “themselves at the entrance 
z “wade” a Scout-car waited in front of. the buildings ‘The 
policeman ‘spoke to the ‘Jandlord and, as a result, “the ‘ 
landlord refused to “allow us to go én “with the’ ‘mesting, 
although we “had been” using ‘this particular hall’ almost 
weekly for the ‘past ‘four years. Every person coming : 
into this meéting was interviewed by the: policemen and 
-guch an atmosphere was created that most of .. nae peopse 


, departed imnediatelye . 
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‘I ‘hope’ ‘that this” information answers your . 
questions satisfactorily. ‘I want to take advantage of 
this opportunity to thank you for the interest you, have 
atria in this:matter. 


- Yours sincerely, 


+» (gs) Martin chancay 
_ .: City Secretary" 
“Under date of August 6, 1940, Edward Felder of the District 
Communist Party addresséd a letter to-the Washington Committee for — 
Democratic Action, setting forth the method of attack against the’ Police 
Department, in. Gennee kaon with its refusal to grdnt meeting places, as 


follows? 
; "August 6th, 19405 
ee ot - i 
"Communist Party 
District of Columbia — _ 
; _. District 34, Communist Party; UeSeAe. 
_ 527 9th: Street, Ne a ee =. 
: 4 , ee 
“Secretary, 4 7 
Me eteeron Committee for ~ , 2 fee oe 


1653 Pennsylvania pVeRUe Nee ie 
chee hed De Co . . # - 


8 Dear Friends: , i a 4 =< . 2 


“We? are “enclosing for. your “information copies of a 
letter submitted to the Board of ‘Commissioners, “by, Martin 
Chancey, City: Secretary of the District Communist: Party, 
and the. -replye™ ‘ 


_ From the ‘enclosed communications you can ascertain © 
the facts upon which we ‘pase our appeal to the ‘Commissioners 
for a hearing on “he question of police pernite for onvdees 
meetingsSe Bt ae. oho o Kha sts ee ee ry. A aei Ieee 


n 


WE “feel “that there are ‘certainly grounds for our 
conclusion uae. this refusal to grant permits is part of 
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Ps 


a drive to deprive us of our Constitutional, liberties. 
This is confirmed when we note that in the first 
Communication received. from the Commissioners the’ | 
following was the reply:° ‘I am directed by the ~~. 
Commissioners to inform ‘you that the matter of issuance 
of these permits was “eonsidered by the Commissioners, 
and. they concur in the action taken by..the Police’ — 
Department.'. This letter was received on July 26th.” 
On July 30th (copy. enclosed) , the Commissioners state 
that they have: nonntne. to do with the matter of permits. 


“This: aiiestion: involves the civil liberties of a _ 
nority political: party.. Every Washingtonian will | 
‘be affected if the Police Department is ‘allowed to deal 
in such an arbitrary” manner with minority ie ae : 


“We appeal to ‘your -vganivation to consider this 
question | very carefully and inform the District — 
Commissioners of your sentiments | on this important . 
matters — ie ; . ay! 


“We: would appreciate a replys 


ae 


Yours very “truly, 


(s )Eaward Felder = 
“District | Communist Patty" 


ro ee 


Tt is laterastine. ie ‘note hart’ the. Communist ‘Party appealed 
to the WCDA for” support before the Commissioners, ‘and the minutes of 
the WCDA. reflect that prompt action was given this matter. and a. 
vigorous campaign . was: carried out in behalf of the Communist Partye 


“Pollowing are bh” more recent. aims and piinposés of ‘the 
Washington’ Committee for Democratic ‘Action as taken from a pamphlet 
published by that organization entitled, "Safeguard, the ‘Bill. of Rights". 


"pefénd and extend the rights” of labor, Paniiard’” 
_ and” the common people to secure ‘a higher standard 
of living and to.. better. their social econocic ~ 


lifes 


"Defend and extend the right of labor to organize 
and bargain. contecuavelye Defend the Wagner Acte 


AS “Oppose aistortion ‘of the Sheena Anti-Trust 3 
-to “prosecute Eee 


"Oppose | nullification of ‘the Wegeshour LaWe = 


; x + . ‘ngapport™ the ‘Pights of the’ ‘ahemployéd ‘to shops 
os : 4 = and ‘wages that insure 4 descent standard of 
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living, aaa “bh right to adeonere relief 
if jobs are nov maowroets 


; ngapport aenenas of youth for jobs and 
Z ' educational Opporbunhyy:: Support the American 
Youth Acte Bea ey eT 


"Demand “equal political, “economic, educational, . 
cultural, and social eppereuattiee for the | ft 
Neere. peoples , 


“Support” thé right of all people--of labor, of © 
the unemployed, .of racial and political. minority-- | 
- to freedom of thought, speech and assemblys ~ 


nProtect: -$ha’ right: of new parties and minority 
parties to place their candidates on the ballot, 7 
and: protect the right of citizens. to vote as they 
chooses 


"Defend the political’ mente of the unemployed 
and their right to ereen ees eens. 


"Oppose restrictions on the’ civil rights of L 
aliens and, the foreign born. 


mpefeha” the right of farmers and consumers to 
organize to ‘protect: themselves - aoe conten 


"Oppose vigorously all ro ie ch propaganda. 
and actse 


_ngtop i1legal searches, siezures, “and other illegal : 
terrorization of the American people by the © 
Federal Bureau of. Investigation of the Depereness 
of supiees and other. ace 


"abolish dea Dies Gonmittee. 
aBaoseeute ‘vigorously ‘all violations of ce aw 


by the Ku Klux Klan, the Associated poeueres 
and other vigilante Broupse pee 


"support the Wegner-cavagan Anti-Lynch Bull. 
"Put an end to police prutalitye . 


Demand the full protection of the law for 
accused personSe a2 or’ a : ( 


~ 
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Qe 


"Oppose the illegal persécution of representatives © 
of labor, of political minorities, of negro and 
_ Other racial minorities, and of defenders of 


’ civil rightse 


“Stop the practices of holding: prisoners without 
charge, of imposing exessive bail,’ of denying °. F 
rights to consult a:consel and to fair trial by = 
‘an impartial ‘jury. eG . 


"Oppose all restrictions on the right to vote and 
on the constitutional rights of citizense aN 
“Outlaw all poll taxes. . _ 

Pat ota Pie re Bead ae 
oe ie ORE argniintes Doc ovens 
"Oppose all attempts to restrict the rights of 
citizenship of government employees. . 

"Repel the Hatch Act." 
no. . A-further reference to the attack on the Dies Committee’ made 

by thé Washington Committee for Democratic Action. On May 27, 1941, a 

mock-trial was sponsored by that organization, a fictitious indictment 


‘was drawn up for the purposes of this mock trial and in it was charged- 


the following: "We, representatives of ordinary Americans, charge: 
lL. That the Dies Committee has converted our constitutional rights to oi 
freedom of speech, organization, petition and assembly--through smearing, 
intimidation,-and threats--in an attempt to frighten honest people in 
all walks of life in order to prevent free discussion in this time of 
great National Emergency. 2. That the Dies Committee has disregarded 
the traditional right of the accused to defend himself. 3. That the 
Dies Committee, through its methods and the perversion of its objectives, 
has become a symbol of those forces driving toward the un-American , 
way of life.” , .. a 
; Among those taking part in.the mock trial were the’ 
following individuals: “Rockwell Kent, an alleged Communist; Muriel is 
Draper, an allégéed. Communist; Leo Huberman, Columnist and author, ‘and - 


~ alleged Communist; Reverend William Be Spofford; Francis Williams, 


v 


executive Secretary, American Youth Congress and alleged Communist ; 
Frederick Meyers, reported Communist and National Field organizer of 


the National Maritime Union; Peter Hawley, United Office and Pro- 


fessional Workers of America; Henrietta Buckmaster, author of "Let 
My People Go; Jules Yanover, executive Secretary, the Book Shop; 
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lng tthe ethene ee ns op teen cane ee Se A He 


Doitey wilerson, professor of education, “Howard University; Morris 
Watson,” Secretary, National Labor Committee against War, American 


‘Peace Mobilization, a Communist Front Organization; John Davis, alleged 
- Communist and Secretary of the National Negro Congréss; and Hugh Be 


Miller, Chairman, | peer NerOr, Committee for Democratic Actione 


Tn the Spine’ of 1941," the Washington Committee ‘for Democratic 
Action” published a. booklet | entitled. ‘Witeh Hunt, 1941, Hits Government 
Workers". This booklet attacked investigations’ made by Governmental © 


_ Agencies of individuals employed by the Government under the Hatch Act. 


The-following excerpts taken from this booklet reflect the attitude of 
the Washington - Committee for Democratic Action: 


ee ‘Wiha ‘Wa siitheton~Comnittes for Democratic Action 
is resolved that this Witch Hunt must. stop. Its © 
Committee. has gone into action in defense of. Civil 
Rights. of Government” Workers. ‘It-has taken the. de-. 
_ fénse of Margaret. OSPEOY November and Julius 
, Schlesingere ; 


ee: * eo 


“The Committea oe ecnneuaned: to investigate ae 
defend. the’ eases of ‘other. Government workers who- may 
pe subjected to. entrenchment of their basic American 
‘Yightse P 


a 3 ie * 


"The National’ Federation for consti tational 
Liberties has offered its resources ‘in enlisting 
 -Nation-wide support for the’ protection of the 
rights of Government Workerse ; 


me * oe 


mad individuals and organizations | devoted to the 
preservation of our. Democratic Liberties are urged to 
cooperate." ; re 


ane 9 . {4 i 
te ter nt pr ti at A the ie fe 
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_o INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ ye a 


Soo information ig consulted and used rather than 


heyy 
Belmont V e BEAL bE eit ge NeLi Ce me 
Ghats “EB T B at 
pee HEREIAC tes HE Berwouy 
* Teacy a ments ae : 
Gearty { ; MAILED rT) } 


» Mohr —-—__ - 
“S  Winterrowde— 
- 7d . 


} joo - psge- oPr | | . : : 


SAC, farnih di Field: (66+2168). August 103 1958 


Director, FBI “(200mt596) = 


wisainerot COMMITTEE FOR 
DEMOCRATIC ACTION 


Reurlet dated July 135 1953. ee os | 


the Bureau's copy of SA Daweey 's report. 
dated January fly, 1941,.. contains a notation in ink oe 
to the effect that certain of the information tn . oS ‘ 
the report is: incorrect and that none of the lists . 
set out in the report should be relied upon without | 
Lehecking with your offices In.view of this, the Lae d 
“Bureau feels that a symbol number should not. be | in a if 
assigned to the information contained in the report ii 
and Agents. utilizing: matertal found theretn should - , 
“set out clearly the.source of the tnformation and — so fy 
Should, moreovers be certain that the original 


information in the report Fipeds's 


ome shy a hee - - oN : ; eo | 


ni Geos ce 
. \ a 
Steyr aoeynye QEGMUILA o* 


os 


Tolson 


ie | 5 oly ty do ¥ 09 py Be 


Aus 16 1°53 
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fed Si eS RTE PT 


ee * Smonno romana. et a , yg SS tse. A 
- a Myr. Tolson 
: _ Memorandu ° UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT. 


i Dir. wvichvis——— 
“PO BSH. or j Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Clegg-——_—_ 


J july, pre oa 


| DEREGTOR, FBI. 


ameter ase 


DATE: ob 


“Sfarb 
“+ “i ee . Rosen 
EI ir. Tracy 
j ] Gearty. 
5 Mr. Mchr 
i Mr. Winter rowd. ; 
it 


Téiiss Gandy 


sete at, hee 


ann eee E 


Yd 0% e. aes af is 4 
Ghee vary al ; ran 


*DAWSEY,.. 


i 
tees 


= ae (Rerepe 8A, th ae MW. * 


oe NR” ~ a ¥ : 2 es ‘i rt . 2 
Pine ‘pane rare Satael raeuecte. “sath onest organiza- oak 
tion. niacin 3X5 -index “gard: system’, entitled- ‘Members 4 
List"....The information;contained in. “this ‘List :is: used 


on..frequent, g¢casions. ‘by: thispoffice,! In. the: interest 7 _, 
of: expeditingthe reporting” of thr “information emit is. ae, 


Inasmuch as the files of this office do not - 
reflect the names of the Agents: to whom the highly: 
confidential source made available the photographs, the 
+ Bureau is requested to attempt to determine their identity 
ray from records available at the Seat of Government. a 


/00- PEF 2-o84 
saps ie 


ae, Fay 


1953,7- 


SE) 


poche es ee tee SS ye 
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: ‘FEDERAL BUREAU: OF INVESTIGATION: 
“UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


, z vy 


¢ “taboratory Work . Sheet oe 


VO ges 


‘Examination by:/ 


os JGOVERNMEN i a 

ae i & , | 
| | co DARE Eh 
PPO on Director, PBI 7 pate: July 28, 1955) \ 


binded : SAC, Memphis (100- 0) — 39804 | A: ads 


. tC ees COMMITTEE | Oe / . f | 


‘ FOR t DEMOCRATIC ACTION” 


| 
. ; , ; | i 
‘. = Mh: : | ar L, 
“€ | On July 7s 1965, Mrgl iene 8631 Potomac . A 
. 4 


Cars “Was intervie we c ee the King Cotton 


, Mie Hotel, } ermessee, as a reference for JOHN WINSLOW . F ae 
,% NICKERS ON leinie file 116-2019), at which time he voluntarily a 
i furnished the following information regardiig/the ‘above-captioned aon 
Ps ies ergenization, which organization has been. deglared, by ithe. lai 
|. aS yh General 4 under, Executive Order: 101.50 » hy ae oe 


itr, OLIVER stpied that about four or five - ye ais AZo 


| he received a list of books and publications from. a bookstoré’ m 

ee which‘he believed was located on Seventeenth Street near "Kk" Lars 
fo Street, N. Wes Washington, Dia Cas which. yookstore featured: books ~ PP 

: a and publications of: the Communist Party +f a eh ‘s 


“ye 


Mr « OLIVER advised that he did not know how ‘this book- © 1" heels 
store. obtained his name. He stated, _ however, that when he dis- 
covered.that his’ wife's name also appeared. on, the ‘mailing list 
of this bookstore he made induiries.**: ‘He.’ ‘poigted: out his. 
ae wife's name appeared on this list. as. NATALIE TVER » and we Pir 
that the only place he knew her narie.to!appepr 11 S4his was ini 

ar ; the book, "Whots Who” in Washington." He stated: he., believed thépAeiing 
ie _ pookstore obtained’a copy: of ins ee and merely tooly/ fg # 

the names from, the book. jake ares dg perce ected “he 


st - 


t 


a According ne Mr. OLEVER, while he. was Semsoged wi t 
§. (>. the: Mutual Security Administration in Washington, D. Ces the 
A\ ‘Security Officer called his attention ‘to this Committee fro 
\ _ an investigative report written by the FBI. He stated that at. 
ess that time he signed a. loyalty affidavit and strongly denounced » 
this Committee or any other ’Committee or front organization 
which practiced Communist ideologies. ‘He SuatR fat. he..is 
YEG Ons gly opposed to Communist doctrine. : ae 
i} ¢ Ay. sa. é it - 
AMES] =~ Mr. OLIVER advised that he is head af"ther Washington, 
C., Office of the Labor Bu Seed IneuitE pa HOS ia which “8ift ce 


: on is, -located.at 1001 sor OCH ar noes "Ne He 5 ‘Was hingtonlyy Ds Cc 
ei BE TUR so 


pa One copy gfathis eek gipmntcatis ACHPMoe ing Sueno saeea for 
aa > the Washingtm ‘Fields 208 FREE - Ge rem a8 he eves be conducted 
ca ‘ by. ee ‘Berselguaha sepa BLT “Le. OW ER. Pt 


S MED p dU f— P71 


Bs 1955 


ae 
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